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‘Student sees more option

By T ST -
BTAIT WRITER
llhvoe.hammmmvt n
Soms stul.’unts at North Farmington High
,School don't like the { ility of block schedul

ing, citing Jong clasa ressiona.
But North sophomore Erin -
is among students
aho like tho jdea, because she
will be able to take a seventh
:subject instead of six.

The likely move to block
scheduling — also in the serious
-stages at Harrison High Seliool
~— is something that North stu-
‘dents nro “pretty much divided”
on, Erin said, . -

Sha noted that those opposed

to the concept “don’t like the 90-
minutoe classes, because it's &

. long time to sit,”
Studenta who like the plan o0 opportunity for
more electives, more learning choices.
“There are a lot of (enrichment-type} classes ..
that I couldn't take because my schedule was rg.

filled up,” Erin said. “But we'll have new labs, now’.

ions daily.

“With €0 minutes yau can get enough” instrue-
tion time to offsct not taking & cloes overy day,
Erin said.

In longer periods, atudents will have bettor
chance to consuino leasons in whole, from introduc-
tion to closure. And, there will be more time than
ever for individualized attention, quaatmn -and-
answer acgments and even homework in a super-
vised setting, she continued,

Erin said she talked to fricndu at Fnrmlngtan
High, students who successfully made the adjust-
ment to block scheduling - begun at FHS in 1996-

97,
“From talking to (studenta) at Farmington, the
transition wasn't hard,” she said.

North teachers were expected on Tucsday to

informally approve going to block for 1999-2000.
The plan would thon be submitted to parents for
their input and apptoval, at a sub
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wlthin two years ~ or else tbr ’
school board nnd union will hash B ‘it'a been on ﬂlo
out their own plan. agenda for a number of
The right thing . years. We're looking for
*It's no secret the dintrict is @ schedule that pro-
pushing from the top &icﬁvn'hfm; vides more floxibliity
lock acheduling, sai ichao! '
Horner, who heads up North's for students.
math department and is co- . Deb Clarke
chairman of the high school's  .Norh Farmington principal

block scheduling steering com-
mitteo. .

Administrative prodding or
not, Horner said block schedul-
ing “on balance ..
plus for the largo majority-of stu-
dents,”

“] sinceroly belicve it's the

° right thing for kids,” Wilaon

said. “That's tho only reason 1
mal go.”

Block scheduling, with seven
90-minute courses, does slightly
decrenso insteuctional time {n an

If parents concur, the proposal “would be for-
wurdcd by Jan. 15 to the district's suppert council,

technology in school, and I want ta mke d
of that.”

One argument against block schedulmg is stu-
dents will lose daily instructional time in classes
such a3 math or forcign language. But Erin takes

d of r t from high schoals,

vaiddle schools and administration:
‘Tho council necds to be quickly informed about
how much monoy it would cost to implement block

_acheduling fur 1999-2000, to assist the diatrict in

budget t for noxt year. The council

foreign language, and she doesn’t see a probl
Jeurning French or Spanigh attending 90-minute
sessions on alternating days instead of 56-rumuw

would then recommend official upprnva] by thu'

schoo! baard.

Dozen to represent North at state

A dozen North Farmington High School student
{enders recently were named 1998-89 Boys and
Girls State representatives.

Boys State reps arc juniora Charles Stambou-
lian, Brian Horr, Trevor Clarke, Dan Freeman,

' Chris Erickson and Brian Lafer.

Girls State reps are juniors Holly Stockton, Jen-
nifer Timpner, Meredith Fleming, Miriam Licber-

. man, Sheela Rajdev and Carly Siskind.

NFHS faculty membors selected the etudenta
beeause themet tho following criteria: marked
qualitics of leadership; honesty and industrious-
ness; high sense of duty and morality; good physi-
cal honlth; mental alertness and intellectual
curipsity; vigor, cnlhusmsm nnd attractive person-
ality; ap an d ion of others,
regardless of race, creed or color; cooperative atti-
tude and amiability.

individual class over the course

of o semester, said Wilson. "

. should be a: ings

Horner said. “But when you

* have'n program that's rated
oxcellent already, I'm sure
everybody's narvous when  you
talk about making o change.”

