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freedom for prisoners a Senate issu

Jowish groups saw the need to protect
righta of Jowish inmates, Rabbl Marla.
Feld: ing the Jewish Com-

‘A Sonato i is
whether to includo prison inmatea in a
proposed “Roligious Freedom Restora-
tion Act” boing pushed by.churches and

. dvil libertariana.

=*We'll take this up in Novembor, in
tho'poat-election session,” said Sen.

William Van Regonmorter, R-Jenison,

chair of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
@o, during a Sept. 16 hoaring. :

'=*Tho safoty and sccurity of prisons
has to como first,” said Sen. Mike
Rogers, R-Brighton, who doesn't want to
includo prisonors in the Houso-pasaed
1ill. *I haven't seen it (denial of inmates’

- roligious froedom) happen. We have

seen frivolous auits.” .

> “Inmates don't need thelr (religioua)
freedom restored,” agreed Rop, Kirk
Profit, D-Ypsilanti, sponsor of House
Bill 4376,

< “The American Civil Liborties Union
Eas n long-standing commitment to reli-
gious liberty, both inside and outside
prison,” countered ACLU lobbyist
Wendy Wagenheim of Birmingham in a
Tiewa conforence. .
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Grand jury included in budget |—Tomwmer SEmsi o

munity Couneil, enid, “The Legislatura
would ke to pick and cheose who gots
roligl(‘ouu rights. It's a majoritarian

Y. . .
Thoy cited two cases where prison .

inmates need protection of their reli-
gious righta:-’ .

§ A group of inmates from a losser .
.tionnl Values, and twe Mm}im groups,

. security prison attended a sorvice in a
higher accurity prisen and was strip-
searched four times — once leaving their,

facility, a second timo on arrival nt the -

hoat facility, a third time when leaving
the host facility and a fourth time on
-returning.to their home facility. The
Jewlish spokesporsons said strip-scarch-

g had a chilling effect on the practico af..

their faith,

Dan Cohen, exccutive director of
tho-Anti-Defamation League in South-
fiold, produced o lotter from Warden
Henry Grayson at the Parnall Facility
in Jackson saying the department “doea
not accommodate prisoners with'a
Sukka, nor accommodate their partici-
pation in n Jowish Sukkot Festival.”

* " .Sen. Chris Dingell, D-Tronton, was

:ympntl';nﬂc with the prison stories.

.“My criticiam of the Department of Cor-

roctions is thoy taka their timo and say,
“Whait till next year; the holiday’s over.’ I

- want to sce something fast.”

. Pushing tha bill is an unlikely group
whose members more often are at ona
another's throats: ACLU, ADL, the
Christian Legal Socicty of Troy, Michi.
gan. Family Forum, "the Michigan
Catholic Conference, Citizons for Tradi-

among others, -
- %It ia rare when the ACLU, Michigan
Family Forum and the Chri

——s A

inn Legal -

- govornment off religion'a back.”

But in an Orogon caso dealing with
Indians’ use of peyote, the Suproma
Court, watered down the meaning of
“compelling interest.” Rosults: Jowish

bjections to ies were overlooked
evangelical churches were zoned out of
commercial areas, ond even the configu-
ration of church buildinga waa'regulat-
ed, Walker said, . ‘

Congress in 1993 passed a Religious
Freedom Restoration Act, attempting to
undo the high court's decision, It cov-
eored prison inmates, But in 1897 the
S declared the act uncon-

Soclety join in coalition,” said ACLU's
Wagonheim. “But this is one issue on
which wo all agree.” . . .

J, Brant Walker, general counsel of
the Baptist Joint C il in Wash-

Co
atitistional na it applied to stato and
local governments. -
Honce the affort in Michigan ond
other states for a state RFRA, pro-
d “riff-ra.”

ington, D.C., said tho story started with
a U.8. Supreme Court decision in 1990,
The U.S. Constitution's first amend-
ment providea for no eatablishment
church end free exercise of religion.
Courts long had held that “government
must have a compelling state intercst”
beforo it interfered with religious prac-
tice, said Walker, an attorney as well as
o Baptiat minister. *That was to keop

. Profit anid Michigan courts have
given greater weight to cities’ rights of
historic preservation than to the consti-
tutional right of free exercise of religion.
Ho cited the fight his own First Presby-
terinn Church of Ypsilanti had had with
the city and circuit court.

Under a 1978 historic district ordi-
nance, he told the Senate panel, the city
found 12 building violations and gave
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the church 21 daya to make $140,000 in

_repairs - to a building that had cost lesa

than $62,000 to buy nine years carlier.
Church members voted to demolish it,
but the Historic District Commission
denied the church a demolition permit.
It also denied the church a moving per-

‘mit, Washtenaw  Circuit Judge Donald

Shelton ruled in favor of the city’s effort
to make repairs and bill the church. On
Feb, 3, the state Court of Appeals

‘nﬂ'm‘nnd Shelton's decislon in favor of

the city, .

“My church caved in,” said Profit.
“This is symptomatic.” :

Profit’s bill, which the House passed
99.0 on July 3, says in Scc. 3 that the
state and local units “shall not impase.a
substantial burden on a person’s excr-
cise of religion unless it* proves that (n)
‘The burded is necessary to advance-a .
compelling governmontal interas! )
Tha burden is the least reatrictive
means of furthering the compelling gov-
ernmental intereat ..” - -— -

See. 4; the disputod one, appli¢s:to
prison inmates. - X =

Refer to House Bill 4376 when writing
to your state senator, State Capitol, PO
Box 30036, Lanaing 48909. .

