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Glving: Residents and city
employees line up to give
blood at the Farmington
Hills Fire Department
Monday./A7

Bondlng: The Farmington
Public Schools will sell
bonds early./A9

Squator: Gouv. John Engler
and his buddies should
take note of the plight of a
Farmington Hills man
who was found living in a
dilapidated and unkempt
house./A12 .

Let It snow: Dave Litogot,

local historian, traces the
area’s blizzards./Bl
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Residents
continue to
scrutinize
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Whether viowed as vigilance or nitpick-

‘ing, Power Rond reaidents continue to scru-

tinize an impending development like a
tamp collector using a microscope.

Many returncd to the Farmington Hills

City Council for preliminary plat approval
of the controverainl Onkwood Knollwood
Subdivision.

The planned 23-lot subdivision north of

11 Mile on tho west side of Power Road pit-
u!d existing residenta against the developer
and city, which was oventually settled out

of;

W]

icourt.
Dn Monday, council members considered
hat otherwise would have been a routine

mujtter. Said City Attorney John Donohuc:
“As with everything elac associated with
this property, it's a Jittle more complicat-
ed”

POWER RO

The council agreed to allow one lot to be

20 fect less in width. The reduction from
126 to 105 feet increnses the aize of a
neighboring storm water basin and allows
the develaper to still build a home on the

lot.

’I"hraugh his engineer, the developor

agreed with the change,

“] think that would calm overybody's

nerves a little bit more,” said John Hen-
nessoy, the developet’s engineer. *We want
to be good neighbors.”

North Pawer Rond residents wanted

anewers to drainage and other quesﬁugs.
i o

Some, wondor

if o storm-basin-to-handl

_ o 100-yearfain is enough, eapecinlly with
- recent {1 P along Middlebel
Rond.

“We mny not want to cram a home right
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Too many times, parents think. they
offectively communicate with their
children about the ‘nerila of beer,

] A 1998 survey of parents and students in
" grades five-nine shows that while parents
| think they arve geiting through to their kids

eer and other substances,

that may not be the cage.

But they usuglly fail to connect with
their intended audionce, according to
just-relensed findings of a spring 1998
survey of Farmingten Public Schools
porents and students in grades five-
xrl‘inc. Tho survey was conducted by Co-

and other

tion Health, a coojperative part-

nership between Farmington Public
Schools and the Botsford Heulth Care
Continuum.

Findings also were to havz been dis-

. cussed during lest night's sccond annu-

al Call to Action community coalition-
building summit.

“We need to figare out what's an
offective messnge,” Margo Gerchow,
adminiatrator of hospital and commu.
nity relations for Boteford General
Hospital, said during o press confer-

ence Tuesday nbout the fi “If it

Putting you In touch
with your world

Ploase goe related story,

is, "Your breath will stink, and girls
won’t want to kisy you (frum cigaretto
smoking),’ than we're going to go with
that. Because then, it's n deterrent.”

. Telling 12-ycar-olds they could even-
tually contract lung cancer or heact
disease from the cigaretto habit ia
meaningless, Gorchow added.

Menanwhile, gotting parents, mer- -

chants and the general public to
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n-*important® annoy
bellows over. the Harrison
High public nddress system: © -
Friday is tho last day to buy tickets.
to the Junior Formal Dance. A'few. -
feet awpiin o room separated by a
glnss partition, a male studont
. scang swimyuit models on.the

Internet. S e
Vilson Sinistaj

. Merita Gjetaj and
don’t notlce efthor. .- :
While Gjotaj and Sinigtaj talk
about fears ethnic: Albaninns have
ahout being:murdered apd being
forced to flew. Kosova, thw sveryday.
‘sotting of High achosl life!ia some-, 2
.what surresl. (Though’ apeliéd
“Kosovo,” othnic' Albanidns. profe
1 “Hern thay. Think abent Bav
fitn,” snid Gjetaj, 17, who has buen
in'tho U.8, for 1% years, “It's not
their fault because other people are” '

ying.

“But when I see them, I think
about tho other students back
hone and I etart to ery.”

