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Even a blizzard is good when
you look at lessons it provides

What good is

a blizzard?

Anawer: it teach-
es us patience.

OK, I don't

- really know {f it

h us

FOCUS ON
THEQLOQY

1 Many a prayer Is gald durlng
a blizzard, and go | suppose it
can oeven be sald that a bliz-
ziard Is good for our gplritual
life.

patience or not,
but it sounda
good. After all, o
blizzard has to
be good for somo-
thing.

I'm suro that a
blizzard is good
for enow blower
manufacturers,
These manufacturers, and their employees,
have to make a living like everybody clse.

In a similar way, a blizzard is good for
those who make snowplows, melting com-
pounds, and ice-scrapers. A blizzard has &
real economic advantage for some people,
even if it dopresses car sales.

If you plan well, n blizzard can be good for
a cozy, romantic evening by the firegide. It
has been aaid that you can trace the oceur.
rence of a major blizzard by the number of
babies that are born nine months later.

A blizzard teats our endurance at airports
and on superhighways during rush hour.
Many o prayer is said during & blizzard,
and so I suppose it can even be said that a
blizzard is good for our spiritual lifo. If we
have any sense at all, a blizzard teaches us

_ to alow down and not try to force the situn-
tion to bend to our control. -

A blizzard makes us aware of how little
we are in control of things, and how our
well-thought plons can be subject to radical
change. If we learn that lesson well, wo
Iearn to place things in the hands of God.

A blizzard reveals n great deal about how
we respond in difficult situations. Do we zee
ourselves as victims who are suffering some
trermendous indignity, so that our problom
is greater than cveryone elso’s problem, or

do wo sce ourselves as & community of peo-
ple who are pulling together under a set of
vory trying circumstances,

On Jan. 3, my wife, my father-in-law and
1 were stuck at Mctro Airport for 11 hours
{n the middle of a blizzard, Like everybody
olge, we wore wondering if we were ever
going to get out. Wo had it batter than
many people, who either found th 1

Performing: Steve Bell will appear at Beautiful Savior
Lutheran Church. :

stranded in a city far awsy from home, or
who were aitting for 10 hours or more on a
plane waiting for n open gate.

A scnso of community started to develon
among our graup of travelora, People start-
ed to help ono another, and started ta sharo
jokes and life storica, We even rallied to
show our support for the beloaguered gata
agent, who was doing the best for us that he
could, under the worst possible conditions,
with virtunlly no support from his
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My wife, along with soveral other passen-
gors, offered to get him coffee and sand-
wiches; end when someons bocame irato,
.tho rest of us gave this overworked, under

iated gate agent a ing ovation.
He was, after all, in as much distress as the
rest of us. So I suppose, & blizzard can teach
us a great deal about humanity and tho
nature of community life.

I'm atill not really convinced that a bliz-
zard ia good for vory much, but it can be
said thot just about overy situation is good
for somothing when we become open to
lessons that it has to teach us. Spiritual
dovelopment consists almost entirely of
being open to those lessons.

The Rev. Dr. Allon W, Eickelmann is

senior minister of the Congregational
Church of Birmingham.

EILU V EILY

Eilu v Eilu Adult Jewish
Loarning Project, sponsored by
the consorvative movement of
raetro Detroit, hosts the follow-
ing programs: : .

| A free, drop-in study scs
sion, “Messianism and Jows,” is
at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 27,
with Rabbi Leonardo Bitran, in
the Beit Midrash at the Laker
Education Complex, 2076 Wal.
nut Lake Road, West Bloomfield.
Students will pair up to read
aloud and discuss classical texts
and commentaries. The program
is co-sponsored by Eilu v Eilu
and Congregation Shaarey
Zedek.
@ “Dear Rabbi ~ The Role of
Li in tho Evo-

to the community. The first ses-
sion is Jon, 23, immediately fol-
lowing Shabbat Kiddush. The
topic is Parshat Bo, led by Daph-
na Feldman, Other dates are
Fab. 20, “Triggor Vignettes:"
March 27, n book roview of "As a
Driven Leaf” by Milton Stein-
berg, led by Debra Darvick. Cost
is $6 per scssion, Rescrvations
are required and baby-sitting is
available on request. For mors
information, call Susan Loi-
bowitz at (248)788-7772.

 On Feb, 1, the accond of &
threo-part learning serios for
adults will feature the topie, the
Tu B'Shovat Scder, The last ees-
sion on March 8 is “The Rabbi
Tells a Story or Two.”

