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The Detroit Symphony
Orchestra presents Brahms’
Requicm, for the first time in
over ten years, 8 p.m. at
Orchestra Hall, 3711 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit. Tickets $13
to 863, call (313) 576-5111.

“Wade in the Water: African
American Sacred Music Tra-
ditions,” opens at the Charles
H. Wright Museum of African
American History, 315 E. War-
ren Ave,, Detroit, Admission .
85 adults, $3 children, call’
(313} 494-5800 for informa-

tion.

" Check out the ice sculptures in
Kellogg Park, The Gathering
and Central Parking Struc-.
ture in downtown Plymouth
during the Plymouth Interna-
tional Ice Seulpture Spectacu-
lar. The free winter festival
features ice carving competi-
tions, a 24-hour light show,
and ather activities; For more

information or directions, call

(734) 459-9157.

BY Ui GALLAGHER
BTAFY WRITER
hgallagher@oehomecomm.nat

| [§ ew York Times theater critic

Ban Brantley has hailed

Julic Horxis as “the greatest
American stage actress”

It is an nccolade carned over
neatly 50 years on stage, a recoxd
five Tony Awards and a record 10
Tony nominations.

And it all began growing up in
Grosse Pointe.

“I grew up near Dotroit nnd my
parents wero great theater fans,”
Harris said in a telephone intor-
view, “They admired Nocl Coward,
Gertrude Lawrence, Helen Hayes,
Katherine Cornall, groat actora
like Alfred Lunt.”

Barris is now part of that illua-
trious theator hall of fame and
will join another cateemed stage
veteran, Charles Durping, for a
week’s run of “The Gin Game,”
Jan, 19-24, at the Music Hnll.

It was another, now long closed,

,Detroit theater that first intro.

duced Harris to the stage, |
“We went to Broadway shows on

- stage at tho Cass, and it was tho

most wonderful atmosphors I'd
ever scon,” she said. “We'were also
great movie fans and Joved Jimmy
Cagney, Betto Davis and all the
othors.”

Harris naid she had wanted to
act eince she was 10 or 11 years

old. She won her first notice play-
ing a 12-yenr-old when she was 24
in Carson McCuller's “A’ Member
of the Wedding,” which she later
repeated memorably on film.

D.L. Coburn's “The Gin Gamo™
wan first produced in 1977 with
..stpge Jegends Hume Cronym and. -
Jeseien Tandy as nuraing home
residents Weller Martin and Fon. .
sia Doraay, who engoge in increas-
ingly antagonistic games of gin
rummy.

The current production by the
National Actors Theatre under the
direetion of Charles Nelson Reilly
opencd on Brondwuy in spring
1997 to rave roviowa. Harris
received her 10th Tony nominn-
tion for her performance ns Fon-
sin.

*“When the Cronyns first saw
the play it was in production in
Hollywood and at the end of the
play Weller kills Fonsin, and they
snid thoy couldn’t have that so
they asked Don Coburn to change
the ending, and it became vory
successful and won the Pulitzer
Prize,” Harris said. “The Cronyns
took it to Moscow and London. It
has had n long and happy life.”
© The ravival, now on nationnl
taur through May, is also having a
lang and happy life and offors
some changes of its own, thanks to
an inspiration from Harris.

*When Tony Randall décided to
produco it, it was beenuse he had

Iy
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Test of wllla: Stuge veterans Julie Harris and Charles Durning play volatile gin rummy
opponents Fonsia and Weller in the Pulitzer Prize-winning “The Gin Game.” . .

WHAT 2 *Tho Gin Gomo* with Julio
Harris and Chorles Durning
WHERE: Music Holl Center for the
Performing Arta, 350 Madison Ave.,
Detroit

WHEN: 8 p.m. Tuosday-Saturday,
Jan, 1923, 3 p.n. Saturday-Sunday,
Jun. 23.24.

TICKETS: $253$46.50 ot the

= ~#iusic:Halt Bor Office end-oit-ficket-— ——

mastet Iccations. For moro Informa
* tlon, cafl (313) 963-2366. Yo chago
1ickats, coll (248) 8456666,

done ‘Inherit the Wind' with
Charles Durning and George C.
Scott. He asked Charles what play
he'd like to do and ho said *“The
Gin Game’ with cither mo or Ruby
Doo, and I guegs Ruby likes to
work with her husband Ossie
Davis so I got the part,” Harris
aaid.

Harris hod worked with Durn.
ing twico before and with director
Reilly 11 times, including her
acclaimed performance as Emily
Dnckmson in “The Belle of
Amherst”

“I said to our director Charles

Nelson Reilly, wouldn't it be won- *

derful if we had a scene where
Weller asks Fonsia to dance,” Har-
ris said. “We're sitting on the
porch of this nuraing homo and
there are noiges from magicians
and televisions and radios coming
from the inside and we have
Woeller ask Fonsia to dance.”
Harris said Coburn's first reac-
tion to the suggestion was an

cmphnlic “No.™

“Then he thought about it and
said what & wonderful idea. Alter
all Charles Durning is a c} i

When asked to name her
favorite roles, the list is long as
are the accolades !hnc go wn,h

them, including perfc

baliroom dancer. He did ‘Queen of
the Starlight Ballroom® with Mau-
reen Stapleton on television. It's o
touching -moment and makes our
production a little dlﬂcmnt thnn
others.”_

Royiows of the p)uy ulwuyn men-
* tion the final dnnce a8 n choracter
defining high point.

