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favorite bookutorus told her
about how he once set out to
“live en the otreet, but found it
8o liard that ho had to got a job.”

‘That line set Rubin in pursnit

of n story. She !nvatcd tho store .

clerk %o lunch,

As a rosult of convurantinns
with thae clerk, Rubin penned
“Howie tho Bum," one of the
short stories in her recent collec-
tion,

But the road from cpiph

‘Writing is about heart, and Imowlng storylolllng
asa eraft is how yeu got to heart.”

Gay Rubin

%mchuu cmnﬁvn wntmg at the
of N

{inishod story, for Rubin, can
crdly be called frcile.

“Writing is about heart, and
knowing storytelling ns a eraft is
how you get to heart,” she said.
1t's a tireleas process.

Rubin rewrites

dlossly, then " .

where
nlm aurnod a master'a in fizo

ln the apring of 1097, Rubin
translated her lave of books into
a cable show, “Writors’
Rnundtublc, which aired in the

cuts, cuts, cuts until all that
remains ig tho ossential spino of
the story.

In hatween, however, it's not
unusual for her to pit aside a
story. A 100-page story sat in 2
drawer for a decade before Rubin
said she resurrected it becauso “I
finally knew what it's about.”

And an expansive draft of a’
novel ~ which mensures in pages
about three-feet high — is all fin-
ished, according to Rubin;
except, of caurse, it just needs
new werds, ghe said.

As hor fineat short storics
dcmnnstmtu, undorstatement is
Rubin’s finest literary tool.

A sense of play
A regular lecturer at loeal
writing conferences, Rubin also

Conversations i j.:

field aroa.
’I‘hn ahow, which ran for four
months, featured discussions

* with writors, including Charles

Baxtor and Judith Guest,

- For & gregarious person who is
rolegnted to the sedentary writ-
er's life, Rubin sees tho irony as
a leason for her own.life and for
her readers.

“I want pauplo to see ironics
and paradoxes in my stories that
teach them somothing about
life,” sho said. “But I want to
write about serious things in a
way that's playful.”

True to hor crodo, RuSin
already has n working title for
her next collection of atories. She
refers to her now work as “How
to bo n bitch.”

“It's nutobmgrnphmnl.' she

On a Good Duy

laughed. 1 uscd to be a nico por-

gon, There's ulready one story,

it's called, 'How to out-bitch the .

bitchos™
> Of courss, Rubmlnuglm Then,

she wondors whether she should -

havp said what she did. When

she's told that it's a “pravocative,

titlo,” she'a apparently convinced
to stick with her quate.

But before Rubin continuea to
work on her.next collection of
stories, sho'll travel to promoto
her new book, and meet many of

the readers who she koeps in |

mind as she writes,

While it may all scem like
play, . there's no mistaking
Rubin's sense of urgency.

“Lot ‘me know what you think

of my book,” sho said. Then, she |

-quickly adds: “Only tell mo if you

- love it. If you don't, I'm unavail-

able

Don't belleve it.

Rubin is just past the pages in
her book. Readers will find her
eye-to-eye. Heart-to-heart.

aver time,”

And there's plenty of layers in
“Shakespeare in Zove.”
Shakespeare’s shadows

Taking libertics with history
and Shakespenrean scholarship,
thc movie offers an inventive
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story-tehind-the-story of Shake-

spearc's great romantic tragedy

“Romeo and Juliot.”

While there are many refer-
ences to othor plays in Shake-
speare’s body of work, and an
impressivo range of acting tal-
ent, the truly remarkable fenture
of the film is Shakespeare’s mas-
tery of Janguage and ability to
transfer passion into stunning
descriptivo phrases.

In the age of tabloids, sitcoms
and pulp fiction triteness, fow
writers can even pass through
Shakespearo’s l:mg shadow,

Of courso, Shak o lived

Hopefully, “Shukespenm in
Love” will be a bridge for readers
to explore the playwright's larg-
er body of work, including “Ham-
lot,” “Othello” “The Tempest,” “A
Midsummer Night's Dream,”
“Twelith Night,” *Henry V," an
“Julius Caesor.”

After all, in our age of termi-
nal reruns, perhaps rereading
and rewatching Shakespearo's
1v:’m'ka is the best we can hope

for. .

Frank Provenzano ‘can be
mnched at (248) 901 26567, ar at

amid a time when words were
akin to the realism of photogra-
phy and the magic of film.

Or write to: The Ececntric Ncwu-
papers, 805 E. Maple, Birming-
ham, 48009.

