! S A L
The Farmington Players present
“The Fantasticks” 8 p.m. tonight
at the Players Barn, 32332 W. 12
Mile Road, Farmington Hills.

Tickets $14, call (248) 563-2955.

Evelyn Glen-
nie, the “First
Lady” of solo
percuassion,
appears with
the Detroit
Symphony
Orchestra
and conduc-
tor Dennis
Russell
Davies, 8:30
p.m.at
Orchestra
Hallin
Detroit. Tick-
ets 818 to 848,
call {313)
576-6111.

Youtheatre at Music Hall in
Detroit honors Black History
Month with a new biography
*Paul Robeson, All American,”
written by Ossie Davis and pre-
sented &y New York's Theatre-
works! USA. Tickets for the 2
p.m. performance, recommended
for families with children ages 7
and above, are 87 in advance, $8
at the door. Call (313) 963-2366.

Discover Stars on Ice fea-
tures five Olympic Champi-
ons including Kristi Yam-
aguchi, Tara Lipinski and
Ekatarina Gordeeve 8 p.m.
Saturday at The Palace of
Auburn Hills, Tickets $58,
846 and $32, call (248) 646-
6666 or (248) 377-0100 for
information.
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Yoday's stars: Mark Ridley stands in front of a wall of autographed photographs of well-known comedians who have

appeared at his club.

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAFF WRITER
kwygonik@oo.homecomm.not

1ass clown of his Walled Lake Cen-

tral High School class, Mark Ridley

has been making people laugh for a
long time.

On Jan. 4 ho celcbrated the 20th
anniversary of the comedy club ho start-
ed in the basement of The Meating Place,
a restaurant in West Bloomfield.

Now ane of the top comedy clubs in the
country, Mark Ridley’s Comedy Castle
has cailed Royal Oak home since 1989,

Framed gutographed pjctures of
todny’s comedy stars decorate tho walls
including Tim Allen, Jerry Seinfeld, Dave
Coulier, David Lotterman, Ellen
DeGeneres'and Richard Belzer

Ridley chuckles as he remembera when
he had to give people their money back
after Paul Keisor performed. It was
before those “Mad About You” days with
Helen Hunt.

"
KING OF THE

“Pcople walked out, they didn't like his
show,” said Ridley. .

Reisor’s autographed pleture is reveals
ing —“To Mark & tho Comedy Castle,
cortain parts were fun” .

New direction .

Always a lover of comedy, Ridloy really
wanted to mako films. After graduating
from Wayne State University with a
bachelor’s degree in TV, radio and film,
Ridloy applied to the University of South-
ern California film program. :

‘While hanging out at the Comedy Storo
in 1978 Californin, waiting to hear if he
made the cut for the program, he
watched Richard Pryor, David Letterman
and Steve Martin perform.

Ridley wasn't chosen for the program
but came home with an idea —toopen a
comedy club like the Comedy Store.

‘While warking as a waiter, ho began
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MA4RK RIDLEY'S COMEDY CASTLE

WHERE: 269 E. Fourth St., Royal Onk

BHOW TIMES: £:30 p.m. Tuoscny-Thuredoy; 8:15 and 10:45
p.m. Fricay-Satutdoy; 7:3G p.m. Sunday.

OPEN MIKE/IMPROV NIQHT: Tucsdyy. Totally Unre-
heorsed Thooter porforms 8:30 p.m. .l

TICKETS: 8:30 p.m. Tucsday, $5; 8:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thurs-
doy, $6; B:15 p.m. and 10:45 p.m, Fridoy-Soturday, $12; 8:30 p.m.
. Sunday, $8 - (Spocial engogements excluded).

(248) 8429900 or wwiv.comodycastiz.com oo tho Web.
SEATS!: 400 phople. -

T VALST PARKING: $4 ' R

FOR RENT: Clud will host office luncheons, seminars and other
daoytime events. Excellent sound ond #ighting, waltstaff and cater-
ing avaliable.

For

sbout Evershed coll {248} £46-3360.

