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Coping with a
Michigan winter

.

— critter-style
E ably noticed tho flocks of robins
that arc still with us. They, and
flocks of starlings, stayed around too
long this season and got caught in all
tho snow that recéntly fell. Many peo-
plo atill think that some birds {ly
south because they cannot take the
cold, which, of course, is not true. It is
all o matter of food. If as a bird, you
arc an insecct or fish eater, you fly
south to find food. If you cat sceds
and/or berries, you stay in Michigan,
Somo robins stay hero in our parks all
winter as long a8 dried fruits, such as
wild grapes, are available. So secing a

robin doesn't always mean that spring
is coming. .
Why birds stay put

Many people are surprised when
they hear that owls, like the great
horned and screech, are in the process
of nesting soon after the first of the
year. The simple reason they can is
that their young eat meat in the form
of mice, voles, birds and rabbits.
‘Whether a bird species stays in Michi-
gan for the winter is based solely on
what its food requirements are. Blue
Hcerons may stay if ponds and creeks
do not entirely freeze over. As long as
thoy find open water, with opportuni-
ties to find fish, you very well mny see
them in your own back yard. We have
had herons fish in the creck in our
yard with as much as a foot of anow
on the ground, =~ T TR

Cooper's hawks have become very
adept at hunting for their dinner at
our bird fecders. Not for the feed you
put out but for the birds that come to
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f you enjoy nature, you have prob-
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Tina Jensen is lauded for community volunteerism

= ‘She Is a tireless and ded-
Icated workor who puts her
heart and soul into a job.’

Cheryl Cannon

—assiatant supcrintendent

BY MARY RODRIQUE
RTAF? WRITLR
mrodriquo@oc.iomocomm.net

“Everything you give to the commu-
nity comes back to you double-fold,”
states Tina Jensen, the 1999 Farming-
ton area Citizen of the Year,

Jensen, a 19-vear resident of Farm-
ington Hills, wiil be honored at a ban-
quet tonight nt the Glen Osks Country
Club. This isthe first ycar the Citizen
of the Year program is being sponsored

_8olely by the Farmington area Jaycees,
She was nominated by Betty Nicolay,
chairman of Farmington Familiea in
Action, and 11 others who wrote glow-
ing letters to the nominating commit-
tee, . -

Almost as goon a8 Jensen moved into
the Farmington Square Subdivision
nearly two d=cades ago with her family
= husband Richard and children Jana
and Jay ~ she began volunteering. It

was already an established pottern in -

her life. She had beon active in the
North Rosedale Park arga of Detroit
where the family lived befdre moving to
Farmington Hills. T

Plunging in

*The Junior Womens Club was the
first group I got involved with here,”
she said. “The focis was community
projects. We worked with the kids at
tho Sarah Fishor Center un the garden
project and with Girlatown in
Believille, a center for abused girls still
in operation-today.” -

Jensen's mother, Janice vanBlari-
com, was chnirman of the Girlstown

--~Foundntion. ‘Her father, Robort,-was

district governor of Rotary Club in
Kalamazoo and national president of
hia fraternity. In fact, Jensen’s grand-
parents were also active volur.tecrs. To
her, giving one’s time freely to commu-
nity causes was simply expected.

Tina Jonsen: Voted the 1999 Citizen of the Year by the Farmington
Area Jaycees.

*My parents were the best examples
for me. I did substitute teach for a cou-
ple of years after we moved hero,” she
aaid. *But then I decided I could do
more good volunteering.” .

- Driving force -
Over the years, she has been the dri-
ving force behind many projects. She
has worked with Farmington Familics
in Action, the Longacre House, Farm-
ington Public Schools on millage and

bond clections and Longacre El

Local WWII veteran and activist
Jack Curd snys “Tina is one of those
rare individuals who can take a whole
room {ull of volunteers and weld them
into a cohesive group, They may have
only intended to volunteer an hour 2
week, until they met Tina and the next
thing they knew, they were volunteer-
ing every day and loving it.”

Jensen is also active with her church,
Nardin Park United Mothodist. She
oversees twice yearly rummage sales
there which raised $20,000 for the
church last year. She i3 also president
of United Mothodist Women,

In the mid-1980s, sho was behind the
womon's club “Opportunity Farming-
ton" game which raised over $10,000.
Procceds were used to buy a piano at
the senior center and to complete reno-
vations at the historic Longacre House.
Sha is still active with-Welcome Wagon
and her neighborhood homeowner's
asgociation.

“I'm still active with the fashion
show (benefit for Longacre House)
every fall,” she said. “Annually it
brings in at least $5,000, but we necd
to raise more.” .

Passing the torch

Jensen, o Western Michigan Univer-
ity graduate who is also active with
her sorority group and works every
school and city election, has passed the
volunteering torch on to her children.
Daughter Jana, who works as exccu-
tive assistant to Betsy DeVos in Grand
Rapids, han already served as vice
president of the Young Republicana of
Oakland County. A graduate of Miami
of Ohie University, she is also an active

| youth volunteer worker with Nordin

Park church,
Son Jay, a graduate of Adrian Col-
lege, works in sales and was an active
1 with hi ity’s commu-

tary, Power Middle and Farmington
High in particular, In fact, Farmington
High hos named an award in her henor
as n lasting tribute to her efforts at the
school.

Cheryl Cannon, assistant school
superintendent for business & opera-
tional services, calls her “conscientious,
courteous to voters and a tireless and
dedicated worker who puts her heart
and soul into a job.”

nity service projects.

“My husband Richard mostly volun-
teers by driving older people to church
on Sundays. And he gets roped into o
lot of my projects,” she adds with a
laugh.

Jensen began parent advisory groups
at both Power and Farmington High.

“Parcnts needed input,” said the for-
mer teacher. “It kind of dropped of
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- JOIN ALL THE PEOPLE
SHRINKING THEIR BILLS.

QUR HOME EQUITY PROCRAM is relicving the discomfort of monthly bills. With 2 home equity loan,
you can shrink your high-rate bills into onc low monthly payment. Or choose a home equity credit line
and get some moncy now, then more later, Either way, there are no closing costs. The interest may be

tax deductible. And all that extra money will make you feel better at the first of every month. Visit any

banking office today or call toll-free 1-877-480-2345.
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