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Revue Will-. benefit S‘t I»);l‘m.stan"s' .Gréek'Theatrej

St. Dunstan's Theatre Guild of
Cranbrook presents “Hoart and
Music: Brondway's Best in
Song” -— n musical revue fund-
ruiser to benefit lighting ‘equip-
ment improvements for the
Cranbrook outdoor Greek The-
atre. .

Performances 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturdoy, Feb. 5-6 and Feb, 12-
13 at the theater 400 Lono Pine
Road in Bloomfield Hilla, Tick-
ots aro $15 per person (show
only), $30 per person, reception
and show, call (248) 644-0527 or
(248) 584-0698.

Cabarat-style scating will be
availnble in the front section of
tho theater for patrons who
maoke a donation of $30 or more
per ticket. These patrons aro
also invited to attend a recep-
tion prior to the performance.

. Standard seating is also avail-
able for a ticket price of $15
cach,

Th':: event fentures music: An

g O b
old and new including songs

Strong perfqrmancés' key Bonstelle’s “The Piano Lesson’

August Wilson’s "The Pisno
Leason” continues through Feb. 7
at the Bonstelle Theatre, 3424
Woodward Ave., Detroit on the
campus of Wayne State Univerai-
ty. Tickeis $8 to $10, call (313)
8§77-2960.

BY SUB SUCHYTA
BPECIAL WRITER

Set in 1938 Pittsburgh, “The
Piano Loason”™ explores the
struggle of an African American
family over their reverenco for
the past and their dreams for the
future.

Boy Willic has a onc time
chance to buy the land he has
farmed for others for many
years. He realizes that selling
the family’s heirloom, a hand-
carved pisno, will give him
enough money to buy the deed
and his drenm, However, his eis-
ter Bernice won't part with it
because the piano is carved with -

& ‘“Heart and Music: Broadway’s Best i Song”
wlill enable St. Dunstan's to make subsiantial
enhancoments to the qua;ity of lighting In the

Greek Theatre.” .

Amy Lynn Smith-

St. Dunstan’s Theatre Guild, vice president

from “Rcm."‘ “Les Miserables,” . *Hoart and Music: Broadway's
“Ragtime,” “Misu Snigon® and 'B
‘Dunstan's to mnke substantial

many other well-known musi-
cals, :

“And the show has plenty of
heart, thanks to the talented
performors, directors and pro-
duction staff who are contribut-

ing their time and talents to .

creating a truly memorable
evening in support of a great
causo,” said Amy Lynn Smith,
vice president of St, Dustan’s
‘Theatre Guild. . .
The Cranbrook Greok Thea
is one of only a handful of
Greck-style amphitheators in
tho ontire country.

. 1
Drama: Joel Steingold as Boy Willie and Judi Williams
as his sister Berniece, in a scene from *“The Piano Les-

son.”

.to bettor showcase the beauty

est in Song” will enable St.

onhancemonts to the quality of
lighting in the Groek Theatre —

and majesty of this glorious out-
door theatre, said Smith.

“Heart and Music; Brozdway’s
Best in Song” stars Kim Brown,
Kendall Doman, Jeff Drewno,
Kryatyn Irvine, Joey Johnson,

Peggy Les, Scott McDonald,
Jamio Richards, Nicki Stacay.

Jamie Richards is directing
the show, music director ia Mar-
lene Loucks, choreographer is
John Mettiello.

a better future are koy to the
story.

However, playwright Wilson's
story, as rich as its choracteriza-
tions and narratives are,
becomes weighed down with
lengthy dialogues — there are
simply moro stories and back-
ground than the story nceds.
After developing all of the char-
acters and lotting the audience
watch the clash of wills build to
a crescendo, Wilson onds the
play with a disappointing short-
cut allowing supermatural forces,
instead of the forees of hia strong
characters, to resolve their diffi-
cult conflict. Even though his

h treated the
ural as believable elements in
their lives, he sells them short by
not letting them reach their own
resolution, however painful and
wrenching.

Joel Steingold, who recently
turned in a strong performance

the piano from the

i} means it to

as Van Helsing in “Dracula,” car-
ried the same charisma and pow-
erfulness into the role of Boy
Willie, Fiercely intent on buying
the farm he has worked as a
sharecropper, his energy fills the
atage, and his single-minded
purpese comes across strong and
forcefully,

Guest actress Judi Williama
matches him o8 Borniecs, the
strong-willed sister whose guict
will matches Boy Willie's vocal

anger,
Isiah Davia 1If a8 Doaker is a
natural to his rele of the alder

and wiser relative, delivering the
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Rehearsing:

St. Dun-

stan’s The-
atre Guild of
Cranbrook
cast mem-

bers rehearse .
for the open-
ing of “Heart
and Music: '
Broadway's |
Best in

Song.”

wisdom of experience in a quict
yet firm, impossible to ignore,
manncr. He serves as the buffer
between Boy Willie's headstronjs
anger and Bernice's steadfast
stubbornness. .

Technically, there was some

carclessness, Although the wins
dows were backlit to denote day
snd night, the characters always
stepped out the front door inta a
piteh black night. And after Ier-
nice filled a ten kettle at the tap,
she removed it from the stove
less than a minute later — not
enough time to even take the
chill off.
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VOURE PIRFECT,
NOW CHANGE
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and cndowed with their spirits The struggle betwoen the piano’s _ N ) :
THE HIT MUSICAL COMEDY EVERYBODY'S TALKING ABOUT!
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’sét To' Musi

mnfl, Sassy & Shick! . 1
fcct Date Show!"

\ o n Prmnla ;
- Live Comedy
Friday & Saturday, February 5th & &th
Keith Ruff

Keith Ruff will keep you laughing with
his personable brand of humor: from
his relationships, to his first
experiences as a child, Always a Detroit
favorlte. Remember, Comedy s Rufft
oges avallable__

GEM THEATRE « (313) 963-9800 | ..

333 Madisen Ave. ¢ Detrall, M1 40225
13) 2402913

GEM
THEATRE ° (313) 963-9800
333 Madisen Ave. * Detroit, MI 88224
Calll Hicola for greups of 13 or mers (313) $43-2913 E}
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2869 N. Pontiac Tralf (ust west of Hoggerty Rd.)
Commerce, Mi 48390

* . For resarvatlons call: 248-624-1050 .
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by Jeffrey Hatcher

February 10
through
March 7

“A beautiful young
woman is found in
1998 on an feeberg.
Sbe speaks only one
word — “Titanic!”
Who is she?

The answer lies
attheendof...
N Scotland Road.”

Uming Event: “A Gift of Glory™ March 10 = April 4
MEADOW BRQOK THEATRE
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