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Singing Lossons; A Momolr of
Lova, Loss, Hopo, and Haallng
By Judy Collins .
(Pocket Books, $26) 0"

BY KEZLY WYGONIX
BTAFF WRITER

kwygon {k@oehamecomum.not

Singing is as natural to Judy
Collins as brenthing. She's been
singing for as long as she can
remember ~ for the joy of it, to
put food on the table and to heal
emotional wounds. Tho most
painful of all being the auicide of
her only child, u son, Clark, age
33, in January 1992.

In her journal, Collins'
younger sister Holly wrote -
“Suicide is & permanent sojution
to a temporary problom.”

For survivors, tho weight of |

wondering if there was some-
thing you could have done to
stop tho suicide, can be unbear-

_ able.

There were times after Clark’s
suicide when Collins herself
wanted to die. She wrote
instend, to remember her son, to
help her survive, There are fow
guidebooks for aurvivors. Collina
Yegan “Singing Lessons: A Mem-
oir of Love, Loss, Hope and Heal-
ing,"” thinking that it would be a
book ahout suicido. Instead, it
turned out to be 8 tender, very
persenal story, about Collina,
her life, and battles with depres-
sion and aleohol, and-struggle to
go on living aflter Clark died.

"As I wrote,” said Collins. “I
realized that Clark’s story was
abojit memory, but it was also
about the Jessons I had learned:
lessons of work, of survival, of
loss, of lovo; lessons of singing
through the storm,”

Blessed with good teachers
who helped her become tha leg-
cnd she is, Collins generously

- shares those lessons in lier mem-
.oir. Her book is part autobio-

graphical, part confession, part
instruction. Ench of the 14 chap+
ters begins with o‘personal
prayer. v

She is forgiving s she pieces -
“ togother painful memories such

as her father's depression and

dy Collilns shares
from a hard life in memoir

alcoholism, demons, which later
haunted hor. For Collina, the
pieces, once scattered, have come
togother, and she's found the
golution to what was once z
,painful puzzla. .
Clark, also suffered from
. depression, and began using
. drugs when ho waa 9 or 10,
In her search for peace, Collins
learned that ‘s\:\‘icido tendencies
i ut tendenci

lessons

belief in God. Growing up,
Collins battled polio. As a young
adult sho fought tuberculosis.
Married after she learned she
was pregnant, shortly before her
19th birthday, Collins supported
her son and husband, Peter,
graduate studont, by singing in
clubs during the folk movement'a
formative years in the 19G0s.
She was o carcer woman during
a time when most woman stayed
liome with their children.”
During the 19608, Collins was
making history, sharing the
stage with people who would
become American folk legends
including Bob Dylan, Peter
Yarrow and Pote Seegor. She

- recorded songs by Leonard

Cohon and Joni Mitchell before
mainstream America knew wha
they were, Collins sang at anti-
war rallics, fund-raisers for the
freedom workers in Mississippi,
and benefits for women's rights.
She remains active in politica
and social causes and recently
received an awnrd by Peace
Action for her work with
UNICEF.

She knows the pnin of being a
ging.e mother, and losing cus-
tody of o child, which she did
after divorcing Petor. Later,
Poter, who romarried the doy
after their divorce became final,
d Clark, then 9, to his

*are not ink

:toward dopression are.” There
. was alechalism in both her moth-
er's and father's family. As she
was finishing her memoir, a
, nephew died from an averdose.

¢ “Singing Lessons” is about
loss, but it's also about joy.
i Collins is a remarkable woman
‘who has led an interesting life.
She met President Kennedy and
became friends with President
Clinton and his family.

Her father, Charles Collins,
lost his sight at the oge of 4, yet
put himself through college,
learned to play piano, and sup-

. ported his family as a radio
announcer. Despite his blind-
ness, Charles was fiercely inde-
pendent. Ho and Judy’s mather,
Marj: rie, instilled in their five
children a strong work ethic, and

r
motlier beeause he was a hond-
ul.

Alwaya there was the music,
and it has comforted Collins
throughout the years. No matter
haw bleak things were, sho
never lost faith, or belief in the
power of love. In 1978 she met
Louis, whom she married in
1996.

Her lessons are inspiring,
especially at the start of o new
year when many people vow to
change their lives - “Even the
darkest day hay ita sunlight.”

As an added bonus, the book
includes a CD with four songs
written by Collins — “Singing
Lessons,” “Born' to-the Breed,”
“The Fallow Way,” and “The
‘Wedding Song (for Louis).

