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Some fast facts o
-The following facts Aboiit-

;3. Thera are approximstoly
| &n av-grsve nighnay 18l gri
. 4. Mora peogia. die’In gl

commercial alriine crashes. s
* 5, More_than50° pbkcent i cr
occur where active warning davic
exist, »
8. The majority’ of

8. Since 1990,
lru;Mm gn_r&fn_:

of highway-rail
traveling less.than 30 mijes-por-hour.
7. 1t tokes a traln trdveling Jess’
‘wothirds of a mije 16 come to a stop.
 thors' have' boen

Taking It in: Ron
Bedra, a Conrail
risk management
manager talks to

the class about |
train safety while,
at right, Noak Lip-
son listens intently
to the presentation.

Students fw }?igﬁt

BY T 8MITH
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tsmith@oehomecomm.net

Darting across railrond tracks, in front of or between
3 i ity for

box cars, app a favorite
thrill-seeking American youngsters,

“It's real important that we educate kids to the danger
of the railroads,” railroad conductor Don Carter, pareat
of student Meghan Carter, said after talking to the kids.
*It's a fascinating thing, but it's & dangerous place. .

“(Exercise) common sense. Stay awey from places you
shouldn’t be.”

The visitors did not hold back wheh it camo to describ-

joree” . = s lt

tracks to safety

accidents aro caused by youngsters racing to get to
school in time.

Again, he urged them to noi even try.

“No one i8 going to be upset with you (for being tardy),
if you say you waited for the train to go by,” Bedra said.

Ancther pointer was for kids to refrain from wearing

opmcr :
—_AGENDAS
Farmington City Council
8 pan. Monday, Jan. 4 -,
City Hall .
(248) 474-8500
Agendn items include: -l
8 Conaider proposed 169D goal
statement LR
& Roport by public services’
director about Rougoe Program
Offico — GLY Grant X
B Rencwal in Mlthignn
Municipal League -
B Proclamation of Martin
Luther Xing Week, from Jan.
18-24 e
¥ Resignations from Down-' "
town Development Authority
board of directors, beautification |
commirsion . !
B Reappointments to beautifi-
cation commission, building
authority, construction hoard of
appeals; appointment to DDA.

Farmington DDA
8 a.m. Tuesday, Jon. 6
City Hall
(248) 474-5600

Agenda items include:

Quarterly report, city trea-
surer B

K Adopticn of city investment
policy

R Aonual meeting, merchants

8 Playscape project presenta-
tion

B Business recruitment report

1 Executive director’s report

Farmington School Board
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. &
Lewis Schulman Admlnis-
trative Center
{248) 489-3200
Agenda items include: .
B Evidence of Excellence: |
of ndmini :

144

ataff and students; recognition of
district PTA council .
B Instructionaf repon. ele-
raentary study progress report
1 Salo of property

But the prico for such daring escapades is not worth
the risk, Hillside Elementary School fourth- gradera
were told during n recent “Parent Pizzazz” classroom )

i safety. “If you're in the tunnel when a train comes through,”

alout railrond

" “You cannot outrun a train,” said

tion Lifesaver, a national program designed to teach stu-
dents the importance of obeying railroad crossing sig-

nals B P

o . A Ry
Proof is the recent tragedy in Wayne Coun

Redford teenager lost his legs duri:

running along side of the train in attempts to touch it.

Ron Bedra of Opera-

b i g

ng an accident, nfter

Changes from page Al .

ing the kind of damage trains can inflict on cars and
pedestriana. |

Bedra said, discussing drawings he showed to the class,

"you're going to be n permanent painting on this wall."

-” And impatient motorists also don't have a chance in

. v 9vthe-tracks confrontations.

“*"“The impact of a train hitting ax automobile is.like a-

car hitting a dog,” Carter said, *Just a thump.”
Bedra also talked about how many train.pes

almost double in size from the
existing 34,000 square feet. The
main floor of the library will be
enlarged and another story will
be added. The expansion actuale
Iy will go into the existing park-
ing lot. Two acres immediately
to the west of the library will be
constructed as the new parking
lot for the facility.

During construction tho
library will remain open and the
existing entrance at the back of
the library will likely be used,
Papai said.

‘When zonstruction bcgina’on

B ‘I truly belleve in
feeding the mind and
you feed the soul. There
has to be a place where
people come to gather
information.’
Bev Papai
—Farmiﬂgtan Ll'bmz director

security system, one that allows
books to check in themselves.

carlier this year,

“All of these plana are costly
to do,” Papai said. “We did mini-
mal cost studics, Otherwise, tax
n:inney would have been wast,
ed.”

