E

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 1999

How are you doing?

Students get involved in their own academic evaluations

By Ty STy

STAFY WAITEI

tsmithQoo.homecomm.net

* Measuring student success
ysed to be about teachers arbi-

trarily handing down A's and

B's. These days, in Farmington

schools, the job is becoming
almost as complex as annuzl cor-
porate employee reviews.

There are portfolios and action
plans, not to mention “student-
involved conferences” and a tech-
nology-driven “reporting tool,”
all part of a collaborative

p h to student evaluati
“The pilot, three-pronged
nsgesament process - partly
intended to help children active-
ly learn for themsclves how
they're doing — was highlighted
during a recent multimedia
report to the Farmington achool
board. Presenting the roport
were Boochview Elementary
School principnl Norma Joan
Sass and Michele Meyers, who
teaches 35 students of differeat
ages (grades three-five) wnd
backgrounds.

* At lcast one parent likes the

concept.

* “I've always been one to want

more information,” said Sharon

McGladdery, whoso sen, Jacob,

tends Wooddale El tary
School. “It makes evorybody be
in tune and it focuses the chil-
dren.” .

. McGladdery said the process
shouldn't put undue pressure on
atudents and will heighten self-
awareness about what's expected
of them in schoal. T

“It's much harder for children
when things aren’t clear,” she
said. “The increaso of communi-
eation will go n long way toward
helping individuals.”

. ‘The multicultural/multiago
¢lassroom, alse taught by ray
Kinayn, was tho only one at
Beechview to use the procoss
during fall conferencea (other
schools also are working on the
process). But Sass said it proba-
bly will be used by all Beechview
teachers during spring confer-
ences, “and we hape to share this
with other sites in the district.”

Here's how it works:

@ In the video cxample shown
to board members, from the fall
conferences, Meyers and a stu-
dent sit side-by-sido at a comput-
er, discuss past school perfor-
mance ond how to improve it
next time.

O Comments from both are

Applications
cvailable

Applications are available for
students in grades seven-12 who
plan to compete in Farmington
Musicale's Awards for Musical
Excellence. This annual competi-
tion offers cash awards to further
music education.

It is open to students who
attend Farmington public or pri-
vete schools, to children of a
E-.cmington Musicale member
and to those whose primary resi-
dénce is in Farmington or Farm-
ington Hille, but who attend
school elgewhere.

-Applications are being dis-
tributed this week to the music
departments in all Farmington-
area middle and high schools.
They may also bo obtained by
calling Martha Sutton at 478
7792, Applications must be com-
pleted and returned, postmarked.
by midnight Friday, Feb. 28.

This year, the competition will

e Saturday, March 20, at Nardin
, Park United Mothodist Church in
Farmington Hills. Categoriea will
be: piano, string/harp/classical
guitar; wind/brass/percussion
instruments divided into two
grado levels, nine-10, 11-12. Cash
awards will be given in each
grado division.

Two other scholarships will be
awarded, including The Strey-
McCallum Memorial Piano
Award, for the student who is
judged to bo the “most outatand-
ing pianist® vegardless of grado
level. The Farmington Communi-
ty Band will also provide tho Bar-
bara Hughes Memorial Award to
one outstanding musician in the
wind/brass/percussion category,
regardless of grade lovel.

First-place winners will por-
form their winning compositions
in a recital 3 p.m. Sunday, April
18, at Antioch Lutheran Church.
Awards will bo presented at that
time, a8 will the Stroy-McCallum
Piano and Buarbara Hughes
Memorial awards.

For more information, call
Martha Sutton at 478-7792 or
Jan Smith nt 626-3866.

. -

togged onto o computerized form.

H Then students “report” to
their parcats by taking a bard
copy of tho form home and, simi-
larly, “conference” with their
parcats about nchiovements and
improvement gonls; parents sub-
sequently completo the form for
return to Beechviow.

Parents ond students talk
about “strengths and weakness-
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3 and thon put (comments) into
portfolios,” Moycra explained,
‘Thero also is a chance for par-
anta to keop up-to-date via week-
1y goal-yotting sessions with
their kids,

The endeavor promotes assess-
ment “while it's actually happon-
ing,” Sass sald, “It's not aome-

with open communication.”

Moyers said the studont--

involved conforence portion
takes about 16 minutes and is
able to go on while regular learn-
ing continues in the clasarcom.
According to Judy White,
aasistant, superintond

t of

driven portfolios.

Tho new, {nteractive nesess-
ment system wes detalled to the
board during an updato of tho
ongoing olomentary achool
restructuring. That restructur-
ing, expected to take five yeors
to ) b

instruction, one of the district's

begun in D
1997, when a comprchensive

Suveral board membera soid
thoy were enthralled with the
concept of parenis staying
invoived in the process thraugh
the weekly reviows. )

. Mecanwhilo, the systom won't
complotely phaso out mere tradi-
tionpl report cards. Those would

- atill|be sent home on alternate

“herself. It's done with the child,

thing tho toucher takes homo by

Hy feature

study w_hh more than 60 recom-

marking periods.
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