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. developing his iden. Local medin
peraonalities helped him pro-
mote those first comady nights

- in tho bascment of the restau-

rant whero he worked — The
Meating Place. .
Featured local comiea included

Bill Thomas, Leo DuFour, and |

Dave Coulicr. In thaso early
days, Tim Allen was his opening
act when Ridloy started Open
Mike Night in February ot 1979.

“Luo auditioned for me over
the phene,” aaid Ridley. *I didn't
know what I was looking for. Tim
{Allen) appronched it as o job. Ho
was very professional and wore n
suit when he performed.”

Ridley’s comedy nighta took off
vight away, and pretty soon. ho
was scarching for a bigger place.
His present location, the old
preas room for the Royal Oank
‘Tribune, located just around the
corner, is his seventh venue,

“I can’t complain,” said Ridley.
“We've liad well-over a million
customera, and a billion laughs.”

Ho's a little concerned about
the future. There are fower clubs
now than there wore when come-
dy clubs wero at their peak 1985~
1990. Metre Detroit has more

comedy clubs than anyene elso
— 13 within 45 minutes of each
other. L. .

“You're socing overything you
would see on TV,” he said. “Peo-
ple come back to the club hoping
to ste the next Drow Carrey.”

‘When he started in this busi-
ness, no one over thought a
stand-up comedian would get
their own show. Now it's pretty
common. .

In fact, Mike Bonner, a stand-
up comedian from Detroit, was
recently picked to be one of 26
performers for the 1999 1.8,
Comedy Arts Festival, March 4-7
in Aspen, Colo. The festival will
be taped for HBO and aired later
this ycor. | . .

“This could be Mike's big
break,” snid David Gladstono of
"Off N-Running Mgt. in Los Ange-
les. “Every tclevision producer in
the industry is there looking for
nuxt year’s sitcom star”

Bonner is ¢o-managed by Rid-
ley and described as a “hip Bill
Coshy™ .

There will always be new. tal-
ent, and Bonner could be one of
stars of tomorrow, For a comedi-
an, staying fresh is a challenge, '

Ridley can spot comedians who
steal from others. He collects
comedy albums and kiows nll
the routines, ’

. “A lot of times you have to tell
o-comedian, 'no,” said Ridley,
“Wa have a very high bar”

Local comedicnne Alyce Faye-

of Fanmington has performed ot

the club, and atiil amiles at the

momory of Ridley. telling her
“nice joh.” o

“Ho doesn’t hand out compli-
mente froely,” ehe snid. *It's a
erawl, walk, run, process. You
hove to pay your duea.”

Faye is working with Ridley on
his newest venturs — Evershed
Productions. “It's the name of the
atreot I grew up on in Walled

' Lako,” snid Ridley. “I get a lot of

calls from comedians, and peoplé
looking to hire comediana, We
want to promoto - laughter
throughout the country.”

Ridley and Faye say they can

- work with “whatover the budget

tione. “There's so much stross

and tension in tho warkplace,”

“ she said. *We had a chucklo buf-
fot for Secrutary’s Day, and can
do stresrbustur seminara” .

+ Ridley is also apening another
club with a partner, Mark Curtia
in Chitago — The Black Orchid
Showroam & Lounge. It will offer
music and comedy, and is lecated
in tho same building as Second
City. A tentative April opening ip
scheduled,

This will be » big year for Rid- '.

ley. Besides celobrnting the 20th
anniversary of his club, he's get-
ting married, and signed e now
10 year lease for Mark Ridloy’s:
Comedy Castle. T

“He's considered an A room in
the business,” snid Fayo. “His
club is 4 clarg act.” .

Lots of laughs: Mark Ridley in the main seating area of
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Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle in Royal Oak. The club
celebrated its 20th anniversary on Jan. 4. .

alows.” Belicving laughter is the
best medicine, thoy would also
fiko to bring humer to hospitals,
and present sominars.

Faye is helping Ridley promote
and market Evershed Produc-

Groups present special film shows

Mark your calendars, here are
some film events taking place in
your neighborhood:

B Yiddish Film Serics — in the
Jimmy Prentico Morris Building,
Jewish Community Center,
15110 W. 10 Mile Road, Qak
Park, continues its Yiddish Film
Series with the movie “Sing

Along with Isracl,” 7:30 p.m,
Sunday, Feb. 7 and 12:46 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 8. There is no
charge, call (248) 967-4030 for
information, :

™ “Home of the Brave” — film
starring James Edwards, Lloyd
Bridges and Stove Brodie, will be
shown 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 19 at
the Southficld Centre for the

+ Arts, 24350 Southfield Road. The
-1949 film was: one of tho firat

U.S, filme to deal with racism,
and is being shown as port of the
Southficld Classic Cinema
Seriea.

Tickets are $3 per person, and
include light refreshmenta. Call
(248) 424-9022 for more informa-
tion or tickets.
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ADMISSION
- $7 apbuuts
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" SENIORS 60+
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AT CRANBROOK INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE,

GET UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH A TOWERING
TYRANNOSAURUS .REX, GO FACE-TO-TRUNK WITH A MAMMOTH
MASTODON AND VISIT THE NEW TRAVELING EXHIBIT IN THE DARK.

DoN'T
Be AfRAID
To Be... |
IN THe DARK.

