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Mark McConnell has o sugges-
_tion for visitors to his ducling
piano bar Karma.

. - *Check your shy personnlity at

-the coat cheek,” McConuoll said.

" In late January, ! the sounds of
il duclmg pianos and rousing sing-
- alonga will fill the vibrantly oolA
- ored Ferndale ¢lub.
-“It's a Disney-like cuncnpt
that'a been popular for a couple
. yenra in Florida, It's a fun way to
interact, It's an uplifting experi-
ence,” McConnell explained.
* Karma is tho ereation of long-
time Detroit DJ McConnell, and
Rob Potter, a Rocheater resident
and co-owner of Pentiac’s The
Velvet Lounge.
> The building formerly housed
d Rito-Aid and underwent a
massive seven-month recon-
- struction te tura it into a hip,

. ocoustically sound club.

« “The atmosphere is through
the lighting, not through stuff
. 'serewed on tho wall,” McConnell
.. a Bloomfield Hills native, and
Lahscr High School graduate
“said during a tour of the build.
ng.

Upoa entering Knrma, patrons
will he greeted with a coat check
and cashier, Prisms from wall
scones roach up to tho funky
slanted ceilings of a long hollway
that keeps the main room a mya-
tery. A quick turn at tho end of
the hallway roveals high ceil-
ingn, a giant stage an one side of

the room, and a raised private
+% _aren ovorlooking tho club.

By KEELY WYGONIK
BTAFP WRITER
kwygonik@oo.homecomm.not

. “When the weather cutaide is
frightful,” there's nothing moro
comforting than a bowl of home-
made soup. If you've boen busy
shoveling snow, and-don’t have
time to cook, don't worry, a bowl
1 of soup like mom's or grandma's
i3 just a phone call away. Some
. restnurants offer soup by tho
cup, bowl or quart to go. Ask
. whcn you place your order.
“Here .are somo of our
. fuvorilcs: .
., B Chicken with dumpling or

Opening Soon

What: Karma 22901 Woodward Ave., north'of Nine Miie Rond,
Ferndale, (248) 541-16C0. It will be open to those 21 and alder,

Menu: The menu wlil be simple yet elegant affering peel-and-eat
shrimp, vegetarian dishes, and a varlety ol other food. The prices
wllt ba moderate and alk credit cards witl bo‘accupted.

Opening day: Scheduled to open In laty January. The grand open-
ing colebration is set for mid- February, purhaps Valentine's Day
weekend, and wlil be & charity event. Check the Dinlng page in

Entertalnment for details.

*Tha cigm‘-mnrtini thing’s been
done. We're selling wine and
champagne {in this room).
There's private bathrooms. The
room overlooks the rest of the
place. It's a great sight line to
gee o band,” McConnell
cxplained.

Contrasting colors — primarily
red with darker hues ~ provide a
comforting atmasphere.

“Wo tried to pick vibrant colors
to create o warmth and make it
an inviting atmoaphore,”
MeConnell said.

An cntertainment director will
overseo the piano playera. But
tho stage will be shared with
mainstrenm, contemporary pop,
rock and rhythm and blues
bands, as well as comediana.

Although there are other ducl-
ing piano bars in the area,
McConnell suid “thero {s nothing
on this acale.” Karma measures
in at 11,000 square feot and
holds 1,000 people.

“We built this in mind to be a
multi-use facilily. We want to try
to appeal to u differont audi-
ence.”

His target audience is thoso

chicken neodle - Stove's Family
Dining, 40370 Five Mile Road,
west of Haggerty in Lake Pointe
Plaza, (248) 420-0368.

B Minoeatrone on Mondays,
Beef Barley on Thursduys, and
chicken soup every day nt N.Y.
Deli & Catering — 19215 Naw-
burgh Roud Livonia, (734) 691

DELI.

o Cmnlmd lentil ~ La Shish,
37610 W. 12 Mile Road (at Haul-
sted) Formington Hills (734)
553-0700

B Minestrone Buddy's Pizze-.

ria — 33605 Plymouth Road,
(between Farmington and Stark

WIHATS COOKING

who are 25 and older, well
behaved, and interested in hear-
ing good music, Goed food is also
on tho plate at Karma.