A simple majority of votes is
all'that is required to approve or
roject tho concopt, said Clarke. If
thera is teacher consensus to go
to block echeduling, a meeting
with parents would be held ~

"lta been on the agenda for a
number of years,” Clarke said.
*We're looking for o achedulo
that providea more flexibility for
atudonts. This would bring
extended options, extendcd plan-
ning timo for teachers.”

The latter would be made pos-
aible by studenta starting one
dey of achool at about # a.m,
instead of 7:30 a.m., even though
thoy can | still n:wnd an "option-

But he cited many b
such as the chance for taachers
and students to finiah a lesson in -
one session insiead of spreading

" it out aver two.

+ “Sometimes, we feel like wcm
fighting the 65-minute bell,” Wi
son'said.

Proponents also claim block
scheduling offers studenta more
cducational options, moce indi-
vidualized instruction and a
leas-pressurized school cnv:mn-
ment,

No rush

North principal Deborah
Clarke emphasized that the
move to block acheduling is
something that hasn't beon
rushed into. Parents have also
been strongly involved, with sov-
eral recent informational meet-

al® class during
that time slot, Hamcr said,
Harrison High Schoeol faculty
membeérs slao will probably
make a decision goon nbout block
heduling, albeit in a dil
form than what is proposed at
gorth or nl}ll-‘ezt;ldgdi‘n place at
‘armington ool
Still; even emong those North
umr.hora who support it, there is
some nervousness about making
the switch from the traditional
schedule of six, 65-minute class.

. es five days a woek.

Ono reason is going against
the adage “If it ain't broke, don’t
fixit” . .

*If wo wero a school not enjoy-
ing good puccess with our stu-
dents, it would be a lot easier to
make a decision like this,”
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» Your estate will transfer quickly

to your family upon yaur death,

without the expense of probate.
taxes to pay.

* Your estate Will go through
probate, which could take raonths

You'll Find Out What Will Happen With a Living Trust...
« If you'te mariied and your estate
Is worth less than $1.3 mililon,
there will be no federal estate

You'll Find Out What Will Happen Without a Living Trust (aven If you have a will)....
+ 1 you're married and your estate Is
over $650,000 net, without proper

« You'll avoid a conservatorship

if you become Incapacitated—
50 your estate will be run as.
you see fit,

-

you become Incapacitated, or
unable to sign documents, a court
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bubly within a week or 60 - to
gnugu whether they'agreo with
teachers.

Barring strong negative input
from the parents, tho seven-peri-
od block plan would soon go to
tho district’s support council,
made up of representatives fmm

y schools and ad
tration, Subsequent board
approval would be the final step,

Beeause tho 1989-2000 budget
needs to bo developed, adminis.
trators want to quickly know
how muc™ it would cost to imple.
ment block nt North next year;
Harrison also ia expected to go to
block scheduling, but not until
2000-2001, FHS is in'its third
year of the bleck.

“If we do it noxt year, we need
to get the proposal to central
administration in January,”
Clarke said.

Horner, whe ncknowledgcd
that research on tho subject is
mixed, confirmed there is dircc-
tion from central administration,
notably Superintendent Bob
Maxfield, to go to alternative
scheduling within a two-year

poriod.

Further, Horner said Maxfield
apparently wants North'a plan to
be similar to Farmington's to
help students from cach building
take advantage of unique pro-
grams housed at the other, such

as the telovision studio program
M North and the commercial
print program at Farmington.

Despito claims to the contrary
- one person wrote in an anony-
mous letter to the Furmington
Observer that teachers have
been *warned that it is ‘unpro-
fessionnl" to voice a negative
opinion” - Horner insisted that
thore has been no intimidation
of teachers to back block
scheduling.

“No,” Horner eaid. “If that
were 80,'we’d have (had) block
scheduling a long time ago.
We've Ix.-en tnlldng about this for
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