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When geese disappear, so do waterfow!

Huntera who
wore anxiously
awaiting  the
special Iate
Canadn goose
scason in south-
ern Michigan
have been disap-
pointed at best,
Ico on moat area
rivers and lakes,
coupled with a
heavy cover of
snow in agricul-
tural fields

where the birds traditionally

feed during winter months, have
sent many resident honkors
packing for tho remainder of the
winter.
“The firat couple weeks of
. Decamber gecse wero all over
the place,” said Tim Payne,
wildlife biologist at the Michigan
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Resources district office in Live-
nin. “With all the cold weather
and snow we've had lately they
have been picking up and leav-
ing. "here are still some birds
arouna, but no where near tho
number of birds that wero here o
few weeks ago.” ,

‘Tho scnsen opened on Satur-
day, Jan. 7, and West Bloomficld
hunter Lyman Burgess enjoyed a
productive opener. But the birds
disnppeared soon there aftor,

“We probobly saw 600 birds on
opening day,” said Burgess, “Wo
got out late, around 8:30, and
they wore already tlylng. Someo
of them wore high flyers, but
some of them wero 1 ble. We

over.”

Typically, at this time of year,
there are still some standing
crops nfield or at least cropa that
have been cut but not plowed
under, This year, becauso of the
unsecasonably dry fall we experi-
onced, most of the crops in
southern Michigan wero harvest-
ed early. Fields that do have cut
crops nre buriced knee-deep in
BROW,

Still time to hunt
Despito the adverse condi-
tions, die-hard hunters can still
find somo huntable geesc. But
they'll have to work hard to
i ond the

got six, so wo had a good day.

“I was back out on Monday
and wo didn't sce a bird,” added
Burgess, “There just aren’t as
many birds around right now

ex

nctpl'nn will undoubtedly bo slow.
Decoya are a must at thia time

of year, Since tho fields are full

of snow hunters must bear the

brunt of the load and carry their

Calling is always a tricky task,
especially dt this time of year
aince the geese have been hunt-
ed on and off for months. An

ri d caller is p t

to success,

“The birds are few and the
hunting {s hard, but dedicated
huntors will find ways to get to
them,” said Payne

The ssason runs through
February 7 in the southern
Michigan Goese Managemont
Unit. Consult the 1888-1999
Michigan Waterfowl Hunting
Guido for the exact boundaries of
the aren open to hunting.

Hunters reports success

Thero i a new king in the
Oxford-based Button Buck Club,
Ted Novak was enjoying his
{nfamous reign as *King of tho
Club™ when another club mem-

parade.

Boike mistakenly shot o but-
ton buck late in the 1998 scason
and took the wind from Novak's
sails,

In a letter to the new king,
Novak wrote: “Things are always
changing. One day you're Mr.
Button Buck...signing auto-
graphs and gotting accolades
from huntera all over tho state.
Then at dusk, you hear the
sound of gunfire, and though you
are not thers, you know it is all
over. You go from Mr. Button
Buck to just another member of
the Button Buck Club, Chuck,
your fellow Button Buck Club
members want you to know you
are and will always bo tho But-
ton Buck King. Long live the
King!”

Club members, who know how
to enjoy the hunt without all the

hunters :

buck, are Robert Collins, Ed
Spinazzola, Johanan Xlimach,
Ken Hojnacki, Novak and Boike.

© On a final note, Lake Orion
native Arnie Roark mado the
most of his limited timo afield.
Hunting private land in north-
ern Onkland County, Roark shot
on 8-point buck early in the
firearms season, then drop a
majestic 10-point with 10-inch
tinos and a 17-inch spr2ad on

giving Day.

