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- &b ‘Mayne County Exacutive Ed
‘MeNamarn waa sworn inta
;W - offico for the fourth time |

last Friday. Newly clected Attor-
oy General Jennifer Granhelm
and U. 8 Court of Appeals Judge
Daraon Keith administered the
oath in front of some 400 support-
ery gathered at MeNamara's old
gchool, Redford High.
'The event didn't get much cover-
agé in the loeal nedysaedia, It
l“ould have. DN
‘McNamars, 72 and likely to
Yetire from offico when hie term
‘ends in 2002, is without a doubt the
'mont offective Democratic politiciun
in the atato.
He isn't drop-dend handsoms; in
fact,; ho's balding and sports a bit of
' paanch: He's not a thundering
ator; in fact, ho's much more com-
Yortable visiting with small groups.
He's not an ideologue and he's cer-
nly tio liberal; in fact, be’s an
anreconstructed moacrate, o Demo-
t whoso political carcer began in
Republican-leaning Livonia.
McNamara's politicel career
ffers a number of odditics.
‘A member of a political party
iy in thrall to organized labor,
MeNamera has made no secret of
_“his often-strained relationships
" with the UAW and other unions. A
Avent ot' ‘he “all.whit; A ha ®

. he gots ravo reviews from Detroit
‘Mayor Dennis Archer. No particu-

* roporters who doto on good looks
-and snappy one-liners, McNamara
Vmgularly cleans up when it comes

nesses in Wayne County that helps
provide inexpensive health caro for -
firms unablo to afford it. . - .

The only negative is Metropoli-
tan Airport. It’s still o mess, But
MecNamara is building a now mid-
field terminal that should eventual-
1y resolve the problems faced regu-’
larly by air travelers.” He boasts -
that economic dovelopment in
Wayne County spawned by his
administration haa increased prop-
erty valuations by $7 billion.

How does Ed McNamara got -
things done? Simple. He has builta
politicat machine, one that rivals
John Engler's.

He picks good people, people like

 Mike Duggan, Charlie Williams,

Larry Tukarski, Vickie Hertell and
David Katz. Over the years, McNa-
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‘As;a politician, McNamara’s a pro .

; Democratic Party. Frank Kelley,
the “etexnal general,” had finally -
docided to retire, leaving no fire-

wall betweon the Engier-led Ropub-
licars and the rest of the Democrat-
ic ticket. o !
McNamara firat identificd ono of
his appointees ua a proapect for
attorney general, bright und per-

'| gonable Jennifer Granholm, o

Northville Township resident and
at that Gine the chiof lawyer for
Wayne Cuunty. He gent around to
hundreds of Democratic leaders 2
letter and o video featuring
Granholm, Unlike most sther
Democratic power bosses, ho
agreed to help Fieger's flailing cam- .
paign, assigning staffers to bring
somo ordor to chaos,

McNamora then catled in his
chips, He “porsunded” Fieger to

back Granholm as'lis candidate for B

attornoy general, A complete politi-’
cnl newcomer, Granholm was elect-
ed by a wide margin. Of course,
Granholm’s election campgrign was
managed by another McNamara
<ppuintee, Trigh Stein.

A lot of do-gooder types don't like
Ed McNamara because he's an old-
fashioned politician who raises tons
of money, has lots of appointees
d all over the pluce and

mara has placed hing like
200 appointees in offices in Dotroit
and Wayne Couaty. Asaisted by
Ron Thayer, the best Democratic
fund-raiser in Michigan-who got his

cuts deals in tho back room.
That's precisely why 1like and

admire McNomara. He's an

unabashed pro at what he is, a

start when Jim Blanchard was a
congressman, McNamara raises
tons of money. :
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' 7 "How como? Simple. Ed McNama-
xa gots things done.

~#e built a new morgue for
Wayne County and 4 new juvenile
tention facility in Detroit, togoth.
e with a jail in Hamtramck anda
oIl course in Inkster. He put
togather an innovative health

tnsurance scheme for amall busi-

pr peo-
pl¢'who are Democrats, but Democ-
rat Ed McNamarn's fund-¢aising
1ist is 80 percent business.
What's McNamara'a style in get-
ting things done? Simple. He's
1

Wo should take time to note and
admire his performance in office
over the next four years. Wo're not
likely to sce the job of effective
politician ever done much better
than by Ed McNamara.

Phil Power is chairman of Home-
Town Communications Network
Ine., the company that owns this

e wel

effective b he's’p
Last fall, Geoffrey Ficger'a

doomed campaign for governor

threatened to bring down the entire
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P . your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734)
953-2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail:
ppower@oeonline.con

ibrories, once known as quiet,
g almost reverent places, these
ays are making a lot of noise.