ART BEAT

" Send items for consideration in

Art Beat to Frank Provenzano,
(248) 901-2567. Or write to him
at the Blrmlnglmm Eccentric
Newspaper, 805 E. Maple, Birm-
ingham, 48009,
SOQUTHFIELD'S CAIH‘DAR
AVAILABLE
The city of Soutbﬁuldu annual
calondar, “The Tapestry of
Southficld,” depicts the vaat
multicultural apirit of tho com-

munity.

The 1988 calendar showcases’
distinctivo features of the city's
African American, Armenion,
Chaldean, chish aml Russian -

cultures, .
R of § are®

Uffizi, Sistino Chapel, Davanzati

Paluce in Florence and the Villa®

Farnesina in Rome,

Estimate touy price of $3,079
is based on double occupancy, It
includes airfare, hotels, adnis-

. vions, transtors, and most meals. -

A 3500 doposit 38 required to
reservo space, Doadline for final
payment is Jan. 22. !

Winter clnsses on Italian art
and architecture will bo offered
at the BBAC,

For movre information, call

(248) 644-0866.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS AT BBAC

Nisio now trustees have been
alectod to:the Elrminghum,
Bloomfield Art Conter.

mailed the calendars. Anyone
interested in purchasing tha
1999 edition should ecall (248)
354-4854.
NERERVE YOUR VIEW

Tho Birmingham Bluomﬁnld

*Art Center will host a tour of

Florence, Siena and Rome, from
April 22 to May 2.

Joining the tour will be
renown phofographer Baithazar
Korab, who is currently working
on a photography book of Roman
rooftops.

The tour of Italy will be led by

.art historian Deborah Kawsky

and BBAC's Exccutivo Director
Junet Torno. .
Participants will vigit the

New appointees include:

® Ferdinad Hompson, presi-
dont of Habatat Gullenca in Pon-

tinc

ﬂ Debbie Juromo, assistant
director of human resources for
Sakes Fifth Avenue, Somerset

- Klmbcrly Johnson of Kim-
berly Gro

L] Lynn Liddlc, vice presldent
of corpo. and

Obanrvnr & hcdntric Newnpa-

mﬂ Jum\ mchnrdson-l’nm, art
educator and

B Linda Truxell, attorney
OAKLAND COUNTY f-ﬁ“ﬂ‘
RECEIVE GRANTS

ArtServe Mnchignn named fivo
Onkland County artists as recip-
icnts for thu!r annual Creative
Artist Gran H

The nmm includo:

B Sheila Landis of Rochester -
Hills to create a geries uf;uzz»
wurks bmd on audicnco sugges-.

ll Rubort Schofmnn of West
Bloomfield to create a large dip-
tych oil pmnﬂnx entitled,
“Utopia.”

[ ] Bnrbnm Selinger of Farm-
ington Hille to create and pro-
duee “Virtunl Voices,” a multi-
media dance intigrnting live
dance with projected video and
still photography.

® Russcll Thayer of Lathrup
Village to create a body of sculp-,
ture based on rural imagery in

mvutor relntions, Valassis Com-
munications, Livonia

o Bill Murcka, ownorlproax-
dent of C Asasoci-

the St River Vallov.

M Mark Gattlicb of Jwoyal Oak
for the composition of 2 song
cyelo for chamber orchestra, tra-'

tin

I Churyl Noonan, art cduwwr

. and arti

= Steven Pope, publisher,

diti instru.
ments nnd soloiats.

ArtServe Michigan aupports
and advocates for the arts and
cultural education in Michigan,

@hsewerg Fecentric
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Laurel Manor in Livonia:
Wednesday, March 24, 1999
11:00 a.m.—7 p.m. -

Y “Great job! Well organized!”.
*" We received 400 resumes; thought it was great.”—Employment Connections Personne! T
. Y “Very organized and professional”—Parisian Department Store
*"ﬂze advertising was wonderful, we were very pleased with the turn-gut.”—Performance Personnel
“These are just a few of the positive comments we received following our first Job Fair in September ‘98, ’
? This March, you will have an opportinity to participate in our second, which promises to be even better,
- Thss general job fair is open to all professions and occupations. So, if you wish to add or replace with competent personnel
Gur Job Fair is the place to be on March 24, 1999. -
Commsl now! Space is limited—Don't miss this chance to find the help you've becn searching fort

. » =
mamw HmmeNc«smpmJabm seamnmme

‘lb reserve your space, call 734-953-2070.
E Yaur parﬂclpat[on is only $625 and includes:

. An 8-foot skirted table and chalrs {no booths, please) .
« Box lunches for two (2) statfers :

+ Inciusion In all Falr advertising and editorlal In
The Observer & Eccentric and HomeTown Newsp

"—~Kohl's Department Store

p

- Incluston on our Web Sites promoting the Falr

% | »AQUARTER PAGE AD I¥ OUR OFFICIAL JOB FAIR
if SUPPLEMENT  with distribution to more than 255,000
houssholds (sse spbc!ﬂcetlona on the reverse)

. Radio promotion of the Job Falr

L An excellent opportunity to mest prospactive employoei

Plan for our next Job Falr on We'dnesday, September 22, 1999!

