A motr'f awaits the

- sound of 'brothe'rly

conversation

cc_n)iiunally..ﬂmrb are atories
that make you snap to atten-
tion, Storics that grab you by

" tho thront, wring your heart and

make you ask, “Why?"

This is one of them.

But don't think for a moment that
Linda Brown, her husband or their
two kids want your sympathy. They're
just looking for your understanding.

This is a time to set aside precon-
ceptions. v _.

Just know that if yoi're in a battle,
yodlz want Brown of Clarkston at your
BilGe.

Educated as an attornoy and
trained a8 an advocate, she began her
legnl career representing manage-
ment in labor disputes. Today, she
works part time helping people with
disabilities with their legal problems.

But her greatest trial is the one she
awakes to cach day,

Everyone has a challenge

On September mornings when
many parents are rushing their kida
off to school, Brown needs a little
extra time before sending off her two
sons, ages 8 and 10,

Somo moy
What: Art exhinit, | consider tho
fenturing work by | autistic behay-
students  witn | iors of each of
I autism, spongored | her sons s
-by the "W:‘s"‘ ?ﬂ"“ aobstacles.
oty of Amerlca,
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Whon: 11 a.m.-9
p.m, Tuesdoy, Sept,
1

bravest chil-
dren I've ever
met,” she said

Where: oy Polnte |  With maternal

Golf Club, 4001 | pride.
Hoggofly Raad, ‘Two special
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{248) 360-0600. unique individ-
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about tho Autlsm | jigein et cases of

autism, a condi-

Oakland County \ o
Chopter, coll {248} tion with a
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o defics casy gen-
fletd, 48323 eralizations,
‘This Tuesday

at the Bay Pointe Goll Club in West
Bloomficld, the art work of students”
with autism will be displayed.

Based on the expressive range of
waork, the art reflects the emotional
depth of peaplo with autism,

pArt pravides n r'cﬁgge'l‘or those with

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BYAFF WIITER

ust when the dilemmas of politi-

cally correet langungo scemed to

ho resolved comes the ultimate

post-modern gendor twiater in

Cranbrook Art Museum's scason-

opening exhibit, “It's all about ME,

. Not You,” an installation by the late
Greer Lankton.

Within ane of Cranbrook’s interi-
or gallerics is a rectangular, whito-
aiding house. Inside is a cathartic
look nt tha artist's life, including
photographs, pen and fnk drawings,
images of heroes and heroines, and
psychologically tortuved dolls, some

.of which resemblo tho artist.

But in reality, thero are only
approximations of the artist, .

In mind, body and ?rt. Lnnkktan is

s o ton

0 o »
' to.the-edge artiat - morally

ambivalent, outrageously androgy- |

nous and excessively individualis-

tic,

Through Lankton's imagery of
gender exploration, viewers will
inevitably become curious about
what was the day-to-day lifo of the
artist, a transscxual, who, at age
38, died in late 1996 from the
apparent effects of druge and
anorexin. ,

Indeed, there's no acparating
Lankton's art from her tortured life
a8 a “woman in a man's body,” then
a transsexuel and an artist seeking
a 3D world to recreate the haunting

. images ruminating in her mind,
and sculpted into the deep pores
of her dolls. . .

A reading room adjncent to §
the exhibit provides biographi
cal information on Lankton as
well as a range of books on gen-
der studies. .

- “This exhibit isn’t really about
‘me,” said Irenc Hofmann, nsso-
ciate curator at-Cranbrook |
Muscum of Art. “You feel the
soul of the artist. Perhaps peo-
ple will feel mora compassion

- and understanding.” g
The small installation house
+-of Lankton's art is placed on an
. .erantz sct: tacky patio furniture
resta on an astroturf lawn. A
pair of lege wearing red ruby
shoes are stuffed under the

house, .

