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Bowling coverage expan

Don't -look
now but there
have bean
some changes
made.

For the next
35 weeks
Observer &
Eccentric read-
ers can enjoy
expanded cov-
erage of bowl-
ing.

I hope that
bowling enthu-
ginsts can recogmize that it is the
local business proprictor,
whether a bowling center, pro
shop or supplier who enables us
to fully enjoy this great pastime,

During the off-scason, we will
revert back to a column in the
sports section,

In retrospect, *Ten Pin Alley”
carries on a tradition of bowling
coverage which began leng
before the Detroit dailies became
involved.

Unless you admit your age,
you might not remember that it -
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was . W.W, “Eddic” Edgar who
covered the bowling sceno for the
Observer & Eccentric,

A 48-ycar resident of Livonia,
he was the first bowling writer
in this arca. His column was
called “In the Pocket” « |

During his 16-year tonure as
executivo secretary of the Bowl-
ing Proprictors Associntion of
Greater Dotroit he waa consid-
ered the “Judge Landis” of bowl-
ing until he retired in 1966,

He helped bring bowling out of
tho saloons and into the main-
stream for all to enjoy. -

Edgar was onc of the firat
sports announcers in Delnit.’

In 1924 ho wus drafted by

WCX (now WJR) to read the
sports news. He also gave week-
ly bowling reports on the air.

Hia regular Obeerver column
waa “The Stroller,” a name
which atuck with him always.
Edgar, a8 a writer,promoter and
executive, originated tho Detroit
Bowling Hall of Fame. He was
generally credited with making
Detroit arca bowling what it is
today.

)

In 1971 he whs honored as the
recipiont of tho Judge John D,
Watts Award for his many con-
tributions to bowling in the early
years, This same award went to
“yours truly” lnst year.

During the golden years of
sports, Edgar rubbed shoulders
with legendary figures such as
Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Joo Louis,
Joe DiMaggio, Gar Wood, Knute
Rockne, Mickey Cochrane and
many others, -

As wo entor a new cra of on-

the-seene and behind-the-scencs

bowling news, I hope to be dble

to carry on a tradition on theso

pages which “The Stroller”
began a long time ago.
Bowling clinics

i There -are dpenings for
bowlors who would want to

improve thoir game in'the

‘Bowlers Education Clinic on
. Sunday, Oct. 4, ot The Rack
Attack Pro Shop in.Thunderbird
Lanes in Troy. The clinic is spon-"
sored by Columbia 300,
Brunawick, Track, Inc,, AMF,
Ebonite, Turbo 2-N-1 Grips,
Linds Shoes, Robby's, King

W.W, “Eddic™ Edgar

Louie and EB Sporta. These
sponsors will be supplying the
door prizes, K
Topics to be covored include
adapting to Jane conditions, ball
surface, coro design, drilling lay«
outs, ball relense style, condi-
tioning for bowlers, threo hours
of on-lane instruction and com-
putcrized video analysis. )
. The clinic is limited to 50

Clovoriancs (Livonia)
1 Al Star Bowlersttes: Trncoy Wade, 203;
Sam Greayes, 260/736; Juanita Marzetio-
Smith, 259/653; Choryl Stipcok, 247;
Cyncs Bluck, 259/640; Lisa McCordy,
247/699; Michella Ange, 202; Robin
White, 254/058; Audrey Willloms, 240,
I Bunday Youth Classic Traval {Mastens):
Dol Flares, 277-265/692: Mikn Sulwos-
X, 234; Fred Effinger, 240; Joa Buchonan,
225; Mike Siders, 220; Pat Btowo, 227. .
£ SYC Travel {Classic 1): Brlan Maton, 218
215/600; Ribn Caldwell, 245/581; Stacey
Block, 212:216/608; Reb Heiyon,
231/507; Cartean Schtocht, 218/558;
Travia Belcher, 2£9; Katle Dlshop, 203..
W 51, Aldan's Men's: Rich Ralok, 258
204/840; Tony Katumy, 211-253/659;
CHIf Merritt, 211:203-233/050; Alan -
Polasky, 203:227-231/038; Jaff Amolsch,
203.223-218/041; John Nemeg, 223
258/025.

299/087.

M FoMoCo Thurs Kight: Dove Diomedl,

257/718: Col Collins, 262/700; Tory Ben-

nett. 695; Stevo Bester, 247/081: Joha

Teatze), 279/801: Jeiry McCalt, 248; Sob

[ Ashcraf, 279/714; Chuck O'flourke,
289/738; Blil Bundon, 209/0676; Larry

* Fronk, 2577084, Four man 1eam: Rondy
Thomgsen, Brlan LeBlanc, Bob Ashcran,
Chuck O'Rourke, 1022 game/ 2700 series..

