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Help: _Donations are com- .
ing in for the Farmington
PlayScape, but there's a
continuing need. We have:
listed those who have
donated or purchased
pickets for the proposed
play structure. /A7

Starting fresh: M ichael
Bouchard started as the
new Oakland County
sheriff this week, reshap-
ing the department as he
wants it. /A9

' Which way? Linda
Grekin,a librarian at
Hillel Day School, talks
about her new book, “I'll

Never Get Lost Again,” to
help us all gain a sense of
direction./B1

WinS' North Farmmgton
had 23 first-place swims
Saturday out of a possible
45 to capture the team
championship in the West
Bloomﬁeld Irwztatmn-

H Armed with their bills
and their annoyance, cable
subscribers expressed their
concerns about service
with Time Warner.

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFY WRITER
loconnor@oohomecomm.net
Cable subscribora come armed with
bills and plenty of bite. They're not
happy with Time Warner's perfor-
mance,
{ At Tuesday's public
E hearing, complaints
. ranged from rates to
L L the incessant hum dur-
ing council meeting
ks - o | cablecnats, Speakers
included school officials from Farming-
ton, Clarenceville and Novi as well as

S,

-John Q. Subseriber,

The hearing was conducted by South-
‘western Oakland Cable Coramission.

SWOCC ond Time Wainer are rene-

their franchise agr: t
which cxpxred almost two years ago.
Public hearings are part of tho refran-
chising process, SWOCC is the regula-
tory authority for Farmington, Farm-
ington Hills and Novi.

A Farmington Hills resident wanted
to know why she pays $36 a month
whilo her daughter pays $21 in Canton
for a similar service.

“I'd like some answers please,” said
Catharine Stevena.

lack of cumpuhtxon is the mnm
problem, others said.

In Canton, residents can choosc

between two companies ~ McdiaOne ~

and Americast. Ameritech has
oxpreased an interest in starting up
cable service hero but hasn’t so far,
SWOCC officiala said.

“The problem I natice with Time
Warner is every timoe I call to ask about
something they say we've chosen not to
do that,” said David Devroy, a Farm-
ington Hills resident. “That to me isa
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Subscribers also complained about
poor recoption, a lack of amenities such
as cable modems and lackluster chan-
nels.

Another Farmington Hills resident
was unhappy when Time Warner took
off TV Ontario.

inlly, a rolling menu replaced the
Canadi tuentional ch 1. Time

Hills man
accused of

BY LAHRY O’CONNOR
BIAFF W)
loconnor@ne.hnmccumm.nel .
Farmington Hills police arrested a
Hills man, 24, after another motorist
snid he pulled a gun on him during a
traffic dispute Jan. 9.
The man was arraigned on a con-
cealed wenponsa charge by 47th Dis-
trict Court Magistrate Joan Dudiey

‘riday, Jan, 15.

Shortly after 4 p.m., a 42-year-old

arren man pulled out of the Shell
gas station oa Orchard Loke and 12
Mile. As he entered the southbound
lpne, a black 1994 Nissan Altima was

already in the lnne and sped up, While
;6ckoym[¢ for the lnnu the Nissan
pullrd next to the man's ear when the
pnnsunger window rolled down. The
river shouted to the man to back up
hd started to reach underncath his
at, polico reports said.
Then the driver produced a black
bmi-automatic handgun and contin-
bd to yell at the man while a female
nssenger reportedly laughed. The vie-

I . Pionsc aco GUN, AD

T

o men

l'==!

pulling gun

|Jan, 10. Bond was sct at $2,600, He.
Hns = preliminary exam at 8:30 a.m.

Warner has since added WFUM, a Pub-
lic Brondcasting System based in Flint.
“Now my children can watch ‘Sesame
Street’ simultaneously (on WFUM ond
WTVS Channel 68)," Fhil Cwagenbery;
said. “I don't understand the rhyme or
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BY ’l‘L\I SITH
BTAFF WRITER
tsmlthcoe homecomm. nut

ton's new crossing guard didn't.

understand that, !hlnga happen.

had an officer over thers,”

Crossing guaxd diant

Tho snow came again Monday
afternvon, but the city of Farming-

So Stacy Wilkin's first day on the

- job as full-time crossing guard at
Gill-Arundel, near Longacre Ele-
mentary Schuul turned out to be
her laat. She was replaced as of
Tucsday morning by porent
Annalee Morrison, said Gary Goss,
director of Farmington Public Safe-

by, . .
“(Scheduling) conflicts arose with
- her,” said Goss, about Wilkin. *I

.- But the only t.hmg is, if we had got-
ten a call {to.dispatch) we'd have

roquested an official, conslslenl,
police presence at thc corner, to
lLiep children safely cross heavily
traveled Gill. The council approved
the poaition in the fall, but a lack of
applicants delayed the hiring until
lnst week, Goss explained, -

It didn't take long for the short
list to get even shorter. Morrison -
agreed to replace Wilkin, with vol-
unteer Bron Snundcru-Dmyur ns
her backup. The i
guard will earn $2'l 25 per dny.
which includes half-hour stmts
beforo and aftar school.

