e810F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1998

Fall finery adds polish to
Gem Theatre reopening |

hon the curtain riges
on Act Two in the
1 Gem Theatro's house-
warming production of “I Lovo
You, .You're Perfoct, Now
Change,” Kate -Willinger

cars on stage in a comica!

theater, “What a wel

addi-
tion to the neighborhood,” said
communications guru Leland K.
Bassett of Farmington Hills,
whose office is just across the
street. The pony-tailed Bassctt
mingled in an elegant tux with

[

l&?ly green satin brid id's
ensomble completo with giant
bows and dyed-to-match shoes.
Fortunately, though good for
laughs in the Gom’s musical
comedy, the garish gown nnd
its like was not visible at the
theater’s Wednesday night cele.
bration of Chuck Forbes and

‘his relocated caboret show-

place.

Inatead, Forbes' friends and
family, neighbors, arts patrons
and downtown movers-and-shak-
ern gathered in the Gem’s gar-

den-gatod courtyard wearing -
~ tnsteful derstated

into-fall formal wear. Some 450
giesta cozied up to the ever-gra-

" Gtoud Forbes and admired tho

polished-to-perfecticn “gem” of &
1R

I-chic black kors,:

The first cultural event of the
scason found women searching
their closots for appropriate
attire. “It’s hord to know what to
wear this timo of yoar,” said
Susie Hunt of West Bloomfield,
“I spent a long time deciding.”
She made her entrance in a
black satin gown with a tiger-
striped bodice. And when the
evoning turned ¢ool, around
dusk, she and other stylish the-
ater-goera donned lightweight
jnckets, shawls and sweaters.

A sea of black dresses and
suits circulated among the
chrysanthomums on the gray

tiled terrace. But an occasional

royal blue or fuchsia gown punc-
tunted the landscape, and
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Crowd pleasers: Admirers of the
theater include Joanne Forbes,
Susan Ritchie and Kay Cox.

oss Amy Jack . who
opened the show with a lovely
performance of “Bloes This
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Houso," was ing in red
pleated silk. " * A
' John Heide, longtimo 'usher at

the Gem and Fox theaters, has.

geen his share of openings, but
this one was apecial. Ho con-
ducted his own porsonalized pri-
vate tours, bragging about the
interfor refurbishing, tho miracle
move from East Columbia Street
and the amazing tenacity of
Chuck Forbes and the building.
*“Everyone's saying it looks just
the samo. It's like an old friend.
And it looks like it belongs right
here. And they're right. Noth-
ing's changed, excopt it's even
botter than ever.” As for the
fashion, this was a tame, elegant
crowd in Heide's estimation.
“I've seen some outrageous cos-
tumes in my time,” ho said. “And

they weren't always on the:

actors.”

- Linda Bachrack

Gem lovers: Susie and Brad Hunt
¥ of West Bloomfield dress up for
| opening night.

This feature is dedicated to
helping rcaders locate sources
for hard-to-find merchandise, If
you've scen any of the items in
your retail travels (or basentent)
please call Where Can I Find ?
(248) 901.2556. Slowly and
elearly, leave your name, num-
ber and message, and you
should see your input in Sun-
day's column.

WHAY WE FOUND:
¢ Maple bun candy was seen
at the Meijer service station on
- Ford road.
.« Karen does dog grooming
\froin her home, (734) 261-8762.
} @ For Dee wo found the Ken-
ner's Crickot doll and acces-
‘sarjes,
{ %A reader suggests that any-
tand loaking for old high school
iyeslrbooka call the school and
. {:ﬁe:if thoy have extra copies in
Hholi .

ithellibrary,

'« Wo found Rita the Hall-
‘mark Rocking Horse ornament,
i *.We found n stem for the
\Pyfex coffeo pot, a Tupperware
'pill bex for Grace, an clectric

fry pan for Joyco,

» A Chatty Cathy doll for
Debbie

s Bleyle jackets and slacks
can be found in the Tog Shop
catalog (800) 342-6789, and the
Apple Sceds catalog at (800)
767-6668.
WE'RE STILL LOOKING FOR:

« Liga is looking for Shrinky
Dinks. .

» Joanne is looking for parts
for her meat grinder {one you
turn by hand).

« Barotta is looking for the
small disposable bags for the
G.E. powered vacuum sweeper
#P3SVILL

o Pat is looking for veplace-
ment picces for Mikasa chinn
pattern Sketchbook sold at
JCPenney about 12 years ago.
It was & special design by Bob
Van Allen.

« Bob is looking for the movie
(tape/film) Golden Fish from
the early '50s ( it is n short
film). * Stephanie wants
Clnirol Kindness electric hair

rollers (19) for short hair,

« Kelly wants the board game
Pollyanna.

« Sara is looking for an old
record player.

« Mary is looking for kittens
that look real, they have tho
samo fur as n kitten. She found
them at the Countryside Craft
Mall about a year ago.

« Patricia wants a rota-tiller.

« Virginia is looking for
someone to purchase her old 78
RPMs and vintage clothing.

* Pat wants Angel Face
makeup foundation in a com-
pact by Pond's. .

« Ed is looking for a grass
catcher for a Black & Decker
#U-274. It has a 22-inch blade.

* Mglissa is looking for a
milk door (can be found on
houses).

» Dec wants a Potter's
Wheel,

* Sheila's looking for white
chocolate rendy-to-spread cake
frosting.

Compiled by Sandi Jarackas
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JOINT VENTURE

¢ and Now York-based P n
! have tenmed up to add nnother dimension to full

EAU DUNAY
 Net Sabi

i d juwelry
designer Henry Dunay. The fragranco reflects the
romance and elegnnce of his fine jowelry, in a
sophisticated blend of wild orchid, rose and
hyacinth, onk moss, sandalwood and spice. The
connoisseur's edition of Sahi features the fragrance

Marcus |

hes the excl
from i i A
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L In n doublo bottle topped with an 18k gold and

ave diamond eap. This collectible, retailing for
30,000, will be limited to 100, Available in Octo-

" ber ot Neiman Marcus, Somerset Collection, Troy.

Michigan-based Bavarinn Villago Ski %\rg‘?:{

can book trips to their favorite ski and golf desti-
nations while stocking up on the newest equip-
ment and apparel. “Our custemers will be able to
use American Express Travel servicea not only for
ki or golf getaways, but also for travel to any loca-
tion, businesa trips, cruises or even to visit family,”
says Richard Held, president of Bavarian Village.

American Expresa Travel will offer promations
and incentives such as packages for “Shell's Won-
derful World of Golf” in Bay Harbor and a “Discov-
ar Westorn Skiing Program” for which ski equip-
ment will be shipped in ndvance to provide ease to
the travelers. ‘

“Bavarian Village has a very unique and special
ized customer base of dedicated golfers and skiers.
Their deatination knowledgoe of golf and ski resorts

bined with our knowledge of travel and travel-

service” for akiers and golfers. American Expresa
Travol has opencd desks at Bavarian Village loen-
tions in Novi and Bloomficld I1ills. Now patrons

. o .

related scrvices will give customers the complete
gervice for all their traveling needs,” says Jeanne
Colombo, senior manager of apecialty travel ot
American Expreas,
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