Students Gjetaj's age are slecp-
ing in their clothes without run-
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students
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‘Andved: Merita Gjetaj's mother and father work as'a dishwash-
er and cook respectively at the same restaurant. In Kosova, her
mother was a nurse and her father a social worker. ™

i : - 2 el
Searching: Vilson Sinistaj scarc
to get tes on his h land

hes the Internet

Arrived: Sinistaj and Gjetaj are among
the newest yriembers of the Farmington
area’s Albanian residents.
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Punxsutawney Phil may step out of

__his den to sec-if he sees his shadow in

Pennsylvania Feb, 2 - officially
Groundhog Day — hut the chances of
Farmington Fred doing the samoe are
almost nil.

“Woodchucks are groundhogs,” snid
Farmington Hilla naturaliat Jog Derek.
“They don't standsup to seo anything.
Thoy are one of our true hibernators.
They go into hibernation because of the
cold weather and food supplics.”

In other words, chances are no one in
Farmington or Farmington Hills will
eeo a groundhog Feb. 2 or anytime soon
after unless the thermometer hita highe

Don’t expect too much from sno

cr temperatures.

“I don't know how Groundhog Day,

ever started, They just don’t come out
until late spring. Maybe they borrow
ono from a zoo or find a den and take
ono out,” Derck said. “If we had a very
warm anap, thoy might come out and
look around.”

The origina of Groundhog Day date -

back to tho 1700s. On Candlemns Day
— originating from ecarly European
Christinns — clergy blessed and dis-
tributed candles among the people.
Also on that day, if a hedgchog cast a

. uropeamr-hedge-
. Y] hog.

The Indians that
Europenns encoun-
tered in Americn
believed the
groundhog to be a
wise animal, and if
the sun was shining
on Feh. 2 {Candle-
mas Day) the
groundhog would
sco his shadow, and
there would be six

ahadow it was belioved that there
would be six more weeks of winter,
When sottlera arrived in the NLcw
: 4

more wecks of win-
ter.
Punxsutawnoy and tho officinl
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judge — |

47th asks
for third

again
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Farmington 47th District Court offi-
cints have made their plea: They need o
third judge. .

District Court Judge Marla Parker
ond 47th District Court Administrator
David Walsh made an impuasioned
argument to state legislators Rep.
Andrew Raczkowski and Sen. Willig
Bullard during an informal meeting
Monday. They talked during a study
session meeting with Farmington Hills
City Council members. . T

With jurisdictional changes in civil
and;7 " inal cases, the 47th District
Court workload continues to swoll,
accordlng to court officials. -,

After Jan. 1, the threshold for misde-
meanors involving praperty crimes
increased fram $100 to $1,000. Instéad
of being felonies, which are transforred
to the circuit court level, those cases
will be decided in district courts.

‘That means anywhere from 200 to
400 cases, which would have been clas-
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Parents
have one
last chance

BY TiM SMITH
STAFP WRITER
tsmith@oc.homecomm.net

Farmington Harrison High School
parents have one mcce chance to ask
questions and get answers about block
scheduling before a proposal is voted
on by the board of education.

The noxt, and likely last, parent

- information meeting about the subject

is sot for 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9, nt
the Harrison auditorium. Previous
Q&A sessions took place last June and
October,

T S —— RS S————
7 BLOCK SCHEDULE

“We still have some details w wark
out,” gaid Mary Brown, Harrison assis-
tant principal, urging parents to come
ocut for the meeting.

One subject likely to be brought up
agnin is whether students receive as
much clags time under block schedul-
ing as they do currently.
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ozin’ groundhogs

P

picnic, 7\—‘x_n‘un _Qnmcd Clymer H. l:‘fcns,

¥ alk Y
rémcmbc:cd that according to legend
the groundhog was an expert weather
indicator. He then claimed for the
Punxsutawncy groundhog all weather
rights, He made n home for the crea-
ture on Gobbler's Knob, which is now
world-famous. Later, W.O. Smith,
U.S. congressman, made Punx-
sutawney a weather eapital of the
world,

Back in the Farmington area, you
are certain to sce plenty of groundhogs
- but not until apring. .

“We have lota of them. Wo have even
joked that they should be our city ani-
mal,” Dorck said. -

of 1887 during a gr hunt and
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