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Students o

B At schoo), they've been able to count on bllin-
gual instructor Prenk ‘Frank’ lvozal, who speaks
Albanlan but Is shocked by the stories they have
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ning water, being achooled in
houses with no booka or supplics
and trying to survive,

Gjotaj und Sinistaj are the
nowest members of the Farming-
ton aren’s Albanian community.
Though physically removed, tho
ongoing conflict in Kosova domi.
nates their lives. Sinco last
February, 2,000 people have
been killed and another 300,000
have fled since Serb forces have
attack separatists in tho
province.

Sinistaj, 18, hod a circle of 10
~v g0 friends in the Albanian-
majority province in Serbia, the
main republic in Yugoslavia. At
least two of those people are
dead. Some others' whereabouts
are unknown.

Scrbion forces take away Alba-
nian teenagers in the middle of
the night, Siniataj related.
Thoy're given the option te join
tho army and fight againat other
Albaninns, many of whom are
separatists. Those who refuse
aro killed, Sinistaj said.

Somotimes they don’t even
wait until the night but strike
during the day in a busy center.

“If thoy could get you out of
sight there, they would kill you,”
said Sinistnj, who came here
with his family 11 months ago.

Siniataj tells of athor horrors:
torture, mutilation and mass
murder,

When he's not attending school
or working, Sinistaj cxhaustively
searches the Internet, listens to
the radio and watches TV news
to get updates about his former

told, ‘And they'ro only teenagers,’ lvezz) sald.

home. Ho nlso counts on the .

Albenian Information Center for
news,

When possible, he talks to
uncles and couging who aro still
there by tetephone.

The area network of native
Albaninna haa been very sup-
portive, he said. Many -
Catholica and Muslims aliko —
meet at St. Paul Albanian
Catholic Church to raise money
and talk about the situation in

BOVA,

Since coming here, Gjotaj's
and Sinistaj’s families have
started over.

Gjetaj's mother and father
work as a dishwasher and cook
respectively at the same restau-
rant. In Kosova, her mother was
a nurae and her father a gocial
worker.

*Sometimes when my mother
has a headache, I'll go to work
for her,” said Gjotnj, whose 18.°
yoar-old brother also works at
the restaurant. She has anather
brother who is 14. R

After working 20 hours, her
dad will watch TV for three
hours to get any news from
Kosova, she snid. He sometimes
folls aslcep sitting up in the
chair.

To got here, thoir families
largely count on rolatives — no
matter haw disiant — already liv-
inginthe U.S,

*At this time, when it's your
sccond cousin, he's your broth-

Kindergarten round-ups
starting in February

Farmington Public Schools’
kindergarten round-ups for the
1999.2000 school year begin
Monday, Feb, 22 and i

child’s immunization record with
you during kindergarten regis-
tration week.

through Friday, Feb. 26,
To be eligible for ki tel

n,
students must turn 6 by Dec. 1,
1989. To register your child,
visit your homo school and bring
twao proofs of resid plus your
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child’s original birth certificate.
If you do not know which
school your child will attend,
please call Student Services at
489-3329 or School/Community
Relations at 488-3349.
If possible, please bring your
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er,” Sinistaj said.

At school, thoy've been able to
count on bilingual instructor
Prenk *Frank" Ivezaj, who
spenks Albanian but is shocked
by tho stories they have told.
“And thoy're only teenages:s,”
Ivezaj said.

Through Ivezaj u.nd others,

Sinistaj decided to remain in
school, “I thought nbout not
going to achool because I didn't
think I could afford it,” ho snid.
Other students are starting to
ask about the Kosova situntion.

‘Sinistaj is ready to inform them.

Heightened interest may lead
to tho vest of the world to inter-
vene, .

“It's. pretty easy for them (to

" sit back), but peoplo are getting

killed overyday,” he aaid. “As
soon as possible, they should get
thero to help.”
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You've Lived A Life
Of Digni

At Botsford Commons’ Assisted Living Center
- You Don’t Have To Change A Thing.

support to maintain daily living routines. Residents receive assistance only with

independent as possible in a safe and secure envi-
ronment. Center residents retain privacy and

psychological and soctal needs are met through

baths and generous space for treasured personal furnishings. The

care services including geriatric assessment programs. As an older
adult, you've lived a life that has been one characterized by dignity,
independence and cholce. 1t should continue to be, When you choose

. Independence
And Choice.

Announclng the opening of
Botsford Commons Assisted
Living Center. This innovative
facility, located in an historic
newly renovated Albert Kahn-designed
Farmington Hills, offers a caring environment for those who need

needed and requested, encouraging each individual to remain as

ndividual apartments while their

programs and group activitles. Easily accessible community livinig,

social areas complement comfortable accommodations with private .

center features a chapel, clinical offices and a full range of health

Botsford Commons Assisted Living Center, you insure that the next :
chapter of your life is filled with the same richness of choice and :
independence to which you are accustomed and that you deserve.

more information, call 248-477-1646.

Botsford

HEALTH CARE CONTINUUM _
28050 Grand River Avenue, Farmington HIlls, MU 48336-5933 N




