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General Theus
builds morale by
promoting the arts

or Lucius Theus, the battle lines
have been redrawn.

Twenty yonra after rotirement as
an Air Force general, Theus main-
tains the firm countenance and extra-
ordinary focus that allowed him to
rise to the military’s highest ranks.

A fow weeka ago, Theus traveled to
the Whito House where ho attended a
ceremony honoring his one-time col-
league, four-star general Benjamin O.
Davis Jr., former leader of the leg-
endary Tuskegee Airmen.

Duty called. Theus responded. It's a
habit he ean't break,

From a kid who grew up in a poor
Chicago suburb during the depths of
tho Depression to his place in the ini-
tial wavo of Afriean Americans who
integrated the armed services in the
early 19504, Theus has never backed
down fram a challenge.

But he doesn't get too sentimental.
The otill waters behind Theus’ eyes
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Sense of duty; Lucius Theus is

Southfieid’s diplomui of ihe

arts.

refloct an unshakable will and a

righteous certainty.

- Shortly after settling in Soathficld

in the late 19708 as @ top .inancial

exscutive for Bendix Corp  he turned

his attention to improving tho morale

of the troops — ah, employees.

' His laser beam attontion focused on
- the arta.

Taking cnarge
Visual art-exhibita wore presented
in tho Bendix lobby. .
“] felt that o business has a respon-
sibility to its employecs. Having art in
the work environ-

Held hostaga: Richard Kozlow painted this blindfolded man (above), arn:s grasping in terror,

AR

as part of his “Victims” series. The smokestack in the background and corpses in the foreground
of this haunting painting (below) ere a reminder of the Nazi's solution for the existence of Jews.

HOLOCAUST
SURVIVORS

- BREAK SILENCE IN BLACK ANDAWHiTE

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

ﬂ%in@vc.gwmcmm.nui

he atmosphero in' the Aifred ’
Berkowitz Gallery at the Univer-
-sity of Michigan-Dearborn is-
intenac. Surrounded by the stark
black and white paintings from
Richord Kozlow’s “Victims” serics,
Sidney Botkosky talks about the 176
Holocauat survivors he's' interviewed
in the Jast 18 yoars.

Grim figures crying out from the
dork, smokestacks spewing human
remains, Kozlow's paintings scem to
compound the sufferinga the Univer-
sity of Michi Dearborn £

survivors onco
lived, He men-
tions the name
of. & stzaet.In.,
Kria'k'o'w,”
velansing.the
‘memories that
freely flow in
waves of emo-

very

ninful,
wrenching for
them,” 8aid
Bolkosky. “It's not cathartic or thera-
peutic. For nights belore and after
tql&(ing to me the survivors have

Richard Kozlow

talka about,

Be prepared to spend some time
here after touching the screen of the
interactive computer station bearing
witness to the ntrocitics. A simple
question from Bolkosky is all the sur-
vivora need to pour out their stories

. about lifo in Nnzi concentration
camps during World War II. For
years, aurvivors kept their silence.
Bolkosky breaks through that by
studying a mep of the aren whero

One survivor, - who entered
Auschwitz at age 14, could find no
words for the hard wood slata they
slept on. Bunks could be miscon-
strued as those found at summer
camps. Beds would not do either.
Thers was nothing saft at Auschwitz,
Words were, not what they seemed.
Gas chambers moaqueraded aa bath
houses. .

“One of the rensons survivors didn't
talk for so long is becauso no ohe

“Diversity: Victims & Survivors™
WHAT: Peintings from Richard Kosow's

“victima® sarles, and sslectad Intarviews from .

the Unlversity of Michigen Dearborn's Holo-
cpust Suryivor Ocaf Historles, on orchival cot-
lgction ossembled by history profassor. Sidnoy
BQolkosky. :
‘WHEN: Through Sunday, Feb. 14. For
hours, call {313) 593-5400.

WHERE: Altred Berkowitz Gallery, third

SWHAT © Fanclut Foundation for the
Arts prosents *Swingtime "99,%.0 gola
benefit of fing ort, food and music fof
seven area nonprofits .
WHEN: 7:30 p.m, Soturday, Jan. 30
WHERE: Tho Fisher Building 1obby,
Sucord Strect ond Grand Bivit,, Detrolt
TICKETS: 550 In advanco; $60 ot
tho door; (248) 5844150 .. . |

Fanclub _
applauds local
arts groups

BY FRANK PROVENZANG - °
STAFF WRITER B
fprovenxanodoe homecomm.net

In case anyone missed it during
last week's Stato of the Union mes-
sage, there wasn't any proposed
increase in federal money for the
arts, . B

‘Then again, who's waiting? .

Art advocacy groups like the
Funclub Foundation of Southfield
long ago took it upon themaelves to
use entreprencurial ingenuity to
raige funds for local arta groupa.

This Saturday, the Fanclub will
hold its annual gala benefit —
“Swingtime '99" — with procecds
going to arts sducation programs
provided by six lacal nonprofits
groups. -

Chores: Clinton Snider's =7
paintings.are among the
featured fine art worksin .
the Fanclub Foundation’s - .

