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: POINTS OF VIEW

%Refbrm: Get 2

in?g for something so hard that you actually get
it
. The current flurry of talk by our leaders about how
» samothing has to be done about the schoola might
turn out to be a case in point. )
‘President Clinton got a big hand last weck when
ho used much of the State of the Union apecch to pro-
pqse various ways to improve pupil performance in
- the public schools.
' And Gov. John Engler’s State of the State Speech,
 scheduled for 7p.m. T day, is aimed directly at
foiling school districts liko Detroit, MicHigan's largest
district, with 180,000 students. Tho governor wants
legislation passed to emps ver mayors to toss out
“elected school boards and replace them with appoint-
cd hodies with power to hire exceutives, shut down

Rem'cmbcr the old adage about the rigks of wish-

stafl. = -

:Engler cited tho success achieved by Chicago
achools, once dubbed the worst in the nation, where
Mayor Richard Daley was given similar power four

peraistently bad schools, set curriculum nnd fire some

clear idea first

who aro part

whether

track,
What ia not clenr.to ma, at least, is just how merely

p the present system is to figuro out
it’s better to be on tha train than on the

Predictably, Detroit board membera do not appear
enthused at the prospect of going gently into that
dark night. Member-Alonzo Bates, for exampls,
accused Engler of hiding behind Archer in trying to

take nway the Detroit school system from black peo- -

ple, questioning whether “a person from Beal City” .
(Engler’s hometawn) “knows about Detroit echools.”
‘I suspect that kind of carping is likely to have had
ita doy. Most folka ~ including many parents of kids
* _in failing schools — are fed up with all the finger-
pointing and foot-dragging. With everybedy on board
from the president to the governor to the mayor, the
train is leaving the station. And the issue for many
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yﬁ‘,‘“:‘ ago. The results —Jimpmv.cd test scores :md the act of a school takeover will in itself necessarily
gt rates and a dra p in 8 of | jmprove thingo in poor schools.
' failing” schools — were hailed At the end of the day, good schools require a limit-
M Even Detrolt by U. S. Education S v L fne gt !
y ¥ ¢ B Secn of ial things:
Mayor Dennis  Richard Riley as o *national B Good teachers with the ability to manage their
Archer last model” for school imp T 1 If a tak doesn't find o way to get rid
month scolded Even Detroit Mayor Dennis | of poor teachers and increase the authority of good
thie 11-mem- Archer last month scolded the - | tonchers, it likely won't make much difference.
11-member elected Dotroit W Good principals with the power to run their
bor elected Board of Education, calling for i1dings. A tal has to be str 150 s to
Detrolt Board P“’ board to improve thingsor | allow poor principals to bo moved out and to give good
of Education, ‘get out of the way, principals the authgrity to manage their buildings,
calling for the For years, Archerhosbeen | which involves tho gbility to fire underperforming
board to working behind the scenea to staff. - )
improve . [%toget tho Detrait achool  High standards, Any takeover worth its salt
ﬂllpr wot - board to quit paying attention | must empower a school district to end social promo-
ngs or ‘go to the perks of office (per-meet- | tion of failing studr'*hts from grade to grade and to
out of the ing fees, drivers and redecorat- | make poor teachers a ble for poor perft
. way.' ing schemes have been high by their students. . - .
0 board pr ““_d micro- M Good measurement, If a takeover doesn’t require
. managing the district by pro- every pupil to undérgo assessment of academic per-
: tecting friends and rolations on | formance, all the high standards in the world will be
H the payroll. Archer ally Bill window dressing.
: Beckham, president of Now ® Parental involvement. All the experts arc in
: Detroit, lso has been quietly agreement: Without involved parents, kids are very
putting pressure on the board | unlikely to excel in school. Merely taking over a
o -and is reported to be willing o | gchaal system doesn't by itself get parents involved.
; 1; buy into a Chicago-style reform School takeovers as a reform mechanism may turn
plan.

out to bo a good idea. Tho evidence from Chicago

seems impressive.
But I'm always

such wide'accep

'a_u'z{pidous of some idea that gets

laoks like the silver bullet du jour. Befora we start ...

rushing off to pasé legislation to promate school

takeovers, wo'd better be sure that we have a clear
idea of just how they are going to work in practice.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Communica-
tions Network Inc,, the company that owns this news-
paper, He welcomes your comments, either by voice
mail at (734) 953-2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mait at
ppower@oconline.com

