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Ontario government’s decision based on politics -

The Ontario
government’s
plan to cancel
its annual
&pring bear hunt
has drawn eriti-
cism from aren
hunters,

On January
16, the Ontorio
Ministry of Nat-
ural Resources
announced
plans to cancel
the annual
gpring bear hunt. The reason
given was that too many cubs
were being orphancd during the
spring season. The government
claims an average of 276 cubs
are being orphancd each year as
a direct result of the hunt,

The problem is that no one
seems to have any substantial
datk'to back up that claim.

“The government mede a deci-
sion that we are going to cancel
the hunt because we won't toler-
ate"ciibs being orphaned,” said
Brian Blommo, manager of
medin retations for the Ontario

Ministry of Natural Resources.
“Wo don't have exact figures, but
the government fecla one
orphaned cub is too many.”

Crunching numbers

According to Jim Graystono,
exccutive director of the North-
ern Ontario Tourism Outfitters,
the government roached that
number through a mathematical
equation. ©

“The decision wasn't based on
biology. It wasn't based on sei-
«ence or facts or data, It was
baaed on politics,” Gruystone
said. “We did some research and

found that there is abaclutely no-

verification of their numbers.
The 275 came from a biologist
who was asked to come up with

his best guess using a mathe- -

matical formulg.”

Protected by law

Graystone feels that number is
grossly exaggorated since sow
with cubs are protected by law in
Ontario, just ns they are here in
Michigan. He points to an ongo-
ing anti-hunting campaign in the

provinco as the real force behind

the decision.

. “A campaign to end tho spring

bear hunt started four years ago.
A woalthy business man, Robert
Shad, formed The Shad Founda-
tion and ono of its projects is to
ond the spring bear scason,”
Graystone said. “We have an
election coming up and enough
people in Southern Ontario, who
don’t have bears in their back-
yard, have been convinced by
this campaign that we don't need
a ppring season, The government
made a poor decision based sole-
1y on polities.”

Ontario has an estimated pop-
ulation of 90,000 black bears.
Approximately 5,200 of the
annual harvest of 8,000 bears
are taken during the spring
hunt. The lion's sharo of
Ontario’s apring bear harvest
comes from huntors who lure
bears in to a bait pile. By using
such a tactic, it’s easy to identify
o sow with cubs.

*I can't boliove they made a
decision like that,” said West-
land resident Bill Sutherland,

QUTDOOR

president of the Michigan Bear
Huntors Assqcintion. “It's hard
to believe they have that many
orphaned cubs becougo 99-per-
cont of the timo when a'sow with

cubs comes into bait the cubs *

come in first. Thoy smell tha food
and get excited and she can’t
control them. It's pretty casy to
toll the difforonce botween &
nursing sow and a boar.

“It scems like it's just another
wrung on the ladder of the ani-
mal rightiats agenda,” added
Sutherland, “No one is jumping
for joy more than the anti-
hunters,”

Troy’s Mike Wills, president of
the Detroit Chapter of Safari
Club International, is equally
disgusted with the decision.

“Ithink it's a shame, It makes
absolutely no sense,” Wills said,
“It's strictly a political decision
The spring bear season is a
multi-million dollar induatry
over there. A huge number of
Michigan people look forward to
going bear hunting in Ontario in
May. Now you have tree hug-
gers, who have absolutely no

cluo about thegbiological and eco-

nomic impact this will have,

:Inlling the politicians what to
o,” .

30-day comment period
Ontario's Environmental Bill

of Rights calls for a 30-day peri-"

od in which the government will
hear public comment beforo tho
decision becomes final, It's possi-
ble the decision will be over-
turned if there is cnough public
outery. .

If you're interested in com-
menting on the proposal send a
lotter to: Minister of Natural
Resources, §th Floor, Whitney
Block, 99 Wellesley Street Wos,
Toronto, Ontario, M7A 1W3,
You must include the registry
numbor of RBOES001 with any
comment, Direct phone calls to
(708) 755-1802 or send faxes to
(706) 766-2117.

*“I urge hunters to call and call
and writo and write,” Wills gaid.
“Lot them know that the impact

The Paul H. Young Chapter of
Trout Unlimited in hosting the
fifth annual Sporting Flies
Fundraising Challenga begin.
ning at 6:30 p.m. tonight.at the
Southfield Civic Center.

Open to tho public, the Sport-
ing Flics Challenge offers begin-
ner through ndvanced fly englers
an opportunity to test and hone
their casting skills. Participants
will try their hand at casting to
targets on nn artificial stream
that simulntes different situa-
tions often encountered on a real
stream. Points are eerncd for
hitting the targots. !

Proceeds from the event will
bo carmarked for stream restora-
tion projects. -

Manufacturer roprosentntives .
and rotailers will alao be on
hand with the latest in fly fish-
ing equipment and goar.