Apparently, the house lunded B
in a bizarre world not far from
Oz, but there's none of the joy of
watching, Dorothy finding her

way hame,
“It's all about ME, Nat You™ is
utterly gut-wrenching. Not
" beeause of its stark confronta-
tion of transsexuality, but
because of its relentless psycho-
logical and physical oxposures
of the artist,
While some may find Lank-
ton’s work painfully beautiful, it
is quito difficult to look beyond

SEARCHING

FOR THE
TRUE SELF

the pnin and vulnerability.

o
tallation presents h

Exposing the private life

Ugpon reading and secing the

Greer Lankton’s
ing images of an
artist’s search for sexual liberation.

minute of fame has the effect of o
cattle prod forcing viewers to faco *
their own issues of gender and sex-
unl identity, - e
“We're not doing ¢-r job if wa're -
not making peoplo think,” said Hof-
mann. “The exhibit suggests that ~
gender ought not to be so clear cut,”
R To conacrvatives or those sups
porters of the Christian Coglition,

exhibit might appear as an
ondorsement of the transsexunl
lifestyle. | .

To those possible critics, Hof-
mann pleads for tolorance and ¢om-

N passion.

“Greer didn't have control of any- -
thing in her life, except for her art,,
especially her dolla” .

The dolls had been ‘a Jife-long .
infatuation for Lankton. At an carly
age as a boy, sho chose to play with
dolls. Soon therenfter, she made her

own dolls that apparently symbol- *

ized her emotional turmoil.

Her lifo is filled with stories of
ridicule and rejection. But surpris-
ingly, also of acceptance.

Lankton's father is & Presbytor-
fan ministor, whose church raised
money to pay for the artist’s sex-
chango operation, Several years
later, Lankten's father also offici.
ated at tho marriage ceremony of
his son, .

Art of spectacle .

In tho last fow years, Lankton's
work drew critical acclaim, Her
work appeared in n&vegql Nr'm:

Holmann's mere choico of the - '

Violinist seeks:
balance in -
life, music
B guacue

Violin virtuoso Joshua Bell bega:

o
N

playing violin when he waa & -
years old and was playing concért

halls by the time ho was 14, but he s

been widely recognized as one “child
prodigy” who haa been able to mai;
tain a bal- —

anced life.

“It's very
important to
me,” he aaid.
“I can't imag-
ine life being
just music. 1
have lotg of
other inter-
cata”

He even
takes days off
when he '
doesn’t prac-
tice.

Bell ploys
his music
with a pas-
sion and pre- [ . A
cision thathe  goghua Boll
also brings to
tennis and golf. L

“I played (golf) twice this weekend. -

t’s getting better. In another lifetime 1. *

could see myself playing a lot of golf.”-

Venice in 1995, .

Shortly after “It's all about

ME, Not You" opened two years

ago at the Mattress Factory in

Pittsburgh, Lankton died.

Hofmann pointed out the

tragic irony. :
“She was just getting the

R accoptance she longed for. If

she would have survived, sho

g greater things.”

Drawing generalizations
about a singular artist's work
that represents an alternative
lifestyle, however, might be a
{ far stretch in a desire to look
for broader social relevance,

In cascnee, Lankton has cre-
ated an homage to the specta-
cle of her gender ’adysauy. H‘('er

T

L Y
with narcissiatic appeal: She is
the subject and creator of her
own art. .
Following that logic, it scems
that only Lankton could make
a qualitative judgment-about
her work. -
In the four decades from
8 being born Greg and dying as
A Greer, Lankton gave form to a
maelstrom of confusion, and
anguish of rcconciling the
identity of a woman with the
physicality of 2 man.
. Seen in tho best light, “It's

* " graphic dotails of Lankton's sex-
“ual transformation in art, and

and
and for those who seek to steady their
impulsiveness.

With preeise language and the abil.
ity to grasp the obstacles of her sons”
lives, Brown articulates the frustra-
tion and inevitable patience required
to help her children.,

Within a year of her oldest son
being diagnoscd as autistic, Brown
was #t board member of a local Autism
of Americn organization.