Visit THE INSTITUTE
OF SCIENCE
THROUGH May 2
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ho said in a bright béomlng ‘voice
that matches his playing style,

“She went to a record store and -

ran into just the right record
‘snles person. She decided that if
I was going to be & jazz trumpet
player I had to study classical
music. But she eaid to the clerk,
“I want you to give me every
record you have from the best

‘American jozz trumpet playcrs”

.Sho brought home records by
Bix Bicderbecke, Louis Arm-
strong, Harry James, Roy
*Eldridge, Rex Stewart of the
Duke Ellington Orchestra and
early Miles Davis and Dizzy
Gillespie. :

“It was a great record collec-
tion. My brother has it now,” Fer-
guson snid. His brother, Percy,
waa also a musician, who started
a jozz band that featured May-
nard and another prominent
Canadian jazz maater, pianist
QOscar Petarson.

At 16, Maynard Ferguson took

' over loadership of the band,

while continuing his clagsical
studics at the French Conserva-
tory of Music. It was with this
<young band that he developed
his ability to play at the sonic
bending high range for which he
is world famous. R

ANYTHING CONNECTED

His band opened for the top
Amoricun bands that came to
play ~ Charlie Barnet, Jimmy
Dorsey and Stan Kenton, From
1950 to 1953 Ferguson cstab-
lished himself with his high reg-
ister, playing as the leader of
Kenton's brass section. .

Sometimes critics have praised
Forguson's technique whilo
attacking his improvising skills
or questioning his moves into
popular music — including the
megahit version of “Gonna Fly
Now™ (the theme from “Rocky™).

‘“I'va had auch a happy carcer, 1
have to leave that to others,” Fer-
guson said. “I have that'control
at the upper rogister and the
stamina. I'm 71 years of age and
still have it. It was a trademark.
It docan't bother me at all.”

Ferguson tells young players
they have to prepare for per-
forming the way athletes pre-
pare. He said that's why he'a still
able to reach tho stratosphere,

“I'm careful of my health as I
get older,” he said. *It's an athlet~
ic thing. As-you get older,when
you want to get back in shape, at
70 it's like being a 37-year-old
National Football guy wha has to
come back to camp early to get

- ready”

WITH GOLF!

BALLS « CLUBS « APPAREL
DRIVING NETS + SHOES
BAGS » CLUB REPAIR » VACATION

- PACKAGES » TRAVEL BAGS
CUSTOMIZED CLUBS & MORE!

He said he's impressed with
young musicians who can play at
a wido range. In the old days, he
said, n band would have a
“sereoch” trumpet player who
cama in just to handle the high*
notes. Today, young trumpot
players are able to move up and
down the scalo. with versatility,
He also credits music education
for the fact that almost all musi-
cians today can read music and
improvisé.

The Big Bop Nouveau Band
will be playing music from their
new Concord album, “Brass Atti-
tude,” and other Fergusen
favorites. The band is planning
tours of Japan and Eurape, the
Blue Note in New York City,
Houae of Blues in Los Angoles
and numerous collége dates
across the cotntry.

Ferguson is also producing

records for French planist Chris-

tian Jacob and composer,
arranger, !romhoni‘at_ Tom Gar-
ling. Lo

And don’t even mention retire-
ment. ¢ .
“As long a8 I'm healthy and

feel good, this is what I love to
do"hesaid,

LIFE-UKE DIORAMAS, HANDS-ON COMPUTER GAMES,
MECHANICAL DISPLAYS AND MODELS INVITE YOU TO EXPLORE THE SIGHTS,
SOUNDS, SMELLS, SENSATIONS ~ AND PERHAPS YOUR OWN FEARS OF BEING
IN THE DARK,

-PRQ SHOPS FROM -
OHIO, MICHIGAN, ILLINOIS, INDIANA, & ONTARIO
Hundreds of Vendors Selling Anything
Connecged With Golf - SAVE! SAVE! SAVE!

1221 N, WOOOWARD AVENUE
BLOOMRIELD Hits, MI 48303.0801
TWO MILES NORTH OF DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM
WWW.CRAMBROOK.EDU
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Novi EXPO CENTER
Thursday, February 4, 2pm-10pm '
Friday, February 5, 2pm-10pm

Satutday, Febrdary 6, 10am-10pm
Sunday, February'7, 10am-7pm

The 1999 Spring Home & Garden Show at the Novi Expo Center will

| OVER 300 EXHIBITS...PLUS:

Richard Trethewey from PBS’s "This Old House"

=
Friday and Saturday, .
® Live broadcasts of %]R‘s Joe Gagnon and Dean
Elmusbkcpg Sunda¥. s Glenn H

@ Live broadcasts ot WXYT's Glenn Haege, Rick Bloom
and Mike Wendland Saturday and Sur%da .

a Presentations on decomtlnﬁ and remodeling,

# Treasure Chest contest wit!

daily prizes.

become an exciting world of products and ideas. A
. Everything for the home and garden. Kitchens, baths, spas. ants and AA‘?‘:}:!!:&}.%: Sentors-$4.50 Children 612:$3.50
craft g, & D Ith th 8 people to Chlldrent under 6 admitted FREE
help make your projects a success. Home & Family ckets for o pdlts and accampanying chidsen
SPECIAL GUEST: Pat Simpson Garden NOVI EXPO CENTER

1-96 & NOVI RD. * FEBRUARY 47 .
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from HGTV with Top Ten Home
% Enhancements