- T Wastaide Propristors Travet: Lou ivancik,
279-229-258/760; Murtay Holg, 203232
256/693: Jim Bodary, 203.209-208/680:
Joft Herg, 240-237/678; Ed Srmanshy,
211:267/665.

B Ford Parts: Larry Cooper, 706; Brent .
Pond, 269/683; Dannia Weatherford, 701;
Mark Wenzel, 650, .
M Mon’s Trla: Mark Peyne, 672; Glenn
Bradiord, 664: John Welss, 278/688; Miko
Sclinelder, 722: Jimmy Coopet, 699; Joo
O'Connell, 661. o

8 Alstste Ladles: Cheryl Revalt, 245,

W Junlor House Men: Jim Conhom, .

Senior Housa: Promium Bowling Products:
Jeft Roche, 255/705; Minh Grougan,
288/706; A Chojnackl, 256/895; Jotr
McGraw, 235/682: Mack Gomo, 245/702;
Doug Spicer, 267/750; Mickey J. Smith,
242/087; Ken Smoitz, 244/653; Brod
Stongo, 208/684; Jim Stedend,.
246/600; Act Cholnachi, 267/700.

W tocs) 182: Aoy Lince, 258; Oall Ivanoc,
235; Dob Monie, 235; Joe Endeh, 233,

B Midlght Mixed: Toay Mozzela, '
24677001 Erlc Duses, 240; Phil Puczkows-
I, 278/692. .

. Piszn Lanes (Plymouth)
ors Travel (men): Mark
Volght, 258/684; Tony Ballana, 222; .

George Koyganich, 229/006; Ollly Garace,

217/617; Paul Butler, 232/588.
W Suburb, Prop. Travel (Ladles): Judy Wash-
logton, 208/568; Mary Baratta, 200/517;

* VivWaldrep, 399, R
Mayflowar Lanea (Rodford) - .

8 Friday Senlors: Jim Zsllcn, 233/630;
Walt Arsenautt, 216/610; Ancy Parratio,
246/600. - .

18 Good Nelghbors: Dawn Weigel, 207; All-
cla Waler, 190. o
W Wed. Senlor Msn'a Classic: Miko Acor-

“Jon, 246/617; Lou Kratky, 250:234/635; -
Chuck Hue), 203-203-238/044: D. Diown,
245-221/648; Pout Temple, 205:228/023;
Joo Ference, 213215/€09.

_Waodland Lones (Uvonta) " . Country Lanes (Fammington)

R University Men's: Don Bomgesser, .
276/727; Dave Willson, 259; Tony Ellas,
285/723; Nell Beckman, 258; Ron Mathi-
00, 237, :
M Evor7 Loague: Tom Roy, 258/805; Ron
Meientlo, 24%; Bob Stewnt, 245/652;
Damey Knorp, Jt., 242; Matt MoKeazle, -
238/600; Dan Hofternaa, 279/710; Mike
| Kslozek, 249/658. L

R Yuesdsy Mixed Trio: God Johnson,

. 266/658; Lylo Schaefor, 268; Paul Dust,
653; Joo Staxnis, HI, 881 Michella Gill,
210/621; Ve Flowets, 268/634: Ron

~BOWLING HONORROLL

. Goodman, 265/085; Lafty Smith,

© 268/675; Andy Rubin, 279/737; Leonard
Horger, 258,
M Metro Highwrry: foff Vadar, 243/580;
Mark Strzalkowskt, 235/598; Jock Hatth
som, 227/502; Fronk Darabos, 226/027;
1.0, Brown, 226/607.
- Neglors; Jou Malnarc, 250/64%:
Dennls Hasria, 244/031: Gty Vie, 233;
fon Krahn, 2307044; Fred Romicoz,
226/630; Gaocge Vona, 2347802,
# Qroentteld Mixed: Sobbla Gooding, 212-
223/683; Walt Thomas, 222-202/813; -
Rynn Wilson, 223-234/635; Debbls Vor-
Meter, 220:220/600; Sandy Woed, 205.
. B Strkera; Norma Sheena, 202; Rito.
Dawood, 206/548. ’
0 O'Mal Drith Plagah: Wayna Lusky, 203
21%5-269/687; Jaff Elsenherg, 223.202-
“236; Howard Kuestaky, 267/813; Mitch
Finket, 227.203/600; Bryos1 Lovino, 201~
» Mlcrws. Mike Kovoce, 230
PRIl Parker, 212; Heanan Schonbefg, 203.

