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Mel Gs s ‘Paybac in 1t.st ﬂle'

BY VICTORIA D1Az
SPECIAL WRITEX

If you're yearning to fecl
bruised, bloodied, and beaten-up,
there's no need to visit the
Kronk gym and volunteer as a
sparring partner for an up-and-
coming prizefighter. Instoad,
check out Mel Gibaon's latest
rock-em, sock-om flick, “Pay-
back.” By movia's cnd. you'll
probably hurt all over.

In almost every scone, some
wretched dreg of humanity gets
shot, kicked, punched, whipped,
stomped on, stabbed, carved,
hammered, ripped, or burnt. For
good mcasure, semebody dics
fram an overdose. of dirty horoin
too. Imagine a cinematic curnival

of pain, and you will begin t4 get
abead on *Paybzek.”

Qibaon s Porter, a thiof who
has been double-crossed by hia
partner-in-crime, Val Resnick, a
creepy sort played with just the
right roptilian touch by Greg
Henry (moviegoers may well
romembor his chilling drill bit in
“Body Double.”). Resnick not
only swipes Porter’s share of tho
duo's hoist money, but he also
sets things up a0 that Porter's
wife ehoots her husband in the
back, and leaves him to die. (One
memorable clope-up involves
Resnick grinding out a cigarotté
h; a g;m:nmx puddlo of Porter’s
blood

But Porter docsn't die. At
least, not physically. In a way,

he's as indentructlblo as Bngs
Bunny — though not noarly as
roasonable, And ultimately,
though it makes an attempt at
sopul bumor now and then,
this movie {8 no laughing mattor,

Afteor hoe recovors (following
soms sordid surgery that we wit~
ness up-<lose and j ), back

past the mob (hore called “The
Outfit”) to do it, ond wade
through a heap of oLhor human
garbage as well, But he's past

. He's like a machine, pro-
grnmmed to go efter that
$70,000, and anybody who gots
in his way is going to be cither
(1) maimed or (2) dead.

he goes to the scenc of the crimo,
discovering even moro reason to
see that his brand of justice is
carried out. . )
Whean he declares that *nice
guys always finish laat,” somo-
how we juat know justice i
going to bo tho vigilante. To say
that ho Is fixated on xvcnvarlng
hia sharo of the hoist money at
this point,is putting it mildly.
Sure, he's going to have to get
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Much of what is wrong with
this picture has to do with Gib-
son's confusing, almoat.robotic
charncter. Who is this guy who's
suppossd to ba our hero? He's
not Dirty. Harry Callnhan. He's
not.Mnrtin Riggs of *Lethal

‘Weapon.” He’s not taxi driver,

Travis Bickle, These were violent
characters, but at least we know
‘enough about them to feel some
of thoir pain. Porter, on the other
hand, is not just a flawed indi-
vidnnl. ho often comes ncross
like ho's living & nightmare to
which wo have no real access. It's
tiring. Then, it's tiresomo. And,
0ugh Gibson struggles manful-
Iy with thig odd role, eventually,
we'd just like to go lie down
eomeplace, very far away from
this movie.

Director Brian Helgoland (who
co-wrote the script with Terry

Hayes) has assembled a support-

ing cust that deserves atronger
showcasing. Just about all of tho
film's many villains cspecially
maka indelible marks. William
Devane, leering as only he can,
takes & particularly chilling turn
as a jackal-like, second-level syn-
dicate boss, James Coburn slith-
ers onto tho screen in a brief
appearanco as another under-
world kingpin, and provid-a
aome of tha film's comic relief.
(*Now, that's mean!” he splutters
when Gibson’s hair-trigger char-
acter blows a hole in one of his
expensive attaché cases, “That's
just mean!™) The best of the
beastly bunch is Kria Kristoffer.

gon who, as the squinty-eyed,
raspy-voiced head of The Qutfit,
is like evil in an ive suit.

Drama: Mel Gibson stars as Porter and Maria Bello as
Rosie in “Payback.”

touch, Also, this is a film that
mnld have u.lmoet been made in

The cold, gray steel and hard
edges of a mndcm-day megalopo-
lis serve as an appropriate land-
scape for “Payback,” enhancing
tha dark aura of the atory. Direc-
tor of photogrnphy Ericson
Core's grainy imaging adds
another harsh and effective

COMING ATTRACTIONS

d-white. Chances are,
you'll coma away from it remem-
bering only one color: bloody red.
Victoria Diaz is a Livonia free
lance writer who specializes in
movie, book and theater reviews.
You can reach her by voice mail
at (734) 953-2045, then press

Scheduled to open Friday, Feb. 5

! IRRERISTIBLE®

Contomporasy love story about &
womaon with B restaurant and o depart-
mont store executiva who fall In love.
But as strange things begln to heppen,
tho man bogins to wondeor if thoro isn't
witchcraft involved. Stors Sarah
Michelle Geller, Sean Patrick Flonery.

“THE CHILDREN OF HEAVEN"
Tender and moving tale of compasslon,

« determinotion and deep family lovo

nbout 8n impoverished brother end sls-
tor In Tehron, tran.

“RUSHMORE™

Jasen Schwartzman, BIIl Murray, and
Otivia Willlems star In this coming-of-ago
«comedy of a high school student who
hos tended to everything in school
except the mast important concemn -
glds.

“PAYBACK"

“This remake |5 based on the book “The
Hunter* obout o hardbroiled criminal
who tracks down his wife s former

frlend, who ran off 1ogethor ofter double-
crassing him, Stars Mel Glbson.

“8/MTNQG PRIVATE RYAN"

Re-toleaso — stoty based In trua ovents
of six U.S. Army soldiars on assignment
behind enemy Iings to save one private,

Stars Tom Hanks.