In the lnst 10 years, she has warked
for moro sensitive testing for autism.
And haos fought against reactionary
stercotypes of autistic children. *

Any paront who has cringed as thoy
watched their child fall, or cry
beeause of being a target of mean-

ying photo album,
there's an uncasy, but all-too.
familiar exposure to the private
sido of life. .
In the namo of art and with
the hope-to-shock sensibility of a
_.racy tableid, Lankton's 18-

New Exhibits at Cranbrook Art Museum, 1221 N, Weodwaid,
Bloomfield Hilts, {248) 645-3300
I “It°s o) about M
W “The Squeezo Chalr Project” by Wendy Jocob, through Sunk
day, Nav, 1

W “Somewhere,” aa Instaliotion by Carla Preiss, through Sun-

oy, Jan.
M “Molcl Movies 24 Hours,” o project by Robert Andersen,
theough Sunday, Nov. 1

E. Not You, &n Installation by Groer Lank.
ton, theough Nav. 1. Oponlng reception 7 p.m. Fridoy, Sept.
18,

all about ME, Not You” invites
viawers to walk along Lank-
ton’s path past her sexual
transformation and onto the
realm of liberation.

Ultimately, that path ends in
front of a mirror. The bitter chal- -

M ort In this lifetime, Bell will open th
York and 4 i

Whi Detroit ph Orel ’s 1998:
art shows at the itney and season with a performance of .

would have gone on to much ,

Mendelssohn's Coneerto for Violin. Thi
orchestra, under music director Neem:
Jarvi, will also perform Buck's “Festi-

val Overture” -

and M“?ﬂ""“ ‘What: Detrolt Sym-
dramatic Sym- phony Orchestra
Ph°nl"N°- 5. opans new season

Bell's boyish 1 with featured vio-
good-looks do ot | jinjst Joshua Bell. |
mask the musi- - | guek’s Festival
cal artistry he's " | gyerture

been honing
since childhood. |
Bell was born

Mendelssonn’s
Violin Concerto

ond reared in ,A,dya;\,[l,: rss Sympho-
Bloomington, When: 8 p.m.

Ind., home of Thursday-Friday,
Indiana Univer- | sept, 17-18, 8:30
sity, noted as one” | o m, Saturday,

of the country’s Sept. 19 and 3
best music p.m. Sunday, Sept.
schools. When he | 2q, -
was 12 he began | Whore: Detrolt .
to study with Orchestra Hall
Josef Gingold, 2 | Tickots: $17 0.
former concert- $48 (Box seats:
master of the $55 and $63. At~
Clev land

the Orchestra Hall
Box Office or by -
calling {(313)576-
5111,

Orchestra and
noted teacher.

“I was lucky to
be born in
Bloomington, my . B
mother was born in Detroit and went -
to Wayne State, nctuslly. But they B
maved to Bloomington because my -
father taught in the psychology depart:
ment,” he said. BN

At 14 Bell won the Seventeen Maga-~
zine/General Motors Competition and I
made his orchestral debut with the -~
Philadelphia Orchestra. He has since -

lenge, ¥ , i8 to
feelings of vulnerability without
becoming consumed by them.

g-&,;g;}('! P TAEESTIVAL

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAFF WIITER

spirited words knows that hi
child’s pain ia like a spear through
your lungs. ,

How does Brown atay strong as she
takes her sans to speech th ist:

ian si bols comu ta life,
a flock of stilted performers dressed as
ostriches and a recrention of the blues
music heard on Hastings Street in the

1940a — the 12th annual Detroit Festi-
val of tha Arts outshines itself this year
with a spectacular celebration of visual

art, music, dance and culture Friday-

Sunday, Sept. 18-20.
e

man and chief executive director of
Detroit Edison.

