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- Banking their views

Oakland fans offer opinions on corporate
name for new Detroit Tiger stadium

BY BARB PERT TEMFLETON
STAFF WRITER

Comerica Park will be the »fficial name
when the new ballpark opena in 2000,

Comerica, tha bank, hos poid $66 million
over 30 ycars to becoma Comerica, the ball-
park. The stadium entrance will sport a
Comerica banner flanked by two giant base-
ball bata. .

Placing corporate names on stadiums, are-
nas'and football bow! games for a price has
become o common — and controversial —
practice. Nationwido, 48 teams havae sold
such rights, according to a published report.

And you can, ah, bank on Onkland County
residents to deposit.their opinions on the
coming of Comerica Park in Detroit.

] feel like the Tigers sold out especlally
since thoy are only getting one million a year
from Comerica,” said Ron Hall, who works in
Bloomficld Hills. “That's not that much

. money. What can they get for that, n starting
pitcher?” -

Howaever, not overyone was negative about
the change. .

*Everybody else in the world is doing it,
and with the amount of money the playera
are getting the ownors gotta make a buck,”
‘said Joo Machiorlatti, owner of Mr. Joc's, a
gports bar in Southfield.

But having the Comerica name splashed

I t'l] still be tho Tigers’ atadium, but

& ‘Sure, Tiger Stedlum would

have boen cooler, but what can
you do? it's $66 million dollars,
s0 1 don’t blame them.’

. Kiley added.

v games are broadeast as ‘the brand new Com-

erica Park, but bosebali fans will resent the
faet that it's not Tiger Stadium anymore,”

Resentful fans are in the lt"‘jt"lﬁty on the
staff ot Play It Again Sports in Orchard

Mike Schumacher Laks. Tho crow gave a serious thumba down
—J&M Sports, Oxford totheC Park moniker. M: Raoy
Dybowski offered his opinion by phone,

“Just having their nome on there isn't
going to make mo run right over there and
bo a customer, so I don't think it was worth
it,” he said.

Mike Schumacher at J&M Sports in
Oxford snid he couldn't fault the Tiger owner
for gaing with tha monoy. -

* “Sure, Tiger Stadium would bavo beon
zooler, but what can you do? It's $66 million
dollars, so I don't blame them,” Schumacher
said. .

“I's no'big deal really, it's just a sign of
the times,” ho said,

Tho move is a good one from an advertis-
ing standpoint, according to David Kiley,
senior vico president of marketing and com-
munications at' Donor, a Southfield based
advertising agency. . .

“This will be good for Comerica because it's
to be quito a place and a big step up in com-
fm:t and amenities at the nndl‘um." Kiley

“I’s horrible. It's one of those dumb corpo-

rate names that doesn't fit at all,” Dybowski -

said. “It should have stayed Tiger Stadium.” «

On tha other hand, the manogers at Dun-

ham's Sporting Goods in- Rochester Hills
don't have a problem with the stadium’s new
name. Manager Brian Lowe doesn't care
what the park’s called as long e hia wallet
isn't in peril. .

I think change is good as long as it doesn't
boost the ticket prices,” Lowe said. *It1l ba
good to start a new tradition.”

“It’a going to give us o better stadium and

.o better time at the games, so that's fine

with me,” snid Austin Young, another Dun-
ham’s manager, referring to the funding
from Comerica. “All the big companies have

the stadiums now anyway, that's how they

can get the iew ones atarted.”
Despite those upbeat sentiments, die hard
fans will still long for the Tiger Stadium of

“It'll always be Tiger Stadium to mo,”

West Bloomfield resident’
among several appointees

Gov. John Engler has
appointod these peoplo to
state boards::

Michael L. Stacey of West
Bleomficld to the Michigan
Gaming Control Board., A
rotired Wayne County circuit
judge, Stacey will rep t