But patrons are nssured that
just about everything in the
Hills branch will be moved.
Approximately 3,000 square feet
will be added to the youth
department and the audio visual
department will be moved up
from the lower lavel. Staff space
and offices, as well as a comput-
er clean room and telophone

the Hilla parking lot,
work will simultancously begin
at the Farmington branch, *It
will be the first to be done,”
Papai said. .

Work at the Farmington

branch will include replacement

-and upgrading of the heating
and ventilation units that were
built in 19765.

“We haven’t established a
date. It depends on what kind of
problems we run into,” Papni
added.

Both libraries will have a now

Library officials are now get-
ting into a detailed lysis for
the Hilla expansion.

Among items to be detormined
aro how and where to house
ataff, circulation desk opera-
tions, desks, what things should
go whero — items that library
staff has studied.

Because it was unknown
whether votoers in Farmington
and Farmington Hilla would
pass the millage to retire the
almost $12 million in general
obligation bonds, dotailed expan.

sion plans weren't completed

! apace will be in the
second-story addition. .

A second auditorium also will
be built because of the large
number of organizntions that
ask to,use space in the library
for meetings, Papai said.

*“I truly believe in feeding the
mind and you feed the soul.
There has to be a place where
people come to gather informa-
tion. But the amblance will
make it a place thoy will want to
return to,” Papai added.

sterco headphones when walking or jogging across rail-
road tracks.

M Tentative agreement, Farm-
ington Custodial, Maintenance .

Hillside teacher Dodie Harris invited Bedra and  and Cafeteria Association .
Carter to inform and enlighten the class about the sub- ® Early Chiidhood Study
ject. - . Committeo Recommendations

Harris said she holds the regular “Parent Pizzazz” ses- ® Bids: furniture, Dunckel
sions to help enrich and inform her class about the many  Middle School phases 2-3; Wood-

interesting jobs and hobbies held by parents, grandpar-
ents and other family

“In light of the recent tragedy... I thought this to be
very important and timely,” Harris said.

members.

dale Elementary School addi-
tiona and remadeling project;
carpeting, Highmeadow Com-
mon Campus.

BooKS ;o poseas

354,826 the previous year.

. In professional services in November, the Farm-
ington branch had phone requests for help of
1,298, and in person at 4,640; the Hills %ranch
had 2,637 phona calls for help and 8,834 in person
requests, A year-to-date total for professfonal ser-
vices for both branches waa 84,923.

In the Internet and electronic resources area,
log-ins, dial-ins and connections amounted to
31,769 with a year.to-date total of 135,368.

“By the timo the new building opens, we will
have o one million circulation,” Papal said. *Our
overall goal is to climinate barriers to public use.
That includes the physical building and policy
obstacles,” Papai said.

In responsa to a February 1998 survey of resi-
dents, the library board eliminated fees for feature
video rentals and the rental collection of best sell-
cra, Patrons nre no longer required to pay &
reserve fee,

Instead, the rental collection has been opened to
a no-hol llection. *That means stands
a chance and if they are interested in beat sollers,
there could be one available for them,” Papai said.
*Phe foe no longer made scnze, Wo decided this
waas a barrier that waa no longer logical.” :

Other changes include making videos - for kids
and non-fiction of the type not typically found in
video stores - free.

BUSINESS SCENE

Industry hires
MacKinnon
The Industry
Source, a Naileo
company located in
Farmington Hills,
rocently  hired
Linda MacKinnon
for the position of
vico president of

snlos. MacKinnon will oversee
the company’s full-service divi-
sion, Halrco, working to increase
visibility of the new Industry
Sourca atores and handlo nation-
al salon and chain sccounts.

Resident senior account
exec

Kim Skeltis of Farmington
Hills was promoted to senfor

account executive
at  Shandwick
International. Her
respansibilitios
include media
relations and
international com-
munications for
real ostate and
aoftware manufac-
turers.

Register today! For more Information, call 734.487.0407 or 800.777.3521.

Eastern Michigan University
is Putting Down Roots
in Metropolitan Detroit.

In 1849, a seed was planted for a great university. Today, I50
years later, Eastern Michigan University has grown to be one of
Michigan's finest universities with five distinguished colleges and
an outstanding Graduate Schook. .

Now, the tremendous resources of this great university are
conveniently avallable in Detroit, Livonia, Farmington Hills, and
Birmingham. You can study with our distinguished faculty and
earn a degree from one of Michigan's mast recognized
universities. :

If you want to advance your career—or start a new one—there’
has never been a better time. Eastern Michigan University is
putting down roots in Metropolitan Detrolt . . . so you can
continue to grow.

MA in Educationa) Leadership

MS in Quality

BS/BA in Individualized interdisciplinary C
BS/BA In Public Safety Administration

*Not aif prog are available in off locath

ation

EASTERN, ICHIGAN

UNTVEIRIITY

e-mail: ced_wamef@online.emld\.cdu
visic www.emuconted.org.