- “sprawling party for art's

sake at the Fisher Building. *

s
Most of Fanclub's nearly 400
t are from Oakland Coun-

floor of the University of Michig:

Maudigion Library, 4901 Evergreen Rood,
Deorborn, .
RELATED ACTIVITY: Kozlow will dis-
cuss his paintings, Bolkosky tho Holocoust
survivor oral historias in the gallery 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 21. A reception follows. The
public {3 invited to attend the free program.

would understand what they &ay,”
said Bolkosky. “That’s part of the
Pmblem, theroe is no language'to tell

"'Fo:- nearly 20 years, Bolkosky's life

survivors. Everywhere he goes, they
come up to him to talk.’An hour or
more later he's still listening to how
thoy were forced to Jabor under star-
vation conditions. Kozlow'a paintgs
show the victims' emacinted bodies.
An angel of death is nothing more
than a akeleton with wings. Vicious
dogs sound the alarm for anyonc
attempting to esca) .

*What you learn is how random
everything waa. I don't think that you
can renlly understand what the Holo-
caust was about, You have to hear the
survivors. They're still trying to fig-
urc out why it happened to them.” .

Bolkosky first uses audio tape to
record interviews of survivora like
Agi Rubin, who as a girl was sent to
Auschwitz where her mother and
brother were killed, Later; he video
tapes n conclso version. For Bolkosky,
listening to the survivors’ stories has
become an obsession,

“It gets overwhelming sometimes,”

Plcasc scc HOLOCAUST, C4

hoan ponsumad with lstnning to .

or ion that
repreaents more than 80 arts groups
in the region. !

For nearly-20 years, the federation
was intent on developing nn arta cen-
ter. Tho walt cnded when the South-
field Centre for the Arts opened in
Juno 1997,

Art as o means
Appropriately, the contre calls itself

Plenso sae CONVERSATIONS, C2

WHAT: Fon ment is neccasary -
club Foundation | to round out one's
for the Arts pro- | life.”
senta *Swing Duty  called,
timo '89," 0 Thous reaponded,
gota beneiit of You sce tho pat-,
fine ort, food temn.
and music for "
SOVCR reB NoN- This wpeknnd,
ofits Theus will be on
wMEN: 7:30 | hand at the fine
p.m. Satordsy, art auction to ben.
. d Southfield
Jan. 30 cfit the
AWHERE: Federation for the
The Fishar . He gerves as
Bullding lobby, presidont of the
Second Street federation’s cxecu.
ond Grand tive board.
Btvd,, Dotroit In the early
TICKATS: . 1980s, Theus
$50 in sdvance; helped to establish
$e0atthedooe: §  tho federation, o
(248) 5844150 | mylticultural

WHAY: “Wndo In
the Woter: African

BTAFF WRITER

a":;c.?ﬁzi’:f. *Every man prays in hila own
. language, and there's no lan-
ml':;;:;";‘:-" guoge that God does not
. : understand.”
WHERNE: Chordes

H. Wright Musaum of
African Amotican His
tory, 315 £, Warren*
Avenuo, Detsolt

8:30 a.m,
ta 5 p.m. Tuasday-Sun-
doy. Call (313) 494 °
5800 for information.

Yodi

But there was an

[
-

fprovenzano@oe.homecomm.net

- Duke Ellington
Popular Ameriean music
emerged carly this cenlury,
carving n tradition of catchy
clever lyrics and
common man's wiadom.

different musical world
boyond Irving Berlin, Cole

Songs from a sacred place

BY FRANK PROVENZANO

ican standards.

and African cultural roots,
who were more concerned
with spiritual survival thal
record snles.

‘Todny, the songs sung in

churches and Civil Rights

entirely marchea have left an indel

Y

s

Porter and mainstrenm Amer-
A world of resonating songs

euug by Americans, segregat-
ed becauso of their skin color

catton ficlds, while riding the
Underground Railrond, black

Plonso soc 60NGS, C2

ible
many musical genres.

®

STATY Pt0TOS BY o4 -tmn
Royal sounds: Duke El/ing-
ton’s constellation of sounds
incorporates and transcends

ty. The foundation was eatablished
in_the late 1980s by John Bloom of
Southfield. &

A decadce ago, when public futd-
ing to the arts was reduced dragtis
caily. Blaom sot out to help arts
groups become more self-sufficicnt
while finding alternative funding
for fledgling and established
artists,

In structure and volunteer spirit,
Fanclub nppears much like the pro-

" totypical 21st-century private-sec:

tar advasany mroun raising
ter advezasy group, ¥

ng o
ness and funds for their cause.

“I think there's a trend toward
participation,” said Paul Silverman
of West Bloomficld, n vice president
of Fanclub.

“We're like a small-scale United
Way for arts groups.” .

Of course, citizen participation is
crucial to building support for the
local art scene. But coming up with
the actual money to fund arts
groups is the explicit goal.

Fanclub provides average grants
of about $5,000, according to David
Grossman, a second vice president
of Fanclub, .

This year’s grant recipients
include the Birmingham Bloom-
field Art Center, Hilberry Theatre,
Michigan Opera Theatre, Michigon
Performing Arts, Ine., Orchard
Children’s Services, Walled Lake
Central High School and Young
Audicnees of Michigan.

Basically, the money is raised
jointly with Fanclub organizing the
party glitz of food from local
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Overcoming: “Wade In the
Water” documents the cvolu- |
tion of spirituals, gospel
music, quartet singing, :
rhythm and blucs, and jazz.
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