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+* [ cruised south out of Phoenix
‘on U.8. 10 toward Tucaon. It was
‘gtraight and flat and brown and
:dry. My delight at seeing tho sun
in the winter was alightly offsct
by the Jack-luster sconery dot-
ting the highway.

.+ Whenever I'm on vacation my
sense of direction and map read-
ing rallies. Porhaps by some
divino intervention, I con find
obseure places with minimal of
no signs: Back in the Detroit-
metro aren, I have to really con-
centrate to find downriver.

What seemcd like only min-
autes later, I was alrendy 40
miles nouth of Phuenix und wan-
dering a course through deaert
land to the Casa Grande Ruins
National Monument in Coolidge,
Ariz.

» Weathered, tawny monolithg
of the prehistoric Hohokam Indi-
dng glowed with majestic rever-
dnce against the cowgirl blue
aky. Named by the Spanish
axplorers, Case Grande means
“tho Great House." This incredi-
Ble technological feat used a mud
mixture of snnd, clay ond lima-
. 6tone npplied on top of a wooden
frame, in courses that were as
thick as four feet near the base.
Cosa Grande, deemed the
‘inrgest existing Hohokam ruin
tructure, is a splendid example
of their finnl architectural style;
their Classic Period (1100 to
1450 AD).
This was my introduction to
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;Legaci of

tho Hohokam, n mysterious
ancicnt peoplo who left behind
evidence of an advanced civiliza-
tion and technology, similar to
the moro popular Annsazi cul-
ture to the north. Strolling the
carapound ruing and the Groat
Housc' aroused heart.and mind
queaticns about theso highly
cvolved people who date back to
300 AD, according to archeolo-
gists. Some believe that the
Great Hallsg, like the Great
House at Casa Grande, wero
aatronomical’ obsorvatories. The
people gathered.in theso reflec-
tivo arenas to examine their
world through strategic openings
in the walls and also to give
thanks.

For a amall fee, the viaitors *

center offered exhibits and arti-
facts reflecting the Hohokam
lifestyle, o desert farming com-
munity with well-developod
canal and irvigation syatems.
Thoy were alse keen huntor-
gatherers, traders and artisans,
Unique to the Hohokam were
the traditional, decorative red-
pigment paste on buff pottery.

In the lato 1800s, missionaries
visiting this site found the Pima
Indians living in brush huts
nearby the ruins, The Pima
claimed their ancestors were tho
“ho-ho-KAHM,” which translates
into “nll used up.” The disap-
pearance of the Hohokam

the Hohok

Natlonal Park, Romote .‘»nignu,

-rugged terrain and ssguaro

desert giants beckoned, Native
to southern Arizona, tho saguaro
ractus can grow up to 50 feet
tall, Jive fer 350 to 200 years and
weigh up to eight tons. I had just
enough time to drive the ninc-
mile dirt read known as the
Bujads Loop that winds through
majestic saguaro, barrel ¢actus,
toddybear cholla, prickly pear
eactus and mesquite trees.

1 parked my rented brilliont
orange Mustang ncar 4 ‘scenic
path at the basc of aismall
desert mountain that led up to
preserved potroglyphs.-I was
dolighted by the prospect of
these ancient drawinga Thon
my mind conjurced some crazy
people lurking at the mountain's
top, waiting to knock mo aut and
‘rob me, or worse. I realized the
horrid influence of TV and start-
ed down the path. However, still
a city girl, I kept the pepper
spray in my vest pocket.
Emphntic signs to stay on the
trail prompted my search for
desert wildlife, like roadrunners
and gila monsters and the west~
ern dinmond-back rattiesnake.
All I epied were a fow cactue
wrens making holes in spiny
cholla cactus.

The  handiwork of the
Hohokam, the petroglyphs were

tacularl; d ot the

remains a mystery today.
Traveling south on U.S. 10, 1

exited toward the Tucson Moun-

.tain district .~ or Saguaroc

small mountain’a crest, as if an
open-nir chapel. I couldn't inter-
pret their designs, but it felt like
a happy and thankful story. In
gilent unison with an elderly
gentlernan and his companion,
wo stood in awe. !