“What scts tho Detroit Festival apart
i the diversity,” said Cummings. “It's
an nbfoluge kaleidoscapic mix of eventa

7 d by the University Cul-
tural Center Association and Waoyne

and vigilantly watches over them for

fenr that thoy might run off?
*Sometimes I'm nat,” she said.
Wisdom is a bitter irony.

Common language
The irony gets oven more bitter.
Brown's oldest son, Ross, communi-

cates by pointing to letters on board.

Although he doesn't speak, ho's quite

awnre of what's going on.

Last yenr, Ross, a 5th-grader ot
Clarkston Elementary, made the prin-
cipal's list for his good grades,

When ho wants to communicate, he
puts hls hand in his mother’s hand
nnd together they point to letters on o
board ta discover the worda and sen-
tences that givo his world a )

. | Drive, Dotrolt. For Infarmation, coll {313)

Festlval facts

What: A calabration of tho orte foaturing
more thon 500 visual and performing ortists,
Including stage and stfeel porformers, Jnter-
nationn! foods, o childron’s falr, lterary arts
fostlvol, arts procession, ond youth ortists
maskot, Frea, . .

Whon: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m, Fridoy-Sundpy, Sept.
18-20, Chifdron's falr hours are 11 am. t0 6
p.m. Saturday, ond noon ta & p.m. Sunday.
‘Where: Unlvorsity Culturat Center, bounded by
Warren ond Ferry, Brush and Anthony Woyne

Local particlpating artists are David Trevilllan
{mixed modia) and Mary Tomas (drawing).
Troy: Willlam Thayer (photography), Regford:
Caorole Borhorst (clay), Bloomfiotd Hitls: Knthy
Philips {watercolor) and Barbara Abel (pho-

——— e

Pleaso sco CONVERSATIONS, C2

.. Waost
lough (prinimaking}, Formington Hills: Alica

Michoel MeCul

Hom {clay), Dorkloy; Ponny Masan {fiber),
Clarkston, and Mortha Miller (

State U ity, the fostival features
more than 500 visunl and performing
artists, including photographors
Willism Thayer of Redford and Bar-
bara Abel, West Bloomficld (see chart
for }st of local participating artists), a
children's fair, literary arts festival,
international foeds, avta processions
and a 50-ton sand sculpture of stam-
peding Safari animals. And it's nll free
thanks to the Chrysler Corp. Fund and
other sponsors, The University Cultur-
al Center Association worked all year
to raise the $700,000 necessary to
bring in intoractive art activities such
as Truck Art whore visitors can help
paint a mural on three 48-foot somi
trucks located at Woodward and
Farnsworth,

Poter Cummings, a Bloomfield Hills
reaident and vico chairman of the

Commorco.

Detroit ph Orcheatra, co-chairs
the festival with John E. Lobbia, chair

-7 artists from Cuba, Africn,
Asin and the Americas, visual arts and
offbeat kinda of things I've never acen
before like The Klezmatics and a
Czechoslovakian blues band. But what
makes it special is it's surrounded by
the great cultural institutions of the
stato. You can have an arts fair in a
fiold or n parking lot, but to have it
against the DIA nnd to have ongoing
exhibitions like ‘Angels from the Vati-
can' at the DIA and ‘Black Bottom ond
Paradise Valley' at the Mussum of
African American History, il you put it
all together, it's going to evolve Into one

of the great festivals in the country.”
Arthur L. Johnson founded the festi-
val with the concept it would be “scc-
ond to none.” Tho retired vice president
of Wayne State University Relationa
remembers the first festival 12 years
ago, and the emational experienco of
looking at the 15 blocks of festivitics
ho'd ereated in the University Cultural
: Plonso sec FESTIVAL, C2

: R
Arts come alive at spectacular Detroit

d with many of the world's
lending orchestras and has recorded
widely, first for Landon/Decea and

Plense seo VIOLINIST, C2

Famlly fun: Toronto artist
Susan Todd designed this
year’s Detroit Festival of the
Arts poster.




