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New sheriff
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Michael Bouchard wastes little time organizing department

New: Ockland County’s new sheriff,

to Nichols — hard
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Michael Bouchard, started his first week on

the job and is busy trying to get ¢ mgs in order - his style.

BY PAT MURPHY
STAYP WRITER
pmurphyOoe.homecomm.net

Michael J. Bouchard wasted
little time reshaping the shoriffs
department to his image.

His first staff mesting was 10
a.m. Tuesday, leas than 20 hours

after being unanimonsly selected
to replace the late John F.
Nichola, who died Dec. 18.

“My message {to staff comman-
ders) is to work together,” said
Bouchard, who cited sngging
morale as his top concern as
head of the 916-member sheriff's
department.

Morale likely
Bouchard told reporters, when
some people within the depart-
ment — uncertain about who
would suceood Nichols — felt

University to celebrate
African-American month

Oakland University will mark
Afri Amnrican Celabrati

her cultures with educational

d social activities open to the
Puhlh:.

Major events of the month,
themed Artiatic Expressions of
African American Life and His-
tory, include & speech by author
and poet, Nikki Glovanni 8 p.m.
Thuraday, Jan. 28, at Meadow
Brook Theatre. Often controver-
sial, she in remembered for her
militancy during the turbulent
19603, becoming quite popular
Bu: ono of the New Black Poets of

Tickeu will be available

Eﬂ:nth Jan. 18-Feb, 18, exploring
tl

through TicketMaster outlots
and tho Centor for Student
Activities Service Window, 49
Qakland Center (OC).

QU will elao hoat The
Tuskegee Airmen, black pilots
who fought during World War I
in the U.S. Army Air Corps.
They will speak noon to 1:30
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 4, 201
Dodge Hall, There is no cost.

The opening cvent Monday,
Jan. 18, will honor the birthday
of Dr. Mnmn Luther King Jr.,
beginning with the annual
march that symbolizes the unifi-
cation of all cultures on OU’s
campus, .
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suffered, -

they had to choose sides.

“That was natural,” Bouchard
said, once it became obvious the
sheriff’s health was failing and
somebody would likely be named
to replace him,

Bouchard didn't think sagging
morale was a crisis. But during
his interview Monday before the
Vacancy Committee — charged
under stato law with naming a

naid boosting morale wauld be
his number one prierity if select-
ed Oakland’s 41st sheriff.

’I‘homna E. Quisenberry, a
major und chief of staff wzthm
the department, Tueeday said it
was miasleading to refor to a
“morale problem within the
department. “People were uncer-
tain and uncasy,” ho admitted,

“particularly when it became
obvious Nichals wbuldn't finish
his term.

“People were afraid,” he said,
“and they were worncd about
change, But I don't think there
was a morale problem, 1f thcro
was a morale problem, it's gone.”

Tucaday’s staff moeting had
gone a long way toward elimi-
nating any anxicties, he eaid.
“The sherifl spoke briefly with
each of us, and he assural cvery-
body there would be no drastic
change. It was very upboat.

“The sheriff also made it very
clear he is in charge,” said
Quisenberry, a Rochester reai-
dent,

Capt. Michoel McCabe charac-
terized the meeting aa a “get to
know cach other” scssion. “We
didn't discuss any hig pulicy
isaues. But he put everybody at
casa by telling them to continue
doing the job they were doing.”

‘When the Vacancy Committeo
voted for Bouchard, after about
20 minutes of deliberation, one
of thoso who applauded vigorous-
ly was Undersheriff Henry
Buffa, probably the leading can-
didate behind Bouchard — in
part because of a lotter from
Nichols who urged “support”™ for
his cfforts to become Sheriff of
Oakland County.

Buffa applanded Bouchard
even though it ‘put his future in
doubt. “I havo no job,” he told
reporters. “I'm going back to
clean out my office,”

Bouchard said he expects to
name his undersheriff by the end
of the weck. While he said he
would not exclude Buffa as a
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the now sheriff would hkcly pick
his own pernon os second in com-
mand — posaibly Quisenb

by expanding the boot camp, Lha
highly successful and often imi-
lh?ted program established by

the department’s chief of nmﬂ'.
McCaba, deputy chief of staff, or
Capt. Barnett Jones, head of the
protective services division, who
lives in Lako Orion.

Actually Boul:!mrd didn't wait
until Tucsday to address his
announced goal of bolstering
moralo. Within hours of resign-
ing from the State Senate to
become aheriff, Bouchard accept-
cd an invitation from a few com-
mand cfficers to get together for
an adult beverage at Drinks
North, a restaurant near the
county complex.

“There were some tonsta, and
there was a lot of jubilation and
relief,” said one of the revelers,
“Jubilation at Bouchard being
the new shoriff and relicf that
the process was over,”

While Bouchard said easing
tensions was ¢ priority item, he
olso emphasized that his will be
8 unique mapngemont style,
*Nobody can copy Juhn Nichols,”
bo said, “and I won't try. I have
my own style. Not better or
worse, just different.”

Among the goals listed by
Bouchard is addressing over
cmwdmg in the jail — possibly

“The boot camp has faclhtma
for 60 inmates,” Bou noted,
“while the typlcnl class hao
about 30 inmates.” Perhaps the
department can find n way to
maximize those uni beds, tha
new sheriff said, for Oakland
inmates or for nnnvml-:nt prid
ers from other counties. N

Political considerations — o
at least Bouchard's knowledge of
the political syatem — played: o
role in his being named the new’~
shoriff, said Prosecutor Da
Gureycn, chair of the Vacnncr‘

under auma
lnw mth the task of plcking-
Nichols’ successor. “But it was.g
small part,” he anid,

Other committos momberd-
ware county Clerk G. Willia:
Caddell and chief probate Judges
Eugene Arthur Moore. “It t makos
you proud to realiza there wers~
so meny diverse and highly mhl'
ified candidates willing to sarv
said Moore.

“But Sea. Bouchard was t|
most qualified of all,” he said.
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Saturday and Sunday
January 16 & 17

'n-y our fun amvt affordable Family Value Padtago.
You and the kiis will £njoy a SPICIOUS IWO-T00M suite inchiding separate
bedroom and bving room with 8 wet bar, rafrigotator, microwave, coffee

makor and a sofa bed. It also inclides froo pizza, four

SAVE $201
non-alooholic boverages, a pool toy (great in our heated Jutstayaay -
11 000 a.m- tlll 5 00 p.m SUITS indoor pool), one free movie ranta) and microwavable '“:'...m,,
Featuring Award Winaing Artists: ; popcom, plus 8 wo-hour beverage frecoption and com- | eed presart this
(Painting) Russell cfwm, Evelyn Ralter and Don Bullis SPORT COATS plimantary propovod fo-rJor breaklast, We'ra adjacont | 42X

(Stlfpnn) Sharon Summers, Jokn Bradthaw and Julia Williams
(Mized Media) Betsy Travis.

King's Coutt Cazle

Retmcrent

SLACKS 10 the Pontiac Siverdome, 3-miles from the Palace of Aubum Hillsand ~ * 4
‘109 5 minutos from Great Lakes Crossing. For reservations, call  ©
SPORTSWEAR mmﬂmmm@mumu.Mm
OUTERWEAR EIRSR Suites Aubum Hills st 2483342222,
Beverly Hills

31455 Southficld Road
248/645-5560
Plymouth

3os. M.\ln Street
734/459-6972
Stes Throwgh 52 Reg & Lorg.

Sponsored by the
Orion Art Center
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