Drakeshire Lones (Famminjton) -
WB'Nal Brith Mo ;.

_ LeChuylm/ZolgacQross: Mike Diskin, 233-
233/634; Jetry Kahn, 208203-213/024;
Steve Hoberman, 205-220/010; Alien Hie
0, 210-210; Lee Woinstein, 217.209.

1 8'Nal Brith Downtown Fox: David Shan
boum, 265-225-210/ 700; Rancie Rakotz,
258-218/658; Joft Sprogue, 257.204/05T;
Jason Elbinger, 233-202/618; David
Lozaruy, 218/607.

Novl Bowl (Novl)
B Wastalds Lutharan: Wil Grulxe, 663;
Chuck Barry, 016; Ron Boardsley, 612;
Kovia Chambers, 612; Mark Zepotny, 800, .

Gardon Lonos (Garden Clty)
M 5t, Lnos Men's Classic: Al Dobles, 258-
220-205/740; Dennls Rochoteay, 205244
248/697; Oave M, Bozrer, 218-248-
203/669; Joha Adomills, 213-218-
232/688. -

entries, Check-in at 8 a.m.,
clinic starts at 8:46'a.m, and
runs to approximately 5 p.m.
Cost is. $86 per person (5100
after Sept. 27). Bring your own
equipment. For rescrvations or
further detaits, call Tim Wiec-
zorck nt (248) 362-2212 or 862-
660. ‘

Benning legacy
Forty years ngo it may have
been a little simpler to gat

bowler, proving it by winning tho -
vory firat juckpot tho first night.
His back went bad soon after
and he had to atop bowling, but
he did what he had set out to do.
There was a major hangup in
1863 when the state decided to
widen M.69 from two to five
lancs. Tho road was closed and
there was no access for several
months. Could they survive

_these conditions? They sure did

and Benning once ull.;lqin prgved

things done, Frank

his 6 did a lit.

built a bowling center on'a
vacant lot in 90 days in 1961,
There were no blueprints, the
guys just scratched out lines in
the sand and pretty scon they
had a 32-lane bowling center on

° M-58 in Waterford, They

named it Airway Lanes.

This i8 of special interest
becauso Benning died last week
at ago 78. His son, Gary, now
carries on in a family business
that has contributed in no small
way to the local bowling scene.

When they opencd in time to
start the season, they had two
full shifts every night. Frank
Benning was a.-pretty good

Scott Willlams

tions?

A. First, consider what kind of reaction you
want the new ball to have, What are currently you
using, und what do you expect from your new ball.
If you are secking maximum hook, you will want
an aggressive shell and perhaps a ball with a flip
block in the care, otherwise a very center-heavy
bail. Look for a pin position 2 to 4 inches out and
use a strong drilling pattern, For a more modest
hook, look for & less aggreasive cover stock and a

moderate weight block.
Q. How nbout the

preferable?

much. *

citizens?

tle twisting and pulling and

-somwhow got a temporary road

plowed through from the back.
Now bowlers could get in
through the back door and the
placo kept humming.

Frank Benning was known a8
a doer. He would always accom-
plish what he et out to do, start-
ing with his earlicr ventures and

o8 in the bar busil

in Pontiac, Aiway Lones is now
run in the same family tradition
by son, Gary, and there are even
a few of tho original bowlers atill
around from opening day in
1961.

PRO BOWLER TIP OF THE WEEK L

Scott Williams: Owner
of Skores Unlimited Pro
Shop and the Ballistic
Ball Co., manufacturer of
tho “Boomerang” and the
*Bomb.” Located: Inside
Taylor Lanes 24800 Eure-
ka Road near Telegraph.
Phone: (734) 847-1020.

Q. Many bowlers are
looking to buy a now
ball at tho beginning of
the scason. What are
your recommenda-

A. For generally oily conditions you should have
an aggressive ball with a lot of flare potential. On
dryer lanes, a shiny urethane or aven polyester
ba could work out better. .

Q. Somo of tho now balls are highly pol-'
ished, others are a dull finish, Which is

A The shiniar urface will have more traction o |
grip at the back end. The duller finish will give an
earlior hook with more of an oven are.

Q. How about spare shooting with aball
that hooks n lot? ' g

A. Some bowlers prefer to have a shiny hard fin- -
ish ball just for spares, one that will not hook very :

A. Youth howlers will start out light and work
up in weight as they get older. There are youth
programs well suited for young children. Seniors
will usually have to drop off somewhat in weight,
depending on their own physical ability. Many of

md‘uy“s 1§ghw]r balls are more

types of grips that can be
drilled?