The past echoes through
new abduction mystery

Four Comers of Night
By Craig Holden
(Delacarte, $23.95)

Palm Sunday,
1996. Veteran

Steiner " and
Bank Arbaugh
sit in a grungy
diner, waiting to
dig into the
usual bacon-
and-eggs spo-
cial, hoping tq
. unwind after yet
another graveyard shift in the
decaying Midwestern city they
call home.

Suddenly, a call comes in over
thelr radio. In one of the more
dilapidated parts of town, a child
has come up missing and is
feared abducted.

The call, in o sense, nppears to
freezo the two experienced law
men momentarily, Soon, we sce
why.

Seven year’s earlier, Arbaugh’s
daughter disappeared and,
deapito a mnssive manhunt, was
never found. Now this high-pri-
ority radio call seems a chilling
echo from the shaved past of
these two childhood fricnds.

Thus begina the third novel by
Dexter, Mich., writer Craig
Holdon (“Tho River Sorrow,”
“The Last Sancturary™. In it, he
proves, once again, that he can
roach out and grab a roader’s
attention from the get-go. In that
initial scenc, we can smell tho
bacon and coffeo, hicar the intru-
sive erackle of tho police radio,
and we can foel the: i

VICTORIA
biAZ

detectives Mack -

along for the riveting, you-are-
there ride as the two partners
prowl the ragged streets, trying

. to unravel the mystery of thi's

latest di

enough twists and curlicucs to
satisfy the most sophisticated
thriller fad, Even when you
think overything has been

Iy they find startling connectiona
between the two cases.

The tale is told from the view-
point of Mack Steiner, who
describes himself as “ an agnos-
tic Jewish-Lutheran™ whose
“interest in finding a solution
comes from the ... knowledge of
what this ... gir] must be going
through and, to be honest, from
the sheer intrigue.” N
. He does not, he insists, popsess
the amount of empathy his high-
ly-cmotional partner does. “What.
has always beon surprising
nbout him .. is the depth to
which he feels for theso victima,”
he tells us,

In eloquent prose that shows
up too rarely in suspense fiction,
and with a kind of singularity of
voice, Holden not only paints his
two main charactera in living
color but doca the samo with a
host of supporting players.

From Steiner's troubled ado-
lescent dnughter, who seems on
tho vergo of disappearing her-
self, to Arbaugh'’a nasty foster
mothor, to the grubby prosti-
tutes on tha street corners of this
crippled ¢ity, to the ceackheads
in the ragged buildings, all {no
matter how brief their appear.
ance in this drama) seem real
enough to touch.

Figuring very largo herv is the
city itself. Never nnmed, which
makes it even more haunting, it
lics someowhere’ beneath a
*socked-in Ohio sky,” Rusty,

h stoined, moldering, it

between these two off:duty copa.
One wants to evade the “flow
and garbage and pain” and ans
cannot turn his back on it

The former gives way to the
latter, and wo find oursel

provides a rich and memorable
backdrop for Holden smartly-
paced story,

Othor pluges: “Four Cornors of
the Night,” through written in
learly ible style, i

led, you still find another
facet of the stary, one more sur-
prise around the next hairpin
curve.

Some of the final surprises
may seem a little far-fetched,
however.

Also, readers who like to delve
into details of police work will
find much of that on these pages,
although the details are never
allowed to get in the way of the
story. “I spent time going on
ealls with two Toledo detectives,”
Holden has snid, in explaining
some of the research for the
book.

“A day shift investigator ...
showed me the general Inyout
and operating ‘procedure of the
detectives' burcau and took me
on some routine calls. I spent
nighta riding with a graveyard
shift loner... responding to calls
ranging from assaults and
abductions and car thefts to
rages and robberies and drug
busta."

Some readers may grow impa-
tiont with Holden's not-nlways
linear narrative. The story is
structured so that we are ofien
taken subtly back-nnd-forth in
time between the earlier disop-
pearance and the lator one. As n
rosult, you muy find yourncif
thinking you are reading about
one, when in fact, you are read-
ing about the other. . .

1t pays to pay close attention,
and keep in mind that this is,
first, foremost, and nlways, a
story about echoes,

Victoria Diaz ia a Livonia free
lance writer who apecializes in
book and theater reviews, You
can reach her by voice mail at
OF2 2045, then press 1854,



