The Obscrver & Eccentric/IHURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 1999

.The Actor's Carnpany presents
John Pielmeicr's riveting drama
“Agnes of God,” 8 p.m. Fridays-
Saturdays lhraugh Jan. 23 at
Trinity House Theatre, 38840 W,
Six Mile Road, between 1-275
and Haggerty, Livonia. Tickets
are $14 with group d

Actors Company 1ntense in ‘Agnesl of God’

lity with the touch of vul-
nerability needed to lend depth
nnd liknbl]ity to hnr‘chnrncwr.

tho content is i for
pretecns,
'Aanes nf God' is Lhu stary ofa
Dr.
Livi gent to dotormi

the mental compotoncy of a
young nuzn, Agnes, to stand trial
after her k is found dend

aumlablc call (248) 988-7032.
BY BUE BUCEYTA
PECIAL WRITER

The Actars' Company’s presen-
tation of the

in a wastchasket, Agnes, young,
naive, and the product of child-
hood abuse, has hlockcd avery-
thing from her conscious mind.
D_r. Livmuntone " bécomes

cal drama “Agnes of God” is an
intense and well-performed seri-
ous drama, Director Michael
Gravamé of Madison Hejghta
assembled a talonted cost and
produced a tightly paced show,
an element crucial to the success
of a heavy drama, Theater lovers
will enjoy the well-porformed
show, but it’a not what you'd
want for a light evening cut, and

Village Players ‘Deathtrap’ suspenseful

Birmingham Village Play:rs
presents "Deathtrap,” 8 p.m.
day-Saturday, Jan. 16-16 and
Jan, 22-23; 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan,
17 at the lhealer; 752 Chestnut,
Birmingham.Tickets $12, $10
children age 18 and younger,
(248) 644-2075 .

BY MARY JANE DOERR
WaITRR

The Village Playcrs latest the-
atrical suspense thriller “Death-
trap” is enough to give anyone o
severe case of what playwright
Ira Levin calls “thrilleritia mali-
tis.”

Suspense permestes the air
from the minute Bob Overmyer
stops on Bob Carington’s strik-
ing English tutorliving room set
as the secmingly casual Sidney
Bruhl. Sally Savoie is Bruhl's
uptight wife Myra.

The scene might be pleasantly
appealing excopt for the wall
decor of murderous parapherna-
lia; oll sorts of croas bows, dag-
gers, guns, and Houdini hand-

d with the case and with
Agmes, and with bath the resis-
tance and help of the Mother
Superior begins to unravel the

* truth behind the devastating dis-

covery.

The talented three-woman cast
is a strong tour.de-force, nnd
their chemistry makes the show
click. Rae Mcintosh of Beverly
Hills as Dr. Martha Livingstone
mixes an aggreasive, tako charge

cuffa,

Blatantly apparent ia why
Myra hns stress rolated syn-
dromo and heart disease, which
Savoie clearly projects with act-
ing skills. Anybody would be
nervous who was living in the
Connecticut countryside with an
aging playwright with writer's
block in the middle of n mid-life
crisls. Sidnay is insanely jealous
of n promising young student,
Clifford Anderson, in his semi-
nar class on mystery writing,
Matt Rafferty is natural and
straight forward as Clifford,
completing this trio of diverso
charactera: the mnloua. the neu-
rotic with the cold-h

aver a
fmv of her llnes opening night,
she had an otherwiso strong per-
formance nnd stage presence.
Her soliloquies ticd the scencs
together, giving the show a scnso
of progreasion.

Tanie Velinsky of Royal Oak
captured both the naivete and
torror of Agnes, the young inno-
cent who has endured too much
emotional torment in her young
lifo, Even her faco reflected n
tranquil, innocent quality so
esnentinl to the role's believabili-

nd her voice conveyed a
ch\ldhkn l{it and cadonce. Sho
was cqually effective portraying
Agnes' physical agony when

_undor hypnonn as she relived

scenes of childhood torment and
the traumatic birth of her child.

copies of his first pluy. everyono
understands Myra's concern that
Sidnoy’s intentions are murder-

ousa.

The “Bruhl-ha-ha” of thia mys-
tery thriller is that it whilo the
actions follow the pattern of the
mystery Angel Strect, just as we
figure out tho plot, there is an
unexpected twist, No matter
how many times we see the
movie with Christopher Reeves,
the freshness of a live stage per-
formance makea the shocking
murders even more surprising.

This Ira Levin classic mystery
thriller is filled with not only
witty lmea but humor. The high-
Jonn Reddy cap-

Sidoey might be nffnhle except
that Overmyer’s smooth portray-
al leaves the audiences in little
doubt of Sidney’s malicious
intentions benenth his melliflu-
ous conversations with the fear-
ful Myra, As Sidney heads for
the railrond station to pick up
Clifford who is bringing the only

Will you be there?

Dan't get caught fooking - erder your 1999 Detroit Tigers scason tickets now — and feceive your seat

assignments in the aew Tiger Ballpark for the 2000 scason. Be a part of histoty, cach the final exciting

scasan al histonc Tiger Stadium, then be there for the inaugural campaign in the new Tiger Ballpark.
Mini-plans begin a5 fow as $168.Gel on the ball,call 3139632050 t0day.