Its the noise of construction, ns
community after commuaity around
our part of Ookland County expands
its libraries to meet the demands of
technology and growing populations.
For example:

W The West Bloom{ield Main
Library expects to reopen carly next
year, with o facility more than double
in size, Voters approved the addition
in 1997, .

M Farmington-Farmington Hills
voters in August approved a millage
to expand the Farmington Hilla
branch. The money will also establish
longer hours and buy more books,
computers and audio visuals at Farm-
ington Hills and its sister branch in
downtown Farmington. E

B Southficld hopes to join the
ranks, os that community sccks
March 9 voter approval to build a new
95,000-square-foot library. The cur-
rent 44,000-square-foot facility
opened in 1964.

It's nlso the noise of interaction as
community after community secks
resident input — and output - te
improve services. This includes taking
a page from the big bookstores which
offer crenture comforts with their
bouks. For example:

W “Library hopes to offer coffee
with classics,” read the recent banner
headline in the Troy Eccentric, “We
want to try the big trend pow which is
having coffec and snacks for the pub-
lie,” says Troy Library Director Brian
Stoutenburg. He also propises anoth-
or idea borrowed from the big bouk-
stores: using displays to market the
collections. And he plans to create o
new meeting room where teens can
study without having to be quiet. So
far, the Troy Library can manage alt
of this out of its current budget.

& West Bloomfield, too, has cren-
ture comforts in mind, for its new
facility. Library Dircctor Clara Bohrer
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number of rooms with a view. A peri-.

| odicals room ard terrace have casual

seating and look out on the adjncent *
woods, An outdoor programming area’
and 2 story-time terrace off the youth'
arca do the same. And the Youth Ser!
vices area will double in size with ™

walls between it and Adult Services §0 |

that the young people don't have to bé
quiet. :
Meanwhile, it's somewbat ironic
that as West Bloomfield works man-
fully to build a state-of-the-art facili-:
ty, some users are enjoying the conves
nience of the library’s temporary refo’
cation to a West Bloomfield ahopping
mall. R
. She also has had calls from resi- *
dents of Livonia, Farmington and
Dearborn, who came upon the library,
as they were shopping in West Bloon*
field. *They congratulated us for being
on the cutting edge,” Bohrer reports.t
“They said it's a service to go where .
the people are.” "
Bohrer says she can envision a
small storefront stocked with popular
materials, such as best sellers, booka™
on tape, periodicals and video reatals’
- almost a sclf-serve situation,  ~*
Who knows, perhaps the next big-*
noise in our communities will be the
tiny library boutique. .o

.

Judith Doner Berne, a West Blounis
field resident, is former managing edi-
tor of The Eccentric Newspapers. Yo !
can comment on this column by call-*¢
ing (734)953-2047, Ext. 1997 orina '

says a coffee house is under considera-
tion. Moro definite plans are fora

letter, or fox (248) 644-1314 to the cdi!

. | or.of this newspaper.

"Redd Arts & Leisure evérySunday

:Here's
‘new year! Begin

: furnishings for your homel

éentertainment centers, tables,
! extra excitement with one-of-a-

407 OFF

R all custom upholstery
: with 90 days same as

: cash. *Simitar savings throughout the

: store. Hurry, Sale Ends 1~24~89

'%Fresh Start Sale!

%It’s 1999, Throw A Party. Invite Some New Furniture.

a chance to give every room inyour home a fresh start for the
with our beautiful upholstery, with more custom
: options than ever before. Then choose from our exclusive armories,
and chairs. Finally, weave in some
kind accessories from around the
‘world. So start the new year in style. Come in now for the freshest

Register to Win
2 #10,000
Shopping Spree.
See store for
details!

Houvh Ope St W 9 NCVI TOWN CINTEN 104 @ N RE
Roamfield tills . 2340 Sqver

Shop Today * Savings in Every Department

3 Savings off retail * Immediate markdowns may have been taken » Sele Ends 1/31/99 ,j'

Mid-Winter
SKI & SKIWEAR
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Selected jackets, pants, suits, sweaters, fleece tops, bottoms, »

after ski boots, goggles, skis, boots, poles, bindings, cross coun-
try, snowboard, snowboard clothing and much more...

e

880 S. Old Woodward

Hours: Mon,, Tue,, Wed. & Frl, 106
Thurs, 108 * Sat. 105 ¢ Sun. 1:5

 Birmingham ¢ 248-647-8882

* apiot 10 be comdined with any othet sales or promotions

EXPRESSIONS

OM FURNITURE

www.expressions-furniture.com

cuUsT

BB Arn Arber . .
Grwnd Raphds

| 2283073373 MY, Clomen ..—....1216 5. OTATION Nosh of 14 e 14 §10.4933470 |8
W. ok Weogroph .

3133423540

Store Hours: Dally 10-9 » Saturday 10-6 * Sunday 1

{FREE, K%, bedo B

Libraries make noise.