All 2assions begin at 11:30
n.m. at the synagogue, 6800
Drake, West Bloomfield, Toach-
era r.cc Rabbi Elliott Pachter and
Cr.ntor Earl Berris, Cost is $6
por session. Reservations are
required. Cnll Pearlena Bodzin
at (248)357-1167 for moro infor-
mation.

Grierous:sup

ight Birmirigham was a great success
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- Meritor Automnfotive’

lution of Jewish Law,"” is the
theme of the current Latte and
Learning series with Rabbi
Aaron Bergman, from 10- 11
a.m. Mondays through March 1
at Borders Books and Music,
30996 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills, Each session
may be attended independently.

required.

The cost per session for mem-
bers of sponsoring organizations
is 86, others pay $7.

The theme of the next Latte &
Learning series beginning March
8 will be: It Could be Verse:
Jewish Poetry from the Bible to
Today.”

Everyone is welcome to attond
programs, regardless of affilia-
tion, background or Jowish
study. For information on Eilu v
Eilu programs, call (248)737-
1931,

Advance registration is not,

COMIC MINISTRY |

Life's dramas can be a laugh-
ing matter with Jim Cusater and
Bob Hoose, & premiere music,
comedy and drama team who
have entertained together for 20
years at churches, universitics
and conferences across the
nation. Their unique ministry
has been used by Focua on the
Family, Promise Keepers and
the Billy Graham Evangelical
Associntion, Their repertoire
includes picces called “Best of
Friends,” “Fathers Anonymous”
and “Remote Control.” -

The team will perform on at 4
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 24, at Faith
Lutheran Church, 37635
Dsquindre Road, Troy, north of
Big Beaver Road. Tickets are
$10 for gold seating, $B for gen-
oral admiasion, and $6 for
groups of 10 or more. Call
(248)689.4684 for tickets and
information,

B'NAI MOSHE

The B'nai Moshe Sisterhood
and the Rekindling Shabbat
Committee of Congrogation
B'nai Moshe will host a three -
part Lunch 'n Learn series open

JEWISH
COMMUNITY
CENTER

Starting on Jan. 26, Seminars

Gospel album
award winner
Bell to perform

Stove Bell, one of Cannda’s
most successful indepondent
musicians, will porform at Beau-
tiful Savior Lutheran Church,
5631 North Adams Road, Bloom-
field Hills, at 7:30 .p.m, Satur-
day, Jan. 30. .

Bell in tho 1998 winner of a
Juno Award for Bost Gospel
Album for his latest rclease,
Romantics & Myatics.

His previoua recordings have
sold over 90,000 copics in Cana-

da.

Tickets are $8 in advance or
$10 at the door, Call the toll-frec
ticket reservation line at 1-800-
854-3499 for tickets,

CCMMUNITY MESSENGER

for Adult Jewish Enrichment
will offer 57 courses at the Jow-
ish Community Centers in West
Bloomfield and Osk Park.

Conservative, Humanistic,
Orthodox, Reform, Secular and
the unaffilinted will come
together for these courses, The
Jewish Community Center of
Motropolitan Detroit and the
Agency for Jewish Education
are presenting SAJE, with co-
sponsorship from the Jewish
Federation of Motropolitan
Dotroit and the Detroit Jewish
News.

Courses will be held Tues-
days and Thuradays at the D,
Dan and Betty Kahn JCC in
West Bloomfield, Both 7:30 and
8:30 p.m. classes will be offered.

For more information, call
{248)661-7649,

R ——
CHRIST CHURCH
CRANBROOK

Christ Church Cranbrook, in
cooperation with Hospice of
Southanstern Michigan, will
conduct a six-weok grief recov-
ery scries, from 7-8:30 p.m.
Mondays, Feb. 1 to March 8,

Dalphine Tessmar, grief coun-
selor, will describe tho phases
of grieving and teach ways to
help participants move through
the grieving process and make
a new beginniag in life. Anyone
who has experienced the losa of
a loved one is welcome. For
more information or to sign wp
call Kappy Pennington .t
(248)644-6210, ext. 14.

TEMPLE KOL AMI

Temple Kol Ami in West
Bloomfield will offer two cours-
ea for adults, *Navigating your
Way Through the Prayerbook”
will be at 7:30 p.m. on Thurs-
daoys, Jan. 28, Feb. 4 and 11,
taught by Rabbi Amy Brodsky.
“Introduction to Judaism™ will
bo at 7 p.m. Tueadnys, Feb, 3 to
April 20, There ia a fee for the
courses.

To register, contact the tem-
ple at (248)661.0040.
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We look forward to First Night Birmingham 2000!
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