“Wo're putting in a full-service
kitchen and look forward to pri-
vato rentals and in-house cater-
ing of events. The menu is going
to be small but really goed. We'd
rather expand the menu then
pull {t back.”

McConnell deseribed the menu
as simple yot elegant, stepping,
above tho typical bar offerings.”
Peel-and-cat-shrimp, vegetariza
dishes and turkey burgcrs w1ll
be on the menu.

“Wc'll have o signaturoe llavm-,
he added.

Although Korma is uchedulcd
to open in late January, the
grand opening celebrationis set
for mid-February, perhaps Valen-
tine'a Day weekend, and will be a
charity event.

ical progression for McConncll.
In tho early 1950s, he was a DJ
at Induatry in Pontiac, and was
an on-air personality on WHYT-
FM, now known as WPLT- FM.
McConnell, a former Billboard

When you're in a hurry with 1

DINNER TO GO!

grand pianos at Karma.

chart reportor, was also a
manger at tho Hayloft Liquor
Stand in Mount.Clemens, Hia
offico is lined with platinum
records, from Depeche Mude and

WARARY
. ' Partners: Mark McCarmcll (left) and co-owner Rob Potter with one of their two baby
Opening a nightclub was a ]oxA B

The KLF.

“It's beon an interesting cxpe-
rience over the last so many
years, I've gone f{Om being a DJ

STary ri0T0 7Y GUY

to being on the radio to running
a couple premiere places. I'm
finally running my own place. If
there was ever a time to blos-
som, 1999 is my year™

no time to-cook, order soup

Ronda) Livonia (734) 261-3550;

31646 Northwestern, (just west -

of Middlebelt Road), Farmington

Hills (248) 856-4600; 4370 High-.

land Road (cast of Pontiac Lake

Rond), Waterford, (248} 683:,
3636; 3637 Maplo (15 Mile Road

at Lasher) Bloomfield, (248)

646-0300; 4264 N. Woodward,

Rayal Oak, (248) 549-8000. -

B Spiced sour saoup, New,
Peking Chinesc Restaurant,’

20105 Ford Rond, Garden City,

(734) 425-2230

W Zoup! Fresh Soup Company

~With-over:20. differcnt home-- -

made_soups té chaose from
overyday, moking.a decig{on is
difficult, 28177 Northwehtern
Highway, Southfiold, (888] 778-
SOUP or (248) 799-2800.‘

When you don't have tifne to
cook, what's your fnvonw place
for Dinner to Go?

Send, fax, or.c-mail r
mendations {or restauray

com-
ts to

Send items for consideration in
What's Cooking to Keely Wygo-
. nik. Entertainment Editor,
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, Inc., 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, MI 48150, fax (248) 591-
7279, or e-mail Iewyyonih@ oe.
homecomm.net, If you're plan-
ping a Chipesc New Year cele-
bmlmn be aure to let s know.

:-@ 8tone Creb DI - at

or Tuesday, Jan. 25-26, Menu
featurea conch chowder, Cham-
pagna & Lemon Granite, lnlnm-
orada Stone Crab Claws wills
raustard sauce or drawn butter,

Lyonnaise potatoes, asparagus,

and coconut cream tart with-

Macadamia nut crust. Cost $30
per person, includes coffee, other
beverages, tax or gratuity not
included. Cnll (248) 661-4466 for

-lhu Lark, 6430 Farmington
Rond, (north of Maple Road)
West Bloumﬁcld, 7 p.m. Monday

AKLANG UMVIRLTY'S PROTESLIONAL THIATAE COMPANY

reser ion.

B Mardi Gras Celebration —
1-4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 14 at

by Emily Mann
Haved o tbe best selling
book by Narb L and
A Mhizabeth Delany
swith dmy Meartl

January 6

through

January 31

“Their story Is our

story and it’s ail trie.
Having onr Say' is
a natfonal treasure.”