Iy
tures that humor s an adorable
psychic Helga Ten Dorp, She
knows how to get the laughs
with clearly spoken, well-timed
lines despite tho necessarily
heavy nccent.,

Perhaps Woyne Yashinsky is a
lawyer ik real life or has heen.
He plnyu :‘.lm part of Porter Mil-

Tellow rvery 0 of ceaxrete ey poutd and evesy bl Beng lomnd at he st of
the new Tigos Ba"purt theough the A i

Charlotte Leisinger of Detroit
was a natural to the Mother
Superior rolo, with a no-noan-
sensc and scasoned approach to
both the character’s serenity and
stubbornness, Leisingor and
McIntosh played well off each
other in their head-to-head
scenes.

The set was m(enhonnlly sim-
ple, with a scrics of raised plat-
forms and straight-backed
chairs, Subdued gray bannera |
flanked the wings, complement-
ing the costume colors: Dr. Liv-
ingstone's tailored gray pant
suit, the Mother Superior's gray
habit, and Agnes’ symbolically
pure ‘White robes, The musical
selections interspersed through-
out tho production were wall-
chosen, non-intrusive, and subtly
reinforced the mood.

grim with such believability and
a classy reality that brings some
reality to the surrealist plot.

Bill Haycook directs the play
with his usual professional tight~
noss ond effectiveness along
with help from Jay Peterson,
Maureen Cook, Keith Lepard. He
doesn't try to update the pieco
with updated electronic equip-
ment to replace the manual
typoewriters.

“Deathtrap” may seem like
play that incorporates the death
wishes of two eccentric mystery
writers who have crossed the
line between *murder on paper”
and the real thing. While Sidney
never does beat Clifford to death
with a Roget’s Thesaurus as he
threatens, the murders, who
commits them and when and
why, is the fun that is enough to
turn Ira Lovin's fictitious disease
thrilleritis malitis into thrilleri-

Ridgedale Players presents
“The View from Here,” 8 p.m.
Fridays-Saturdays, Jan. 15-16
and 22-23, and 3 p.m. Sundays,
Jan. 17 and 24 at the play-
house, 205 W. Long Lake Road,
(114 mile west a/‘l.wernon)
Troy. Tickets $11, 810
geniorsistudents at Sunday
performances, call (248) 968
7049.

BY HELZN ZUCEER
SPRCIAL WRITED

‘The Ridgedale Plnyer! pru-
duction of Margaret Dulaney’s
“The View From Here" i won-
derfully acted. Diuntcd by
Kent Martini and Vicki Higle
with special assistance from
Jim Rink, the cast fine-tunes
Dulaney’s fiercely under lines
and keeps the play

"A View From Here" ll the
kind of play that can easily
denigrate into sitcom, but in
the hands of the Ridgedale
troupe, it nover doea.

Laura Kerr is totally believ-
able as Fern, the agoraphobic
who watches babies for a liv-
ing. Fern hasn't been out of the
house since 1892, yet she's in
hourly contact with her mother,
her aister, her neighbors, and
the world via TV, Kerr gives us
a Fern who's very funny, very
wired, and deeply sad. Kerr's
physicality gives her an edge;
she does Buster Keaton flops
over the couch, falla on her
knees to thank the Lord in all
directions, lifts weights and
scems to be made of rubber,
Korr makoa us believe that
winning o microwave from the
Super Kroger may be the
beginning of a cure, and
“Arnold Palmer,” the golfing
neighbor, may be the cure
itself. Kerr's keen mind shines
through Fern’s dizzy lines.

Julic Fuller is superb as
Maple, Fern's sister who has

still trying

been trying to have a baby fn
12 years, Fuller has a remarle
able ability to move from the
depths of depression (no-f-
speech) to full, tearing rage in-f.
ple is a creature or

general sweotness, meant tof:
nurture babies and coddie !
man who is in the "silly hous
to make o baby with
Maple at pisy’s end. Whether(f:
she's wearing wigs, cooing to;

*Arnold's” child, or trymg to:
talk sense to her sister, Fuller.

gives us a Maple who ia routed?|
in hope in a disappointing:
world, Fuller and Kerr make
aware that these sisters wil

survive. )

Pam Heath is hilarioua as”
Cnrh a neighbor with big bain;

g bagw and a very big mouth.
Cnrln comaes equipped will
every crime story and strangc
event that ever made its way
into the tabloids. Heath wenrs
a wonderful bikini shirt, asd
gives us a Carla who dn\cu
men away with her table man
ners. Yet Heath makes the it
tle girl who is afraid of cary,
and of hfe. peep through the (!
racket Carla makes.

Gary Sekerzak,
harlequin trousers, an “Arnold™’
whose wife has left him with
an infant, is soft spoken
Arnold is thankful for goodnes:
where he finds it, tells hi
mfnnt daughter she leads a |

life,” and we belicve
it despite his straits. Arnold
finally gets Fern out af the
house, Sekerak ends the play
on the right note; life has its
bassles, but it has its grace
notes.

Linda Martini's-costumes are
clever; the props by Helen
Gach, Valerie Simkus, Carolyn
Church, set construction by
Mike Flum and set decorntivn
by Dawn Hooper, especialiy the
portrait of Elvis, blend into the
words. .
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