Pontine cit)" limits
: Con‘u_nuulty: Bloomfield

“the 1999 Oakland Coun

BY PAT MURFBY
STAFF Warrn

- 1
T A voto of confidence for the

prosccutor and a slight cut in
property toxes are components of
budget
expected to be approved Thurs-
day at the regular meéting of tho
county board of commissioners,

The budget includes $60,000
requested by prosecutor David
Goreyca to extend the Oakland
County Citizens Grand Jury for
six months, Lot

The budget also cuts county
property taxes by about 16 cents
per $1,000 of cash value — or
about $16 for the owner of &
house valued at $200,000 and
assessed at $100,000.

Both are part of tho d

$1,765,676 over this year's, is
docsn't repregent o significant
increase or shift in policies, said
Robert J. Daddow, the county’s
director of management and b
budget. “The budgot is 726 pages
and includes more than 6,000
line items,” Daddow said Friday.
*It's very difficult to make com-
parisons, But basically it's a no
change budget.” '

Tho property tax rate for 1999
will b 4.19 mills per $1,000
assessed valuation, Daddow
said, down from 4.3605 in 1998,
“That’s the lowest in the state,”
he said.

The county board has held
hearings on the proposed budget
for about two months, Some final
adjustments were made last
week in i t

the prop
$573,228,287 budgot for 1998
that is scheduled to be upproved
‘Thuraday, the last board meet-
ing of the 1998 fiscal year.

" While the 1999 budget is

One such adjustment was
mado after the prosecutor told
members of the bonrd’s Finance
Committee that the current
grand jury, acheduled to expire

at the ond of this month, is
involved in several cases requir-
ing additional deliberation.

“It makes more -sonsce to
extend tho existing grand jury
rathor than convening & now
one,” esid Goreyea, “The grand
jury is one_of the most effective
tools in law enforcement.”

The chair of the finance com-
mitteo said the unanimous vote
in favor of extending the grand
jury was a vote of confidence for
the prosecutor's office. “We like
what the grand jury is doing,”
safd Sue Ann Douglas, R-
Rochester,

Since convening in April, the

grand jury hos issued 14 indict- -

ments, including onec against a
suspect in a 2@~ycnbold murder

Oct. 31,
-

Road improvements could
causc delays on the following
Oakland County Roads this
weck, Roads are open unless
noted. alternative routea’are
advised in all instances.

® DEQUINDRE ROAD -

From: Big Beaver to Wattles

Community: Troy

Datails: Road Commission of
QOakland County is widening
this section from two to five
lanes, Should be completed by

FLEMINGS LAKE

ROAD .

- From: Clarkston Road to

Waters Rond
Community:

Township .
Details: RCOC is paving this

Indu‘pendence

case, said

gravel rond, Project should be
leted by Oct. 31.

John Pietrofesa who coordinates
tho investigation. “We- also
indicted nine people in a major
drug conspiracy,” he said.

@ LONG LAKE ROAD

From: Falmouth to Grandy,
east and wost of Rochester
Road

the road. Complotion date
unknown.

RIVER

a GRAND
.AVENUE °~ |

From: Throughout Lyon
Township

Community: Lyon Township
Details: Lyon township is

- installing & water main along

the road.
m AIRPORT ROAD
From: Hatchery Road to
Williams Lake Road
Communlity: Waterford
Township .
Details: RCOC is resurfocing
rond. Completion date is Sept.

23, .
-l KLINGENSMITH ROAD

Dotails: RCOC fe recon-
structing and resurfacing road.
Completion by end of Novem-

ber.
B ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
From: Commerce Road to
Old Telegraph Road
Communities: Orchard
Lake Village, Kecgo Harbor,
Sylvan Lake, West Bloomfield
Township, Pontince
. Details: RCOC is recon-
structing and resurfacing rond.
Completion date ia Nov. 16,
SCOTT LAKE ROAD .
From: Dixie Highway to
Elizobeth Lake Road
Community: Waterford

Township
.Detalls: RCOCl ie recon.

From: of Klin-
gensmith and Ward
Community: Bloomfield
Township - . .
Detatls: RCOC resurfacing
intergection - - T T T
]

ROAD
From: Square Lake Road to

and rond,
completion date is Nov. 30.

B 14 MILE

From: Stevenson to Bellovuo
* Community: Troy

~.. Detailst RCOC is recon-

structing and resurfacing road.
completion date is Nov. 30.
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It's absolutely free,
R and

E« 2#%\""3»}55@:3

with you about

w’  Mark your
calendar and we'll
see you on the 23rd|

Laurel Manor
39000 Schoolcraft, Livonia
Wednesday, September 23, 1998

il:00am. - 7p.m.
- Admission-Free
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Thinking about changing jobs or beginning a career in a new
field? Here is a great opportunity to leave your resume with more -
than 60 companies and agencies who are looking for talent.

Now is the time to update your resume, make 50-60 coples and
visit our Job Fair,

representatives
from the firms

listed here are
ready to talk

your future
employment
plans.




