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Gartdener ronpmea

Gardeon,” it is apparont that,
oven for strangera, a visit to
Hyska'a backyard is like going to
tho house of a longtime friend.
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manner ~ and uncanny ability to
appreciate, nurture and grow —
probably came from Hyska's

That friendly, unpretentious  mom. -

“Sho was 88 years old when 1
moved here {(about 12 years
ago),” recalled Hyska, “She was
on her hands and knces planting
100 onion acta. She told me the
goil was nicer than the house.”

1f 80, she has cultivated it nice-

-ly evor aince. Thoro are gardens
in nearly every section of the
yavd, one called “Fhe Garden of
Weeden.”

With her experience and edu-
cation in gardening, Hyska
knowa most, if not all, intricacies

" of the subject. She knows what
to plant next to what. It can't be
done haphazardly.

“You don't put tho hat poppers

i next to the beans. Or dill next to

must

ot s g slowty ond ek, Foaly yoursighdy puy hands o a soucco o
your 0o

somcthing else.”

By the way, there's a rofresh.

ing old-fashionedness to how she

groat pain, and your: your
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lives her indoor life, too.
She doesn’t own air condition-

koep your coplanationa .
and offorts 1o maintain your ola n the txmiry.
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ing, instead relying on window
“ fans, cold glasses of ice water
and - yes ~ that lemon verbona

tea she makes from garden
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herba.

Neighbors are troated to
hearty. tomato and bacon sand-
wiches, ) X

Two tabby cats named Coco
and Cinnamon keep her compa-
ny while she makes cat toys out
of fabric and catnip, right in her
house.

“J get, a lot of standing orders,”
she said, with pride. :

In full bloom
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Although Hyska’a love of all
thinga that grow is somothing
sho remembers always having, it
intonsified after hor 1998 rotire-
mont from AT&T, after a 27-ycar
carecr, B

*“It’s very relaxing ... den:

ia just so zen like. That's what
I'm stelving for, screnity. I love
nature, animals and plants so

much,” .

With time and space to wield
her spades, shovels and numer-
ous garden hoses, there's a littlo
bit of everything growing in her
yard - none of it dono with the
help of chemicals.

Cucumbers? Got 'em. Rosea?
Got those, too. There are even o
few conversation pieces, such as:
» plant called an clephant ear,
almost as large as one; shanie
rock plants; the odd-looking
physotogin, which stands for
“obedient plant.”

“It’s tho only plant in tho
world whero it docs exactly what
you want it to do,” explained
Hyska, who once taught z class
about herbs at the Pontiac Sil-
verdomo. “Watch. You push it to
one side and it stays that way.”

Hyska goes with the flow as
ensily as tho physotegia does.

“I think people are too seri-
ous,” she spid, amiling once
again. *I think the world nceds a
little more lovity ... and we really
need more people doing volun-
teer work.”

Talk about knowing how to
plant o sced.
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