A. Better bowlers will want a
fingertip grip, cither full or
semi. Begi: 5 ane i

TOURNAMENT
' SCHEDULE _

al bowlera should stay with con-
ventional grips.

Q. How does tho pin posi.
tion effect tho ball?

A. Pin position indicates the
actunl center of gravity, The pro
shop can use it to incrense or
decrease the amount of hook.

Q. Lane conditions vary.
Now what?

87th Annuani Old Timers -
Tournement and Party
-9:30 a,m. and 1 p.m. Satur-
- day, Nov. 28 .
-Dinper at 3:30 p.m. only.
Seven age groups. .
Thunderbowl Lanes, 4200
Allen Road, Allen Park
Call John Chmelko (810)
766-3240. .

and will .-
produce good results,

Q. What’s the best way to
got properly fitted?

A This is really the most
important consideration of all.

. Every pro shop will be sure to fit

their customers right. That is
their business, and they are very
good at it. Just measuring the fin-
gers and drilling holes is not good

ds, Edgar’s legacy lives on
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Q. What is best for youth bowlers or senior -

enough. The pro shop will analyze -

the bowling style, the flexibility
and delivery, get the proper pitch-

. g and ball balances for getting
the most out of your ball.
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Stock of:
Balls & Accessories
Expert Drilling

Inside
Drakeshire Lanes
35000 Grand River
Farmington
(248) 477-0048

Hours: Tues. thru Sat. 2-8 p.m.

E B - Call tor Detalls - .
I (248) 852-9100 g
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- ERIDAY NIGHTS
ALLYOU CAN BOWL
sg75
From 8 PM 10 1 AM
(Bring this ad lor $1.00 Discount)
"WCW’ BOWLING LEAGUE
Bo MUM&MWC‘NW&G

BOWLING ISFUN |
At

{transfers and taxes included)
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Join one of our l..n.s Vegas Leagues where every member
receives the following:

¥ Round Trip Alr Transportation to Las Vegas

¥ § Days & 4 Nights statop Las Vegas Hotel ¢ Silver Dollars for the Slots 5

 Entry Into a Private 9 Pia No-Tap Toumament o/ Weekly Fon all Season!
w#Plus, Show Tickets for each Ist Place Team.
§ Only $17 per weck!

. CENTURY BOWL, Waterford, (248) 668-4700, Monilays at 9:16 pm

PLUM HOLLOW LANES, Southficld, (248) 353-8540, Sundays 8:30 pm
< TROY LANES, Troy, (248) 879-8700, Sundays at 7:30 pm

Gq S

v A Complimentary Breakfast and
Dianer Buffes

. 'f’a
R F\/ N (e Asirones) f
A g In Madison Helghts R
1§ 1~ & (248) BT7-0440 %

-] Spectal Discounts for Michigan Majors

8 & B PRD BHOP

. 32288.J0HN R

KUY BY AL STAR CLASSICTIAMPIONS
Jeft Suma ® Fred Tanss
BALLS ¢ BAGS ¢ SHOES

SHIRTS » TROPHIES
Protessional Lasecns by Appolntment

Mid-States, NAB! and Youth Bowlers

ey

- UNIVERSAL LANES, Warren, (810) 751-2828, Sundays at 8:30 pm .}

Nt
| 131 5. MILFORD ROAD » MILFORD
. (da cornr of Ganaral Motors B )

FORD
NES

R

BOUWL...A Fun Sport 1%
For All Rgesl . E

+ Evary other Frida) i
EGAS LEAGUES b

*SENIORTRIO LEAGUE
Join the Funl Tuesday-1 p.m.

Have your BIRTHDAY or
CORPORATE PARTY with us
(Packages Available)

*GLOW BOWL" .
Tha Aroa's Promlor Systom

e

Bactk »ttack

Bowling & Trophy -

* JACRETS

Inslde

Thunderbird
Lanes
“400 W. Maple

. Troy
B (248) 362-2212
Fax: (248)362-2213 -

Everyone Winst
Las Vedas League

Wi day at 9:00 p.m.

Bowl One Lanes of Troy |

* 40 Brunswick * Full Bllllard Room
+ 2 Cocktail Lounges
+ Restaurant 8. Banquet Facllitles

Rock *n Open Bowd - «
Fridays 10 p.m.10 1 ..
THUNDERBIRD LANES

400 W. MAPLE ROAD

TROY, M{ 48084

Your Proprietor: Ron Wengle
1639 £. 14 Mile Road * Troy
" Phone: (248) 588-4850

e

1-248362-1660 ..

Fax: (248) 588-4908
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