Scheduied to open Friday, Feb, 12
“MESSASE [X A ROTTLE

White wolking on a beach o journalist
finds o bottle contalning & fova lettor
fsom 8 man to his wife. She falls In tove
with the fetter writer and sets out to
find him. Stars Kevin Castnor, Paul New-
man, Robln Weight Ponn and John Sav-
age.

*MY NAME (5 JOK™

Excluslvety at tha Maln Art, Heart folt
story of the unlikely romance between
Awa very ditforent peopls, Stos Poter

* Mullen,

“MY FAVORITR MANTIAN"
An Intergalactic comedy based on the
classic TV serios about an ambitious

reportor who stumbles upon a “mactian®
whose spoceship hes occidentally
crashHonded on Earth, Stars Jeft
Danleis, Chiistopher Uoyd, Ellzaboth
Hurlsy, Daryl Hannah.

“BLAST FROM THE PAST™

Romentic comedy of a typical American
famity who took refuge In a bomb shel-
1ef for three docades. Stars Brendon
Frasar, Aliclo Silvorstoas, Sissy Spacok.

Scheduled ta open Friday, Feb. 19
“OFFICK SMCT”

A frustrated computer programmer and
some equolly frustrated collongues
hatch a plot which could fead to a very
tuceative and oarly retiroment, Stass Jen-
nifer Anaiston, Robert Uvingston,

Scheduled to open Friday Fob. 26
“ANOTHER DAY I PARADISE™

A tragic love story sot in the world of
thieves and heroln addicts In Tulsa,
Oklahoma in the 1970s. Stars Jomaes
Woods and Melanle Gritfith,

Weird February inspires arts

'lt’a atill not

ety In lebmnry of 19891 inatead

————————

BACKSTAGE

PASS me.”

Although I'm
unsure whether
this quote
attributed to
writer Hunter S,
Thompson is
something he
actually said, 1
can't think of
better mantra
for this weirdest
of all montha.
February is a month that not
only varies in length, but in pop-
ular pronunciation. When we
hear one 'y’ or two, we tond to cut
each other some slack. After all,
it'a February.

In kecping with thia spirit of
wmrdnesa. plenty of ntu-act(nna
are t tho

ANN
DEUSt

say we
nhould colebrate them. Theatre
Grottesco founder John Flax and
company vateron Elizabeth
Wiseman offor some fodder in
this woek’s Backstago Pass.

‘We can always count on the
DIA's Detroit Film Theatre to
serve up some quirkinoss. Cura-
tor Elliot Wilholm recommends
*Six String Sam! pro-
sented Feb. 15.

“It's an American-made post-
apocalyptic rock and roll film
which features a mysterious
hero and a cannibalistic ‘Cleaver’
family. Very funny and very
strange,” he says. I never trust-
od Eddie Haskell, and now 'm
not so aure about June.

Weird Science, an ambitious

Detroit area and on Detroit Pub-
lic TV'a Backstage Pasa program
to increase your intake of the

' unusual

Theatre Grotusco, which, by
definition, means “outrageous
and larger than life,” uses in its
current touring production a the-
atrical styls known ns Buffoon-
ery, which melds humorous cle-
ments from comic and tragic
themes, This week's engagement
of “The Angela' Cradle”™ at Wind-
sor’s Capitol Theatre presented
the story of a group of odd out-
casts who hava lived in tho sub-
basement of an abandoned build.
ing for generations, and the cul-
turo clash when thoy are discov-
cred by a homelesa man. Buf-
foona originated in the European
Middle Ages whon anyone "dif-
forent” was banished from soci-

hibition which just oponed at
Cranbrook Educational Commu-
nity, offera an artistic journey
through the often peculiar pur-
suit of acientific discovery. A col-
laboration of Cranbrook’s art
museumn and institute of science,
the exhibit fontures the work of
four artists, who through such
uso of specimen fars and & cus-
tom-built chicken coop, creato a
dramatic setting for tho atudy of
reptiles and amphibians, genetic
engincering and spaco travel.
Woird Science is a highlight on
the Datroit area’s winter/apring
arta calendar, according to Mar-
shn Miro, who takea viewerson a
tour of the exhibit.

It has been a half-century
since the hoyday of tho Hastings
Streot entertalnmont district, an
arca off [-756 ncar Wayne Stato
University that thrived on such
blues artists as John Leo Hooker,

Harmonica Shaw and Uncle
Jesgsie White. They created o
recogniznble sound that was
largely unheralded nationally.

“There were many artists that
camo out of the Haatings Strect
blues cra, but, unfortunately,
there was no local record labol to
support them,” says Backstage
Pass music producer Ron Pang-
born.

“It mny have been difficult for
these artists to build Detroit's
reputation as a ceator for bluce
because we're so close to Chica-
go, which had just about every-
thing going for it in promoting
the careers of blues musiclans,
Placea like St. Louis and Mom-
phis had the benefit of cstab-
lished record labals that holped
build a blues tradition for those
cities,” Pangborn says.

Now, hore's the good news.
Many of the great artists from
Hastinga Street are still around
and performing, and their work
will finally ba available on a new
“Hastings Street Grense® collec-
tion to be released later this year
on Toledo-based Blue Suit

rds.

Harmonica Shaw, Uncle Jessio
and others from Hastings Stroet
share memorics and muaic dur.
ing an event at the Monroe
Library on February 17, and in
our studios on Backstage Paes,
airing Sunday, February 7, and
ropeated Thursday at 5: 30’ pm.
and Friday at midnight,

And remombor, it's o month
when weirdness can strike at
any time, 8o make it a good kind
of woird,