Department of Consumer and
Industry Scrvices effective
Jan. 1. A 12-ycar legislative
veterun, Fitzgerald was term-
limited this year. He served
on the Houna Insurance Com-
mittee cight years and chaired
the House Republican Policy
Ci itt on ca i

the genoral public on the
board that oversees the licens-
ing and control of casino gam-
ing operations, manufacturers
of gaming devices and gaming
employces. His term expires
Dec. 20, 2002.
Michnal G. Maxficld of
irmit to the Local Gov-
ernment Claims Review
The board decides dis-
puted claims invelving state
-disbursements to local govern-
ments, Maxfield i president
of Enterprise Capital, an
investment banking firm spe-
cializing in real estate. He

earnced bachelor ol'scieiwu.ugd .

master of

finance reform, traffic safely
and drugs. He replaces tho
retiring E.L. Cox, former CEO
of Michigan
Mutual/Amerisure Insurance
companics. Fitzgera)d had
been an early candidate for
attorney gencral but dropped
out at Engler's request.

Mark Murray as state
treasurer replacing Doug
Roberts, who left to enter pni-
vate business after ¥8 yoars in
state government, including
deputy budget director in the
Milliken yesrs. Murray was
state budget director until
1997, when he left to take o

tration degrees from Michigan
State University. His term
expires March 26, 2001.

Ann Marie 8hoop of Novi’

to the Commission on Secrvices
to tho Aging, which advises
the state on policies and pro-
_grams for tho elderly. Shoop is
" a registered nurse for geri-
atric health care ot St. Joseph

_the Dopartment of Correc-

vice presid at B
State University.
Bill Martin as director of

tions, which runs the 46,700-
inmate prison system and
parolo program. Martin is a
formor atate police officer,
served five terma in the House
of Representatives from a Bat.
tle Creck diatrict, and has

sai o1 i Py
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ty mental health reports and
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share information with the state
“without disclosing the identity
of the recipicnt,” Kelloy said.

His Dec. 16 opinion was .

But Kelley said other parts of
the law pass constitutional
muster; :

A city council member moy not
serve on the board of a public
transportation authority, Kelley
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M It's all right to restrict politi-
cal contributions by licensces
and casino interests. It {s in the
state interest to “deter corrup-
tion in the casino-related politi~
cal process.”

Kelloy added that if a law is

ers adopted tho law as Proposal
E on Nov. 6, 1996, but the Legis-
Inture amended it to limit contri-
butions by casino iuterests.

To a series of questions posed,
by Houso Speaker Curtia Hertol,
D-Dotroit about the Gaming
Control Act, Kelley said it's

serve on g transit board super-
vised by the council violated the
Incompatible Public Offices Act,
Kelley said.

The public transportation
board attempted to dissolve
itself. But Kelley snid it lacked

hority to do so. icipal
corporation created by the Legis-

Federal law doesn’t prohibit a
county community mental health
agency from using & recipient'a
social security number in reports
to the state Department of Com-
munity Health, Kelloy ruled.

“The- disclosure and use of
social security bers are man-
dated” by the U.S. Public Health
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" 66 yEANS OF BUILDING FUTURLS. ONT SUCCESS STORY AT A‘TIME

* Five convenient campus locations:
Auburn.Hills, Highland Lakes, Orchard Ridge,
Royat Oak, Southfield

* No charge to apply

* Affordable tultion — $47 per credit hour for district residents

+ Small classes, personal attention )
« Unlversity Transfor Programs in Libaral Arts, Science & Business .

* Nearly 100 Certificate & Degree programs in
high defnand professions

* Thousands of classes from which to choose

8 Final Registration
January 6, 7& 8
In person or by phone
See officiol course schedule for
further details

All you need, To find the ideal place to stay when you're skilng
Up North, call us. We'll send you a FREE BROCHURE with details
on hotels, inns and condos within 15 minutes of the Boynes
and Nub's Nob. It even tells who affers hot tubs, swimming
pools, and other features you may want.

Package plans avallable, Visit our websito today, or check
the brochure for over 30 money-saving packages.

Classes begin
§ Monday, January 11

1-800-845-

Petoskey~Harbor Springs-Boyne Country
PoiSE  vititors Bureau. Petoskey, Michigan.

For information call (248) 540-1549
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