February Highlights
W Jack Simmons - through Feb, 7.
Simmons has been featured on
“Comlc Strip Live*™ and “Show-
time.”
R O'Brien & Valdoz - Feb, 1014,
This comerdy team hos 2ppenred
. ~on ALE's “Comady on the Rood,”
. . and “Ap Evening at the improv.”
- Also appearing, Frank G.

W Lewts Black —Feb, 17-21, a rege-
1er on tha *Conan 0'Brien Show,” *
ond commentator on Comedy
Cantral's “The Dally Show.® Also
sppearing, Steve Bills.

& Otalr Shannon ~ Feb, 24-28. o
regulor on the stages of Las

* Vegos and Atlantle City. Also

Featured comedl-
an: Jack Sim- .
mons is perform-

- oppearing Goty George. ;ng, aéMm;ie Rid-
ey’s Comedy
Spoclal Engagoments Castle through
B Carol Leiter - Mirch 1921, Baen o, p 7.

on Lhe et on TV show "All Right
Already,” ond a writer and per-
former o the *Sainfeld Show.” Tickets $17.50 Friday-Saturday;
. $15 Sunday, ’
H Richard Ssal — Morch 25-27, star of TV's “Platypus Man,” and
numerous coblo apeclals. Also oppearing Hal Spear. Tickets
$20 Thuraday; $22.50 Friday, $25 Soturday.

BY HUG!H GALLAGHER

the last three years.”

(No-OF) Pago 1, sactlbn E

STATP WRIIR .
hgalingher@oe.homecomm.net

When Maynard Ferguson was cut-
ting the mustard at 18, he was jitter-
bugging.

Today when collego studonts sponta-
neously start moving to the music of
Ferguaon's Big Bop Néuveau Band,
they're “swing dancing.” Whatever it's
called. the 71-year-old jazz master ja
delighted. !

“We often do hnlftimes at major foot~
ball games. Whon we did a recent
Washington-Arizona game, a pep rally
and half time. At the pep rally for
about 4,000 people, you could sce tho

peoploe swing dancing,” he safd. “Hall-.

time the choorleaders, men and

. women, when wo played ‘Just Frionds,

they all started dancing. I was nmazed
they could swing danco, It's great for
jazz music.”

TFerguson has been involved with jazz
music sit.ce he was a teenoger in Mon-
treal. Ho began playing ot the end of

WHO: Jazz trumpoter Maynard Farguson.
and his 8ig Bop Nouvesu Band .
WHEN: 4 pm. and 8 p.m. Saturcay, Feb. 6.
WHERNK: Adray Auditorlum of the MocKen-
2la Fino Arts Center, Heary Ford Communlty
Colloge, 5101 Evergreen Road, Doarborn.
TICKXTS: $25 for twllight and evenlng

« concerts, Call (313}B45-6470. .

tho swing ora, played with the great
bop playors and made his reputation ss
an aggressive, hard blowing trumpet
player with Stan Kenton's progressive
Jjnzz band.

Saturday, ho brings that bright, high
registor, aggrossivo sound to Honry
Ford C ity College in Dearb

“Tho current band is really great per-
aonnel,” he aaid in o telophono inter-
view from Las Vegas. “They're great
players, many of them out of the Uni-
versity of Miami. The band s three
trumpets plua mysclf,.one trombone,
piano, bass and drums and two saxo-
phones, which is the lineup I've had for

Ferguron enjoys playing with young
mugicians and often does clinica as he
take his band around the world. He got

his start in music
at an early age, il Today when

originally as o college stu-
lnssical violinist  de; "
:vhho solcned with noously start
o anadian
Brondcasting Com- moving to the
pany Orchestra music of Fer
when ho was 11.  gusen's BIg
He was encour- Bop Nouveau
aged by his violin- 6 .
ist mother to pur- Emd, they're
sue music. Even if  “swing danc-
it wasn't tho clas-  Ing."

sical music she
proforred, she .
wanted him to be cxposed to the beat.
*“When I was in Montreal, my mother
was just slightly disappointed that 1
wasn't going to be a classical violinist,”
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