OUR HOME EQUITY PROGRAM is taking the burden out of monthly bills. With a home equity loan, you
can shrink your high-rate bills into one low monthly payment. Or choose a home cquity credit line
and get some moncy now, then more later. Either way, there are no closing costs. The interest may be

tax deductible. And all the extra money in your pocket will be a pleasure to carry around. Visit any

banking office today or call toll-free 1-877-480-2345.
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A covrding!to a pecent survoy by
: the Centor for Policy Rusearch,
“ig “widesproad” in America tods;
*ap cetimated 1:9 rillion women and’
32 million men being nagaulted as

. dlly, With some victims suffo

tiplé attacks; the total numbey’
assnults riscs astronomicall

5.9
When incidents of steliking are added
“to the number of rapes and physical
ussaults, the'grond totel reaches a

. peryrar. We havo become a vidleot -
societyl ‘ £ e

Iy male, and while their attacks on
other men are more frequent, attacks
on womea result in mare injury. Vio-
Jenee against edult woinen is primari
ly partner vinlence; 76 percent of it
comuitted by current or former hus-
bands, live-in boyfriends, dstes, ar by

Slapping and hitting are the most
common form of nttack, followed by

.. object,
Partner, or domestic, violence is

"W physical assault, incliiding rape, ¢
y, with-

million for womeén, 7.8 million for mes.",

staggering 21.2 million acts of violence :

Perpetrators of violerco aro éeuémi- ‘

men with whom the victim haa a child.

grabbing, shoving, and hitting with an

‘Shelters play pivotal role.

ST

.and'without interven i

-in beth intensity ind frequency, Itis
-estimated that 25 percent of all homds-
- cides in ths United States are conimit-
ted by family members, and halfof

| thesa are husband-wife killings (statis-
tic courtesy of Wayne County Prosecu-
tar’s Office.) Professionals wha work **
with abuse victims identify three' !
stages in the abuso cycle: tension’ ~/*
building, the outburst of violence, and
the Joving reconciliation that beodmés
a reward for enduring the abuse, The
more often the cyclo is repeated, the
more it becomes a pattern of behavior.
Couples bond during reconciliztion; *
und the longer they remain together;’

- caused by one person's deter
to control the otYer person and tha

- relationship. Triggering factors may
be abuse-prone attitudes vesulting
from childhood experiences with
abuse; emotional stress due to unem-
ployment, financial problems, family
illness or pregunancy; and drug use.

- by the increasing independence of
wornen is an added factor.
;. 'There is no typical domestic vio-
Ience victim, except that victims are
. upually female, nor is there a typical

in all shapes and sizes: rich, poor,
young, ald, educated or ignorant.

reaponsibility for their actions, blum-

.. gelf for avery assault.

common law. Wives wore chattel,
“Properfy of the husband, subject to
chastisement or punishment at his

Today, a more enlightened attitude

. and the worth of the individual that
can be attributed in large measure to

. "Change in family roles brought about

- abuser. Both victims and abusers come
Abusers frequently have low opinions
of themselves and may refuse to accept
ing alcohol or drugs or the victim her-

Damestic violence was ance consid-

;... ered n private mattér of no concern to;
the community, sanctioned, in fact, by °

will, and, allegedly, for their own good.

prevails, and emphasis upon equality

the less likely they are to seck helpin.
developing constructive hods for -
dealing with stress. o

Women remain in obusive relation-
ghips for several reasona, among them:
embarrassment, shame, Jow self-
esteem, financial dependence, and cul-
tural or religious beliefs and practices.
Mostly they stay beenuse they fear the
consequences of leaving the partner.
Many of those who do lenve are beaten
after their departure. 0 ¢ 7

Womcen's shelters play a pivatal role
in aiding the domestic violence victim,
as the timing of intervention is eritical
if it is to succeed. Whereas police and
prosecutars cannot intervene until vie-
lence or the threat of violence has
occurred, sheltery can afford a refuge
in advanco of a beating. During the
tension-building phase of the cycle,
when a woman’s anxiety is high, she
may eeek counseling and other assis-
tance in building o new ané bettér life
for Herself, Women seidom escape vio-

effective intervention by socinl agen-
needed to break the cycle of abuse that

Virginia Nicoll is president of the
Farmington Chapter of OWL and edi-
tor of the OWL Michigan Newsletter.
She lives in Farmington Hills with her
husband, Ron, a golf instructor.
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cies'8nd the criminal justice system is sy

maims and sometimes kills its victiss, ©
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