Tour Italy: The
BBAC will host
a tour of Flo-
rence, Siena
and Rome, from
April 22 to May
2. For informa-
tion, call (248)
644-0866.

PROTO DY DALTRAZAR KORAR

Bnteraction ro pws

The 20th century galleries aro
much like a work of art in
progress. The cducation depart-
ment iz creating more interpre-
tivo labels, but also developing
now tools for interproting art.
Currently. in the works is &
curiosity cabinet for the pop art
gallerics, The hands-on nctivlty
will help viewers experience &
variety of pop art, Brochurea aré
also being written that cancen-
trato on a single picce of art.

“Mary Ann was excited about

this being a laboratory,” said:

Jones, “We learn so much fram
what we've done, I haven't scen
anything like this in other muse.
ums. It's very epecial.” .

Dmnasonﬂrlud 18 months ago
to make way for the “Splendors
of Ancient Egypt” exhibition, the
modern and.contemporary art
galleries lead viewers through a
gamut of styles fram Abstract
Expressionism to Picasso and
Cubism, Matisse and the
of Paris, Minimaliam, and

' Abstraction after 1950, Among

the newer worku is Martin
Puryear’s wire mesh and tar
sculpture, The 1997 work,
acquired two months ago, is at

" once delicato and sturdy.

*We never had the opportunity
to take everything out and put
overything in again,” said
Wilkinson. “Wo wanted to muake
the collaction underatandabke
and approachable, We ronlized
cnrly on thnt wa couldn’t do lt
chr 80 wa've
art works in clustors, The hard
part to doing*this was not
putting out everything 1 wanted
to.”

Visitors will find Kandinsky’s
work incorporated with art by
Adolph Gottlieb and Detroit
artist Ed Fraga. Moro than ever,
Michigan-made art can be scen
in the gallerics. Ellen Phelan,
Ann Mikolowski and Brenda
Goodman are a fow of the Jocals
boing shown. Tyree Guyton's
*CogeC Brain” from 1980 is cre-
ated from ropo, a bird caga and
other found objecta. Tho last con-
tomporary art gallery deals with
narrative painting. Here, visitors
ora treated to works by Mike

Kcelley, who grew up in Michigan
and now lives in Californiz, and

. Peter Williams, an instructor at

Wayne State University.

“It's a good way to learn about
nrtists in the state,” said Wilkin-
son. “This gallery will change
often so people will understand
how' deep our collection is. The
contemporary gallery shows the
return to figurative painting
that happened in the late 1980s.
A video kiosk will eventually fen-
ture performing artists, That's
:hr.)l’s. peaple have to keep coming

ack.”

Passion for Glass

The exhibition, “A Passion for
Glnsgs: The Aviva and Jack A.
Robinson Studie Glass Collec-
tion,” i one of the highlights of
the 20th contury galleries. It
continugds through Sunday, Feb.

.14 in the large scale, well-lit

showcases, William Morris, Dale
Chihuly and Ginny Ruffner are
among the contemporarv - udio
glass artists in tho celleviign, the
Robinsons donated to the mube-
dm in 1996, /

*Tho Robinsons gave u)/donn-
tion to transform the gallery into
a apaco where you cafi display
decorative arts,” said Wilkinson,
“Wu've nover had that before.
Docarative arts will end up in
this gallery once the Robinsons
gloss collection exhibit closes.”

Wilkinson plana to rotate work
in the 20th contury galleries in
six months, Warhol portraits on
loan to the Kalamazoo Musoum
will be displayed upon their
roturn. A special project spnco
will host installations, art and
video such ns Bill Vicla’s “Ninc
Attompta to Achicve Immortalis
ty” created in 1996,

*It's more of a work in
progress,” said Wilkinson, *See-
ing where it works, what doesn't
work. Now that gallerios have'~
been reinstalled we can go back
and fine tune. We can start
thinking about acquisitions and

-bringing in cxhibits such as Ben

Shahn in July”



