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Daoily donations desired .
Tiako said low supply isn't the
. only worry. She emphasized that
peaplo muat donate blood oz a
dafly banis to ensure sufficient
levela of bluod platelats, which
caricer patieata rely on.

“Ono big problem is that
platelota ... only (have) a shelf
life of four to five days,” Riasko
said. !

At ono point in early Jnnuary,
the Red Crusa needed 60O units
of blood plateleta but only had 256

_instock, -

Platelet lovels drop during
chemotherapy, necessitating
blood transfusions, said Mary
Jane Happy of The Phoebe Foun-
datton, an nrea organization
named in the memory of a 3-
year-old girl who died from
leukemin in 19986,

According to Risko, 10 people
must donate pints to moke

. enough platelets for ono blood
transfusion. Platclets are the
smallest components of tho life-
sustaining liquid. They are dizk-
like structures that help stop
bleeding.

When somceone donates blood,
it is soparated into threo parta:
platelets, red blood cells and
plasma. Red blood cells can last
for 42 dnys, and plasma also has
an extended sholf life,

The Phocbe Foundation,
Boverly Hills-based nonprofit
organization, last month teamed
up with the Red Cross for an
annual bone marrow and blood

B BLOGD DRIVE

drive. Happy said it also trics to

help familien of children who arc |

soricusly ill. .

* “Theso families acutely know °
what it's like” to faco blood bank

shortages at times their childron
need it moat, Hoppy said,

She said mare than 4,000 chil-
dren in southeastern Michigan
uso various ticed products each
month for treatment of illness or
injury. s .

Once every 56 doys

“It's important that people

take edvantage of opportunities

to donate,” said Happy, about:

Monday’s Red Croas blood drive

in Farmington Hills. “People can

donata bleod every 56 days. It

ahould become part of their ritu-

al ... And kida everywhere use
lood” -

The Red Cross alno is trying to )

urgo people to get into the habit
of donating, even when there is
no personal urgency to do so.

Risko explained that it takes
an hour to donate a pint of blood,
“and in that hour, you'll help
save three lives. So it's o good
tradeoff.”™

But people usually don't get
involved unless there’s a person-
al connection, said Risko, esti-
mating that only 5 percent of eli-
gible adults age 17 and over
donate blood.

& ‘Peopla can donate
blood every 88 days. It
should becomo pait of .~

thelr rtual ... And kids [

everywhere use blood.’ "
Mary Jane Happy.

“That's not enough,” Risko con-
tinued, “... You never know when
you ar somcbody you know is in !
a car aceident” and in dire need '
of emergency blood. .

Ono person who needed.such,

help was Farmington High‘_“

8chool student Melisan Garr,

eritically injured in a freakish [

poolside aceident in July 1987,
Melissa, now recovering nicely,

‘again is lending support to the

Red Cross blood drive Monday at
Farmington Hills Fire Head»
quarters. She also apends time
at school on behalf of the Red
Cross’ plight ~ promoting aware-
ness of the problem and implor-
ing clasamates to donate blood,

The teen, now 17, was injured
when 8 heavy tree branch fell
and struck her on the head,
putting her in a coma.

For information about the Jan.
25 blood drive in Farmington
Hills, coll (248) 426-4400 or
(248) 477-7368. The fire head-
quarters i located next to the
police station on the southwest
corner of Orchard Lake-11 Mile.
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Leflet and Emil Mardenl

viero arvested in Troy, when

- rthey tried to sell a kila of

cocaine to undercover police

in December, 1991. Thoy

-subsequently Jimplicated

. Braas, who was subsoquently

_ - convicted of conspiring to

. deliver a controlled sub-

stanco and aentonced to live
-"in prison,

" - 'While in prison in 1893,

Brasa suffered a sovere heart

- ‘attnck that doctors said left

hev in need of a heert trans-

plant. Sha is currently on the

organ tran~plant waiting list

at the Univernity of Michigan - b
Mgdiuul Centor, i
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nrdc:e'éw;n?leyfiﬁg:zfézﬁ Frlends: Robin Fraser of Farmington Hills stays

close to Mindy Brass who fuces drug conspiracy

lund Circuit judge said ¥ 5 Ug ¢
charges in Oakland County Circuit Court.

defense nitornoye should
have had nccess to informn-
tion that would enoble them
to challenge the credibility of .
* Laeflet. That trial started Jan.
" 4, but was disrupted for three

days last week when Brass  tal. O
collapsed in the courtroom The trial could go to the
and was rushed to the hospi-  jury later this week.

Libertarians to meet today

Ouokland County Libertarians ' Rond, Senthfield, chairman John
will meet from 6-10 p.m. . Robertson has Announced.
Wednesday, Jan. 27, in the Ens Officers will be elected for
side Mario's, 29267 Southfield 1999. Candid are invited to -

attend and let fellow Libertari-
ans know in advance by calling
accretary Lorna Tate at (248)
688-6100.
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