I exited the park and wit-
nessed otriking pink. blue
mogonta rays piercing gauzy
clouds layering a limitless aky.
Caught up in the beauty, I near-
ly crashed that brilliant orange
Mustang. My destination was
north to Scottsdale,

The following day I traveled
ecast out of Scottadale toward the
quaint, historic town of Globe, a
charming example of the Golden
Age of Mining (1870-1920), not
to mention tha home of the old-
est Woolworth atore of the west.
1 visited the local ruin of Besh-
Ba-Gowanh Archaeological Park,
attributed to the Salado Indians
who also unexplainably disnp-
peared around 1450 AD. |

The Salado are well known for
their incredible and highly deco-
rative utilitarian pottery. I
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Have you always
to learn
how to draw a car?

Now you can - right here at the BBAC. '
Robert McMahan, Chrysler designer arnd Director of
Chrysler's Summer Internship Program will teach

Basic Auto Design from January through March. Noneed .
to feel infimidated by this fascinafing courss which includes

hands-on practice and demonsirations. Developed for

high school students and adults, this class is offered on
Tuesdays from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. beginning January 12
" for 11 weeks. Come and see how you can create a carl

ENROLL FOR WINTER CLASSES NOW!
More of what you want at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center

sl 1516 South Cranbrook Road, Birmingham M‘chigan 48009
i bh (248)544-0866 foxl2481644-790
) Visit aur web site at www.bbartcenter.org
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Sedona, Arizona.

lurked through rooms (some
reconstructed) and climbed the
two-floor structures of the pre-
historic Indian settloment. Near
the compound’s edge stood an

i en chamber. Sim-

north toward Sedona but
detoured to visit what is perhops
one of the best preserved struc-
tures in the Squthwest, Mon-
tezuma's Castle. Ochro eliff

Bl

ilar to the kivas of the ancient
Anasaz, it was a room dug deep
in a pit with an altar against the
wall and a small hole to allow
the spirits amoke to enter and
leave. I envisioned their sacrad
ceremoniea. Prior to the Salado
(between 900 and 1100 AD), evi-
dence suggests that the
Hohokam inhabited these same
groundas in their pit houses, . -

My plune, to continte about an
hour and a half farther east to
the Kinishaba ruinsjjocated on
the Fort Apache India
tion were thwarted, I was sim:
ply toa late. 1 relumogh Seot!
dole. o~

Time limitationa forced chbi

cs. Tho next morning 1 hoaded

training to help yi
by computer and
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* Sits set up fees must b recelved In full 10 qualify for this offer.

dwellings fronting an
azure sky, this magnificent
accomplishment by the Sinagua
Indians dated back to 1125 AD.

1 found myself wondering
nbout their daily lives in these
cliff-sido dwellings. Never mind
the ohvious questions of hauling
all their provisions up those
ateep walls, how did they keep
their toddlers from walking off
the odge and dropping to their
death? .

* Prior to dwelling in cliffe,
these farming people had lived
in the surrounding valley aren,
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_All aglow: A luminous sunrise shrouds Castle Rock, one of several vortics found in

altered when they adopted the
Hohokam irrigation stystem.

It was obvious that the prehis-
toric Hohokam had influenced
the Sinngua, the Salado, the
Pimo and moro than likely many
other Native American people.
Actually, I found mysell becom-
ing intrigued by their mysterious

i at was technological
1y advanced yet simple and apiri-
tunl. I wanted to viait other
obscure ancient ruins through-
out Arizona, to learn more about
their lifestylo. But the reality of
a plane to catch in Phoenix,
baby-sitters to relieve and
reaponsibilities awaiting me,
loomed, I knew that my time,
like that of the ancient
Hohokam, was “all used up.”

Therese L. McFarland is a frec-
lance writer living in Farming-
ton Hills.
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