“I think Annalee wants'to do it
and Bron is more.than happy to
help,” Goss said. “I feel & lot more
comfortablo with these two. They're
very relinble.”

Purunts, for a. couple years,, p]unwmqum, ]

Afaryb».th Szkora .ma 08 o ce[lltlar
ic for ¢hildren to cross Gill Road.:
Gill Road and Arundel she dzscovercd the nc.uly hired crossing guard wasn’t thcre..

- they wait for a responsible

:rwﬂ’umn:mu:m Laannx

hone call to
Jpon arrival at

Hold on: Gabrielle Sikora and
Caurtn Green, from safety
patrol hold the kids back as

adult,

North teachers endorse block scheduling

BY mﬁmx
llmllh@oo.h omocomm.net

By a 47-21 margin, North Farming-
ton High School teachers last week
endorsed going to block scheduling for
the 199900 school year.

ore wore no problems at all,” said
North teacher Mark Wilson, about the
Tuesday, Jan. 5, faculty vote, in which

BTAYY PHOTO BY BILL DRESLXR
Dlg: Residents are reminded
to dify out mailboxes and fire
hydrants during heavy
snows.

only 51 percent approval was needed.
“There waa no anger wr hostility.”

And, barring an unexpected turn of
events, the plan is on the fast track to
achool board approval, perhaps in
February.

The faculty-backed plan was outlined
to parents by principal Deborah Clarke
and teacher Michaol Horner at an
informational meeting Wednesday,

Mount Drake

Jan. 6.

*I think there was just a lot of con-
cerns brought up” by pareants at the
meeting, said North parent Ilene Kle-
gon. “We didn’t take a vote.”

Foremost among their concerns, Kle-
gon said, is whether teachers will
receive néequnm training time before
the first 91-minute sessions begin in
late August.

Those issues -~ and the final proposal
— were to have been ngain addressed
during a closed meeting Tucsday aflers
noon, involving the North parent board
and school improvement panel.

“Some of us are concerned that
they're pushing it through too quickly,”.
Klegon said, “We talked a lot abaut

Please sec NORTH, A5

Where will all the fallen snow fit? :

BY T 8SM1TI
AFY WRITER
tamith@oohomecomm.net

Farmington city workers will do what
they can to keep streets and parking
lots cloar of anow - even if it means

turning the Drake Park snow-dumping
site into “Mount Drake.”

Front-end loaders this week will clear
more room at the site, where available
dumping space is dwindling with each
now anowfall. Department of Public
Servicea crews will push back - as far
and high as possible - piles of snow
from the perimeter road at Drake Park,
Jueated between Grapd River-Freedom.

“We'll go in ... and push it in to the
cdenter {of tho lot),” snid Farmington

City Manager Frank Lauhoff. *We'll
stack it as high as we can.”

But residents must also help them-
selves to deal with the heavieat January
snownll since 1879, and exercise some
patience, snid LauhofT.

“Wo had this kind of snowfall before
and we dealt with it then,” snid Lauhoff,
“I just think people haven't experienced
it in a long time, And it is n great incon-
venience, We're just arking people to
have patience, There’s not much of an
option.”

About 22-24 inches of snow have fall-
en since the Jan. 2 blizzard, It's the
henvicst Janunry snow accumulation in
the nrea to date mince 1979, when 29

. inches fell.

Around mailboxes
Residents also are being asked to llclp
out by digging out around rondaide
mailboxes, to allow letter carriers to
pull up and make their daily atops. .
“The eity and the post office can't do
this,” LauhofY aaid, “With routes along
the rond, postal people are having s
hard time getting to it. People havq to
take some responsibitity for their DanLnl
boxes,” .
Similarly, wsndenu should clear unnw 4
from around fire hydrants on their prop-
crty, so that emergency vehicles ean
have easicr access if necessary. .
LauhofT said the Drake Park mlc m
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