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Harlem Globetrotters aim to please theifr many fans

Harlem Globetrotters World
Tour stops at the Palace of
Auhurn Hilly, 1 pon. Saturday,
Jan. 30. Call (248) 645-6606 to

charge tickets, or (248) 377-0100

g{ information.
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Lwygonili¥oohomecommnet

Half showmanship, half good

[
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bosketball, Hubert “Geeso® Aus-
bin knows all the Harlem Glabe-
trotter moves. He spent 24 years
playing on the team, coming to

tho Palaco of Auburn. Hillg this’

Saturday, beforo becoming a
coach. Ho was recently promoted
to & new position — Vice Prosi-
dent of Global Ambassadors.
“Mosat of our shows conter
around kids,” he said. “Over half

%@g from page E1

of the kids come with their par-
ents and grandparents. Qur fans
aro 3 years old up to 80.*

An outstanding athlete, Ausble
joined the team In 1261 aftor
competing againet more than
500 players from around the

_country. He even turned down a

pro baseball contract with tho

Chicago,Cuba to pursuc a career -

with the Harlom Glabetrotters.

Ausbio rolighes tho role he
choge. “It's like homa now,” he
enid; *It’s somcthing I love. I
want to make kids happy”

Entortaining goes hand.in-
hand with education. “We tell
young kids to stay in school, stay

- away from drugs and alcohol. We

go to achools when we'ro on tour,
and toll kids they can survive
and have fun without drugs, We

“Thore'a variety. I ain’t got no
straight blues all the way
through. I throw in a bit of some
of the other things — jazz, blues.
1 xeally like jazz, but I can’t leave
the-blues. I'm the queen of tho
blucs in Detroit, Michigan.”

. Adame was born Roborta
Louise Osborne in the carly
19202 in Indianapolis. Six
menths after Adams’ birth, her
xll'cphulic_xqpt}gor put her on 2

g that
clge could provide a better life
forkicr baby.

“.was an orphan. [ never scen
mjy father. Ho could be in here
now and 1 wouldn't know, Some-
body called my auntio in Boston
and she picked me up and
brought mo to Detroit when 1
was 3 years old. I lived with her
\until I'was 10 then I left her and
I went to live with another nun-
tio,” Adama explained.

; “She had nina children. I got
nothin’ but the crumbs from the
brend, the juice from the greens,
no dessert, I went to school with
o steckings on, I had a hard life.
I raised me myaelf. Sometimes 1
couldn’t get a glass of water.
Sotwctimes I hnd to lay in door-
ways. This is why I'm singing the

blues. I'm nothing but the blues.” .

Adams first married when she
was 17, but the relationship
turned ugly after she gave birth
to o child.

*I was 17 and ho was 29 or 30

He winda up hurting me and 1
lnid on my stomnch in the hoapi-
tal for about four months flat.”

Her 17th year echoed the life
of Ella Fitzgerald, who grew up a
dancer in Harlem.

I used to tap dance. I wasina
club dancing and the little girl
that sang the blues had taken
sick. The manager said, 'I don't
know what to do about o singer
tonight.’ I snid lot me sing. He
said, ‘Why don’t you just keep on
singing.™

Finally, telling him sho know
two songs, Adams persunded him
to give her a chance.

“Stay in your spot for the tap
dancing and you can go and do
them two tunes” he toid her.

*[ did them two tunes, and I
stayed there five days. I've been
singing the blues over since.”

Other forays into music
weren't go ful. Adams

money for her efforts,

“My manager (and drummer)
R.J. Spangler loaked irito it and
finally found MCA had my
recorda, Mr. Chess passed and
then his son passed. MCA's got
all the Chess Records, Eventual-
1y I'll bo gotting somo of them
toyalties, some of that money.”

Adams has performed with
“tho best, Her favorite aspect of
show business is the peoplo that
she has been able to mcet —

Dinch Washington, Sarah
Vaughan, Della Reese, B.B. King
and Duke Ellington.

“Boy, I can name them, I've
been around. Fve been with the
best.” L

Adama calls “Born with the
Blucs” her “miracle.”

*T've got my own style. Nobody
can copy my style. I got show-
manship. You got.to have show-
to atay in show busi-

tried to become a churus girl but
was rejected because of her age.
She even licd a few times to get
her foot in the door.

*1 had this littlo costume on
and I was singing, ‘A tisket a tas-
ket, I lost my yellow basket.” Ho
{tho manager) said, ‘Get hor off
that stege. She was too young' I
was determined to be in shiow
business and here [ am.” .

Her talent led her to redording
sessiona with Cheas Records,
which released 45 rpm singles of
her music. She rocoived no

ness, You can find singers a dime
a dozen. But you have to have
something to go with it. You got
to get out there and get to the
people,” Adnms said.