Harris said there is o strong
rapport between Durning and her-
gelf. This is the their sccond two-
person  production, having
appeared in Hugh Leonard’s “The
Au Pair Man" for Joe Papp's Lin-
coln Conter Theatre, -

"I lovo and adore Charies Durn-
ing and I think he feels protty
good about me, He's renily win-
derful to work with,” Harris said. .

She has similar admiration for

Reilly, known to most peoplo ns a.

giddy comic actor who has fre-
quently graced ceolebrity quiz
shows, But his credentials as s
director include auch serious
dramn as “Paul Robeson” with
James Earl Jones and Harris in
“Bello of Amherst” and “Death of a
Salesman” and several opera pro-
ductions,

*Ho doesn't have precunccwcd
ideas for a part,” Harria said. “He
works to use what you bring him,
which is wondgrful. He leaves it to
you to strike out ... Ho's also full of
fun, which is great.”

Joan of Arc in "The Lark” nnd
Mary Todd Lincaoln in “The Lnst of
Mrs, Linceln.” Her film work
includes her unforgettable perfor-
mance with James Dean in “East
of Eden., On telovision sha has
won Emmys for “Little Moon of
Alban” and *Victoria Regina” and
won popular-following for her
work on “Knots Landing”

At 73, Harris shows no signs of
rotiring, Following her work in
“The Gin Game,” Harris i plan-
ning to perform in Claudia Allen’s
“Winter” at the Victory Garden in
Chicago. She says wistfully that
it's “another play about people’at
the cnd of their lives.”

She said o pruducnr has also
‘expressed interest.in a ‘play she
did last summer in Seattle about
South Africa, Lisctte Laicat Ross’
“Scent of Roses.”

Last December sho filmed “The
First of May,” which is aceking a
distributor and in addition to star-
ring Harris and fenturing Charles
Nelson Reilly also has a cameo by
ailing Yankee ]ogcnd Joe DiMag-

gio.

F’lnully, there are plana for o
tour in 2000 of *The Belle of
Ambherst” and Harris' reaction to
that sums up her ongoing 1uvu for
hereraft. .

*I love the play and I love Misa
Dickinson, so it's no chare at all.®

Rev. preaches the

Olympie nizdalist Nancy
Kerrigan stars in “Grease
on Ice” 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 16, 2 p.m. and
5:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 17
at Joe Louis Arena, 600
Civic Center Dr., Detroit.
Tickets $40, $27.60 and
$17.50 available at the
Fox Theatre and Joe
Louis Arena box offices
and all Ticketmaster out-
lets. To charge tickets, call
(248) 645-66686, for more
information, call (313) -
-983-6606.

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
§TA)T WRITER

WHAT: “Tho Gospol ot Colonus,”
] it

When the Rev. Earl Miller was
asked to replace Morgan Free-
man for the 1986 Arenn Theatre
production of “The Gospel at
Colonus” he dida't have to worry
about being “right for the part.”
After all, Freeman used Miller as
a model for his portrayal of a
Pente Costal preacher.

In 1883, Lee Brouer was dovel-
aping his idea of retelling Sopho-
clen’ “Oedipus nt Colonus® in the
sotting of a black Southern
Church at St, Catherine’s Col-
lege in Minnesota. Ho took Free-
man and fellow actor Carl Lum-
loy to Miller's church in St. Paul.

“They came to my church and
observed the style of a black
proacher and service,” Miller
said from his office at the Pro-

Baptiat Church, He will
_ bo performing the narrator's part

o y
Musicot Socloty.

WEIRIE: The Powor Conter, 121
Fietcher St., Ann Arbor, on tha cam-
pus of the Univeralty of Michigan.
WHEN: B p.m. Friday; Jan, 15,
Soturday, Jan, 16, Monday, Jao. 18;
2 p.m. Saturday, Jan, 18 (one-hour
fomily parformance); 3 p.m. Sunday,
Jan, 17

TICKETS: $16-334, For fomily
parformence, $20 odults, $10 chil-
dren. Call (734) 764-2534 or (BOO)
2214220, |

Friday through Monday at the
University of Michigan's Power
Center,

Miller was attracted to the
play becnuse of its theme.

“Thero is redomption which is
the same as for the Christian

faith. It's from the Greek theater, -

but the -ultimate themv is

redemption,” he said.

Breuer conceived the iden of
telling the story of Oedipus
through the preaching and
music of a black church with
music composed by Bob Telson.
The production at U-M will fen-
ture Clarence Fountain and the
Blind Boys of Alabama, J.D. and
Jovetta Steele, the Original Soul
Stirrers and the Detroit-based
Duke Ellington Centennial
Choir.

Despite his carly involvement
with the play before it opened at
the Brooklyn Academy of Music
in 1988 and the involvement of
J.D. Stecle, Progreasive Baptist's
choir dircctor, Miller was rejuc-
tant to take an acting part when
it was offered.

*“I got involved when the pro-
duction went to tho Arenn Stage
in Washington, D.C. At that time

Revival: Greek tragedy and American gospel
music come together in “The Gospel at
Pleaso sco GOSPEL B2 Colonus.”