~ Jocl Steped”
WABC-TY

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE

e % e e

Made posaible with the support of I:;:‘::‘:r::‘l‘l Box Office

DAIMLERCHRYSLER (248) 377-3300

" . Ticketmager (248) 0156606
%mn&_ﬁmﬂ: llmls::: :\;k:uﬂunny llmxse

Schoolcraft Cnllegn in Livonia,
New Orleans cuisine, cash bar,
ontcrtmnment by SCool JAzz
auil SCoo!l JAzs PRims, dansing
to the sounds of Tom Saunders
and “Tho Dotroit All-Stara”
Band. Tickets $30 per person,
call (734) 4624417

B A Southwest Feast - .7
p.m. Wednesday, Jan, 27 at
Maorols (248) 642-1094 and
Thursday, Jan. 28 at No. VI
Chophouse & Lobster Bar, (248)

305-6210. Cost $34.95 pé
son, not including tax and
ity. Call for reservations. '

= Fick-A-Bone Rib nmulsc «
Saloon — 30326 Six Milo*Road,
Livenin, (734) 762-RIBS or (734)
762 2083. celebrates its are-year
anniversary on Jan. 28, Restau-
rant hours are 11 a.m. to'E0 p.m,
Tuesday-Thursday and S\mday,
11 a.m.  11:30 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, closad Sundny ke

por-
gratu-

. Fnday t?
N.Y. STEAK . -
& CRAB LEGS

STEAK HOUSE

27331 Five Mils Hd. M'omn of Inkster)

ELVIS ASH, i_A'w '
& ASSOCIATES
> IIUTHF_INTIC 50'S, 60'S d 70°S:.

537—5600
.

Satyrday

S1495 '

Make Reservatlons For Valentine's Day
GREAT DINNER SPECIALS!

wararas

ST

SKOTIN 16
QTION &
:z’s«’cwcm'w

wEQaLS
8611 Ronda'Dr. +

= f i Al ikt R-gnl PM
' v t’h
SPE-C‘RL Chuskia Inellin' Hul Dog, GMP!
3 . A ;
v\(’“‘“e w12 352“ r"tn:og ? yure RENTAL: §2

Choosa Naohos & Drink $2.50 nm-
Pizza & Drink $3.00

s Canton «.(734) 459 640l

feature in Dinner to Go ! to
Kecly Wygonik, Entertainment
Editor, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, Inc., 36251 School-
craft, Livonia, MI 48150, fax
(734) 591-7279 or ¢-mail kwygo-
nik@oo.homecomm.net

IScludé &s much information
as poasible - address/phone of
restaurant, what's your favorite
dish to go? nnd why is it your
favorite. .

Restaurants, if you offer some-
thing out of the ordinary to go,

Wa're Ym.n'

};m;m PLACE

Cali us now to

L’?. R specla! date!

« Rohearsa| Dinner « Shower
. x!usinosn Mnelln < Blrthday
* Gradua f Annl vqmary
iond Rai;

. wﬁallday
-:M -CANEAT
“PARTY, PAGKAOSS...‘,

_M———

=fon

ONIA
33605 Plymoum Road
134 261-155;)

DEARBORN
B?.21 48 %m%san&Axanu; )
(Botwoen jagr;

oum- Buddy's Locationst
+ Farmingion Hills « Bloomfiold
* Royal Oak ¢ Aubum Hils
* Datroil # Wamen » Pointe Plaza

— e o
'Swing, Big Band,
Jump Blues & Lounge
g 'l‘uomy: =~ Advanced Sw!ngdum‘.o ullom

- tell us about it. We'ro hungry for

some dinner suggestions, Send
menu, which highlights your
specialty soups, and any other
special items for consideration
in upcoming columns.

sSwimwear

slingerie

Fun & Fantasy

msuunenu \ k'

248.CA: ux.oonn

., Doors@7pm /1L

smng L

WY VI

@ 8pm

_Great people, music,

" ‘Friday & Saturday

Mo cover ( Excluding llvé performances )

martini‘s & dancing

Sat. 1-23-89 Imperia) Swing Orchestra
Sat. 1-31-09 Swing Syndicate

28949 Joy Rd. ( 2 bl

Wesatland (734) 51 3—8030

\ Td )