That she doos. Adams uses
Johnny Bassett and tho Blucs
Insurgents or the Blue Suit
Blues Band as her backing musi-
ciaus, and is oceagionally joined
by her drummer/soa Rick Gould.
(Her other son and daughter nre
doctors.)

Wherever Adams goes, she
brings the crowd to their feet.

*I play the Fox and Hounda, I
went in there Inst year and the
owner came up to me and anid,
“You are the first Indy to como in
here and lift up theae peoplo.’
See, I took off my shoes. I said,
‘I'm gonna got down with yall.
When I was done I said, ‘Where's
my shoes? The guy in the back
said my shoes wero out there,”
Adams explained, :

“They wore putting money in
my shoe. Everywhero 1 go, thoy
want me back. I got showman-
ship. See, you got to got through
to the people. They come out to
gee you and thoy want to be a
part of me.”

Duane Brady, the general
manager of the Fox and Hounds
restaurant in Bloomfield Hills,

agreed. .

“She’s a diva. She really is.
She's one of tho old class acts.
Sho's a very aweet lady”

Although Adams s content
with life, the blues is still a part
of her.

“Your whole lifo ain't nothin'
but the blues. You just don’t
know it. All this enow right here,
that's blues to us. You couldn't
got around, you can’t get out, you
couldn’t eat, that's tho blues.”

“I walked out one morning to

. go to the slore and I got two flat

tires, That's tho blues. Every day
from morning ‘til the sun goes
down, there’s blues in your-life.
The blues will never die.”  +

are rolo models and try to bo the
best we can. Wo're using the tal-
ent God hns given us”

Paul *Showtime” Gaffuey is
the current reigning Clown
Prince of Basketball. Ho and his
toam will face the New York
Nationals when the 1999 *Mem-
ories, Alwoys Difforent. Always

.Fun" World Tour visits the

Palaco.

“Phe Harlem Globetrotters
have always been about million.
dollar smiles,” said Gaffney. “You
know there is nothing quite ns
thrilling and yownrding as the
smile of a child who's’ enjoying a
Harlem Globetrotter gamo.
Woe've been making memories for
more than seven decades, That's
what makes the Globetrotters
experience 80 special”

Caveman o pou.o:

better peripheral vision; becauso
thoy're gatherers thoy noed to
scan the landscape to seo where
the ripe fruit it is.”

‘Women who talk and drive at
the same time scaro men. “We
want to watch the road when wo
drive. We don’t underatand how
women can turn to sny some-
thing to someone. It'a becauso

they have botter periphery.

vision. Women get in far fowor
pecidents than men, yot we're
tho ones staring at the road.”

Men and women often don’t
seo eye to oye, and that's tho rea-
gon Bocker saw a need to start
“Defending the Caveman.*

He was motivated partly by
hia wife, Erin, As they were plan-
ning their wedding, Erin showed
him envelopes jn lots of differont
shades and asked which one he
likad best. Becker gave the
wrong answer — “You go and pick
it”

Erin was offended and feoit
abandoned. Becker was con-
fused. They atill got married, and
at home he bogan noticing that
women's magazines had horren-
dous articlea about men. Once he

. was even held captive at a party.

-“] was with a group of women,
and they were dissing men in a
big way like I wasn't there,” ho
said. “Then, someone eaid, 'He's o
man, ask him.’ I stood up for
men, and thoy started laughing,
and nodding”

It was the nodding part that
got to him. He and Erin talked
about it, and pretty soon Becker

. had a whole lot of material about

the differences between men and
woraen, “A lot of tho anger start-

ed melting awnay, and she started
liking me moro and more,” said
Becker nbout his wife.

First he wanted to explain
men to women. Then he started
explaining women'to men, *I
show how those differences
affect our relationships, and
cause misunderatandinga,” he

said. '

People really stArted laughing
when Becker put\bimeelf into
the sftuation, “Whan 1 said, ‘I'll
be honest, I hate to ask for direc-
tiona, the audience atarted roar-

ing! .

Becker haa beon doing stund-
up comedy since 1631\Ho makes
frequent guest appodrances on
national radio and TV ghows.

He wrote “Defendingithe Cave-
man” over three yoars 1988-
1991as o onc-mon show to make
people lnugh.

“It’s therapeutic in the sonse
that laughter is tho best -
modicine,” he said, The show,
which originally openedjin San
Francisco, has been sold out in |
Dalles, Washington, | D.C.,
Philadelphia, Chicago and on
Broadway where it is the longest
running solo show, .

My goal," he said *is for peo-
ple to stop trying to change each
other, and begin undemml\dlng
each other. The more wo explore
our differences, the mord we
come together. If wo would spend
more time underatanding cach
other nnd less timao trying to
change the other person, we
would spend less timo fighting,
and more time laughing and
enjoying each other’s company.”
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