For more information, call
(248) 694-8283 or visit the Poul

* H. Young Chapter web sito. Go

to the TU national site at

SHOWS

BOAT SHOW "

The 41st annual “All New”
Detroit Boat Show will be held
Fcb, 6-14 at Cobo Center. Spon-
sored by Michigan Boating
Tndustries, the show features
more than 300 boat dealers and
marine businesses, over 1,000
boats of nll sizes and styles, the
latest in services, accessorics,
engines and clectronics, and one-
stopon-site financing. There will
also bo a boating life theater, o
kids boating clinic, conteats and
givenways. Show hours ara noon-
10 p:m. Saturdays and Wednes-

- day, noon-6 p.m. Sundays and 3-
10 p.m. Monday, Tucsday,
Thursday and Fridny. Admission
is $8-adult and children 12 and
under will be admitted free.
Seniors over age 62 will be
admitted free of charge on Mon-
day. Call (800) 932-2628 fo
more. information. .

DEER AND TURKEY
The annual Michigan Deer and

Turkey Spectacular will be held
Feb, 12-14 at the Lansing Cen-
ter. Tho show fentures some 300
exhibit booths, trophy deer, bear
and elk coptests and displays,
live animals, wild game cooking
school, archery trick shot spe-
cialist Byron Freguson, n frec
instructional archery range for
children,-an outdoor skills
demonstration center, an out-
door phote contest, over 40 infor-
mational seminars and more.
Show hours arc 4-9 p.m. Frir!ny,

travel trailers, truck campers,
fifth wheels. Over 300 models
will be on display ranging in
price from $3,000 to aver
$200,000. There will also bo RV
and campground information,
fomily entertainment, family
entertainment and more. Show
hours are 2-9 p.m. weekdays,
noon-9 p.m, Saturdays, and
noon-6 p.m. Sundays. Admission
is $6.60 for adults and children
under 12 will be admitted free.
Two-for-one coupons are avail-

Feb. 12, 9 a.m.-7 p.an. X
Feb. 13, and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sun-
day, Feb. 14, Admission is $8 for
a one-day adult-ticket, $14 fora
two-day adult ticket, $3 for
youths ages 6-14, and children
under six will be admitted free.
Call {800) 324-3337 for more
information. .
CAMPER AND RV .
The annual Detroit Camper and
RV Show will be held Feb, 13-23
at the Novi Expo Center. The
show features all types of 1999
recreational vehicles including
folding campers, motar homes,

able at parti RV dealers,
Call (517) 349-8881 for more
information,

BOAT, SPORT AND FISHING

The 16th annual Pontiac Silver-
dome Boat, Spoart & Fishing
Show will be held Feb. 17-21 at
the Silverdome. The show fea-
tures fishing seminars, outfit
ters, 100 merchandise booths,
over 400 trailerable boats and
much more. Show hours are 3-
9:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Feb. 17-18; 11 a.m. t0 9:30
p.m. Friday, Feb. 19; 10 a.m.-
9:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb, 20; and
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10 8.m.-6 p.m, Sunday, Feb. 21,
Admission is $6.50 for adulta «
and $3 for children, Children
nges five and hinder will be
admitted free. Discount tickets
arc available at participating
Muorathon Stations and Elias
Brothera Reataurants.

'SPORTFISHING EXPO .

The 10th annual Greater Detroit -

Sportfishing and Travel Expo
will be held March 4-7 at the
Palace of Auburn Hills. The
show will feature a special
appearance by national walloye
angling champion Ted Takasaki
on Friday, March 6. Other
speakers of national renown -
scheduled to speak at the show
include walleye pros Mike
McClylland and Keith Kavajecz,
bowhunting expert Chuck
Adams, In-Fist M: i

this will have will be horrible.” TU.org, t‘?un click };m c}}lmptur
. i input the chapter
Sporting flies reminder o aze
srom'i NQ FLIES counties in the northern Lower
The Paul H. Young Chapter of Peninsula, - B
Trout Unlimited is hosting ita CROW '
6th annual Sporting Flica Fund- 1,6 Jate crow season runs Feb,
Raising Challenge beginning at 1. \farch 31 in the Lower Ponin-
6:30 p.m, Thursday, Feb. 4, at suln, y
the Southfield Civic Center. "
Individuals and teams can try COYOTE .
their hand at casting to targets  Coyoto season runs through
on an artificial stream. Admis- April 16 statowide,
sion is free and the coat towalk  FOX .
the course ia $6 per person. Pro- ©  Gray and red fox season runs
ceedg from the event will be used  through March 1 statewide.
i}3}' the Paul H. Young Chapter ; 008t
or stream restoration projects in -

Michigan. Call (248) 654.8283 A special late Canada gooso gea-
for more information. '°“a"““‘ m"h F&'l igdtha

" southern Michigan 86 Man-
ISLAND LAKEHIXE agement Unit. Check the 1998-
Join bers of the t 99 Michigan Waterfow! i

Michigan Group, Sierra Club on
a long (six-cight miles), fast-
paced hike through the Island
Lake R ion Area on Sun-

- editors Dave Csanda and Matt

Straw, and Michigan's own Tom
Huygler.

