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plexes are fair game and 80 aro thoso parked along  before being pawnied without
‘residentinl streets. . o trace, :
Moanwhilo, a emall group of criminals are  “They stenl the signal and
vesponsible for o large number of the cases. In take nnother person's .. nir
other words, thess ore criminals who have a game  time and start using it,” Putt -
plan and know how to executo it. continued, *It’a not traceable. *
Some victims, however, knowingly leave the I've had it happen to me.
itoms out in the open to cash in on insurance There wero calls on my bill to
monoy. “Thera is a lot of insurance fraud, or people  South Bend, Ind. I don't
out-and-out l{e,” Putt said. know anyono in South Bend.”
Not only do victime make it easy for the cell Putt said there are some
phones to bo taken, thoy don't follow through by painters for cell phone own-
. filing a polica report. “Because some of the cellular  cra to avaid being targeted. o ,
phones aro oldor, people think they don't have - The most obvious, of Qhylous:
value,” Putt explained. Many police reports list course, are locking vehicles Someon.e left
stolen cell phones with o value of $150-$300. and making sure phones — or hei
Those who do file police reports often do them- other valuable items, for that thetr car
gelves and the polico investigators little good,.. matter—are not in view, P’Wﬂe
because they do not provide enough detailed infor-  Just in case, howover, Putt plugged, an
mation about the stolen phones. Putt said owners suggested using the cell tnvitation to
often do not know the make and model of a phone, phone’s locking feature, To. . thieves.
let alone serial number. unlock it, tho owner’s person-
*By and ldrge, they dre out of luck,” Putt said. al identification number haa
“Peopla don't know” that information, “They say to be pressed in. -
‘Motoroln phone.” Well, that slims it down to about Above all else, “People need to take responsibili-

b -
CHEEking: Farmington Public Safety Commander Maria Putt checks autos in - - Bine million. You have to give us a fighting ty for the "’f’;":"':h”".i“;’""'d‘ge:‘ least give us o~
3 . 220 2 oan s 2 chance. chance to combat ¢crime,” ahe a: 3
dolThtown Farmington to see how obvious it is for criminals to determine what to Staten cell phones nlso can bo easily cloned 8 '

stoat and how to steal, especially when doors remain unlocked.

Here’s what to do
. f ) . t.

Here's what police say some- and number, serial number,
one should do if their cellular color, and ™~ yos — the phone
telephone is atolen: number,

B Contact service provider W Unless those steps are fol-
immediately to shut down ser- lowed, tho “chancea of recovery
vice: are slim,” said Maria Putt, com-

M MoXe o police report. mander for Farmington Public

® Know what kind of phone it Safety.
is. That includes model name

Hills firefighters score big

Five Farmington Hills fire- Derick Smith and Dave Handley,

. fighters participated in the, The Detroit Metro Seftball
National Firefighters Softball Club finished the tournament
Championships, September 11- with a five-win, two-loss record
' and an cighth place finish
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