(Anglers and hunters are urged
fo report your success, Questions
and comments are also encour-
aged. Send information to: Out-
doors, 805 E. Maple, Birming-
ham, M1 480089, Fex information
fo (248) 644-1314, send e-mail o
bparker@oe.homecomm.net or
call Bill Parker cvenings at (248)
801-2673.)
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Department . of Natural because everything is frozen “decks”in by foot. ber, Chuck Boike, rained on his  proasure of bagging a trophy
44 P
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Show will be held Jan. 273 at ©  bowhunting expert Chuck = 4nd Wexlord countica and {n the following numbers; Stony 'é'p.-jm, v oo S O, o ependenos
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sories, and ivea from na, Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboy- TANT v . permits and boat launching per-  which begins at 7 p.m. Saturday,
vacation destinations and prop- gan, Emmet, M  scouts can all  mits arc on solo at all Metropark ~ Feb. 6, at Independenco Onks.
ertics from throughout tho Mid- Outdoorama '89 Sport and Trav- o.wd.n, Otsego, nd Presque Isle  the requirements for tl'}e Plant offices. Ve}uclernu.y‘pemuh are . 1
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are 3.9:30 p.m, W.cdnl.‘sdny, March 7 at the Novi Exp? Con- Peninsula. gram, which will be hel_t‘i , annual boat launching perm its sTA"‘E PARKS
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BOAT SHOW o hike around Bello Iale during — gox i e ">é° ] Advdnced registration is grams throughout the year. A
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a.m. Sunday, Jon. 24, at Belle ray and red jox scason rung DEEP ASLEEP at Oakland County Parks. Call  is required for entry into all

will bo held Feb, 6-14 at Cobo
Center, (800) 832-2628. .
DEER AND TURKEY
The annual Michigan Deer and
Turkey Spectacular will bo held
Feb, 12-14 at the Lansing Cen-
ter, (800} 324-3337.
CAMPER AND RV
The annual Detroit Camper.and
RV Show will be held Feb. 13-23
ot the Novi Expo Center.

~- BOAY, SPORT AKD FISHING
The 16th annual Pontiac Silver-
dome Boat, Sport & Fishing
Show will be held Feb, 17-21 at
the Silverdome.
SPORTFISHING EXPO
The 10th annual Greater Detroit
Spartfishing and Travel Expo
will be held March 4-7 at the
Palace of Auburn Hills. The
show will feature a special
appearance by national walleye

For some darn good fun,
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SEASON/DATES

Isle. Call (248) 435-8522 for
moro information.

MICHIGAN KKE

A slide presentation highlighting
tho jca climbing opportunities in
the Pictured Rocks National
Lakeshore snd Grand Island,
begina at 7 p.m. Wednesdny,
Jan. 27, at REI in Northville.
Call (248) 347-2100 for mo!
information. .
BKI/HIKE

Join members of the Southeast
Michigan Group, Sierra Club on
a hike/crosa country ski tour of
Indian Springs Metropark dur-
ing this program, which begins
at 12:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 31.
Call (248) 557-7768 for more
information.

4 Great Seats |
Little. Cagsars

VS. WICHITA WINGS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 AT 7:00PM

ETHR OTHER EAT TEAM SHARING THE JOE.
B oS hangn\«‘n‘th the Rockers this season at Joe Louls Arena.
For gama and ticket information call: 313-386-7070 §
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through March 1 statewide.
QOOSE

A specinl late Canada goose sea-
son rung through Feb, 7 in the
southern Michigon Googs Man-
agement Unit. Check the 1888-
99 Michigan Waterfow]l Hunting
Guide for specific boundaries.
RABBIT/HARE

Rabbit/hare scason run through
March 31 statewide.

STURGEON  *

Sturgeon spearing season s Feb.
1-28.

TURKEY

Feb. 1 is the deadline to npply
for n spring wild turkey hunting
permit.

METROPARKS

METROPARK REQUIREMENTS

Pizza Slices or Hot

Learn all about hibernation dur-
ing this program, which begins
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 23, at
Kensington.

WINTER STARS

Learn some winter constella-
tions then design o star t-shirt
during this program, which
begins at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Jon.
24, at Kensington. .

(8107 626-6473 ta register or for
more information.

TRACKS AKD TEES

Searen for animal tracks and
other signs of wildlife, then print
your own animal track t-shirt
during this program, which
begins at 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
23, at Independence Onks.

Do you need reliable
cellular service for
your business?

Did you know we offer
plans that meet the needs

of your business?

Did you know the person
behind the counter is ready to
talk to you about Ameritech?

‘
i
i
state parks and state recreation |
arcas, Far registration and addi- |
tional information on the pro- |
grams at Maybury eall (810) i
349-8390. For programs at Bald |
Mountain, call (810) 693-6767. - !
For pr.grams at Proud Leke and
Highland, call (810) 685-2433. ~ |
For programs at Island Lake, H
call (810) 229-7067. H
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