OUTDOORAMA

Qutdeorama ‘89 Sport and Trav-"
¢l Show will be held Feb. 26-
March 7 at the Novi Expo Cen-
ter, (800) 777-6720.

I
CLASSES

FLY TYING

Paint Creek Outfitters in
Rochester offers a varicty of fly
tying clnsses for beginners and
ndvanced tyers, Call (248) 650-
0440 for more information or to
make a reservation for an
upcoming class.

ACTIVITIES

e

day, Feb. 7. Interested partici-
pants should meet behind Oil
Dispatch on the southwest cor-
ner of Middlebelt and I-86 in
Livonia. Call (313) 584-5361 or
(734) 4214397 for more informa-
tion.

' SEASON/DATES

BOBCAT
Bobeat season runs through Feb,
16 in Clare, Crawford, Gladwin,

Tosco, Knlkaska, Mi i

Guide for specific boundaries.
RABBIT,

Rabhit/hare scason run through
March 31 sfatowide. -
STURGEON

Sturgeon spearing season is Feb.
1.28..

METROPARKS

METROPARK REQUIREMENTS
Most Metropark programs are
free while somo require a nomi-
nal feo, Advanced registration
and a motor vehicle permit are
required for all programs. Call

the respective parks toll freo at
the followi bere: Sto

Ogemaw, Osceola,
and Wexford counties and in
Arenac County west of 176 and
north of M-61. The senson runs
through March 1 in the Upper
Peninsula and in Alcona, Alpo-
na, Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboy-
gan, Emmet, Montmerency,
Oacoda, Otsego, and Presque Isle

ETC. OF JANUARY 2 OR 3, 180%:

Publish: February 4,150

~ PUBLIC NOTICE
CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT

Al ON PASSENGERS OF NORTHWEST FLIGHT
OTHER FLIGHTS FROM MEXICO, PUERTO VALLARTA, CANCUN, .

please bo advised that a class action Ialwsuit has been filed pertaining to
tho above flights and for which this law office is currently pursuing claima
and will continuo to pursue claimas where there hove been substantiol
injuriea or damagen incurred, If you qualify, please contact:
Byron E. Blegol
3000 Town Centor, Ste. 2120
Bauthfleld, Michigan '
- (248) 384, .
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7:30PM
vs, Las Vagas

VieeRs VaLUE NIGHT

. EVERY Frinay & $atunnay HOME GaME.

. IncLupss:. | TIGKET, 1 WOk 0OG, 1 TSHIRT &1 S00A
On Sale at The Palaca Box Office
or Call (248) 377-0100

TICHXTS ALSO ATAILARLE A7,

visit our website at wwiw.palacenot.com
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Creek, (800) 477-7766; Indian
Springs, (800) 477-3192; Kens-
ington, (800} 477-3178,
SNOWFLAKE ARTISTRY
Learn about eénow and make a
lovely take-home-and-hang-up
picture during this program,
which begins at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 6, at Kensington.
ICE HARVESTING
Learn about the history of ice
harvesting by helping to cut
blocks of ice from tho Huron
River using antique ice saws
during this program, which
begins at 1 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, Feb, 6-7, at the Kens-
ington Farm Center.
BEGINNER ICE RSHING
Learn the basies of ico fishing
then wet a line in Kent Lake
during this program, which
begins at 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 7,
at Kensington. Ages 17 and older
must have a valid Michigan
fishing license, !
1699 PERMITS
Tho 1899 Huron-Clinton
Moetroparks annual vehicle entry
permits and boat launching per-
mita are on anle at all Metropark
offices, Vehiclo entry pormits are
$16 ($8 for senior citizens), The
annual boat launching perm its
are $18 ($9 for ecnior citizens).
Call (800) 47-PARKS for more
information.

COUNTY PARKS

COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS
Advanced registration is

quired for all nature prog
at Onkland County Parks, Call
(810) 626-8473 to register or for
more information.
STARLIGHT 8KI TOUR
Take am ovening cross country
aki tour during this program,
which begins at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 6, at Independonce Oaks.
TUNING YOUR TOT INTO WINTER
Ages 3-6 will tunc-in to the out-
doors through songs, stories, a
short hiko, a craft and a snack
during this program, which
begins at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Wedneaday, Feb. 10 and Thurs-
day, Feb. 11, and ngain at 1 p.m.
Saturday, Feb, 13, at Indopen-
denco Onks,




