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which goes to all homes in the
diatrict. .

Becawso lessons about sexual
harassment and child nbupe
probably would be taught in the
spring, beginning during the
1999-2000 achool yenr, parenis
wanted a reminder closer to the
timo of actual clasaca, McElroy
erplained,  ’

Several porenta became upsct
at a recent aren PTA council
mecting, when they heard what
thoy snid wap almost n warning
from McElroy.

According to Melody Josko and -

Patti Kohnert, McElroy said par-
ents would be closely acrutinized
if their children don't attend
when the lessons ave given.
“(McElroy) said they oro going
to be watched for any patterns
relating to abuso” if they are not
at the clasacs, snid Kohnert, =
Flanders parent. *... I think
they're stretching it if they think
the parent or guardian is the

* nbuser,

Jaske onid sho doesn't think
the district has tho right “to be
the polico, I just ot tho impres-
sion you have te prove your inno-
conco. I waas really taken back
when slic said this,”

Parents also apparently wero
told at the meeting that the dis-
trict did not want to send letters
of notification about the child
abuse curriculum because “they
didn't want to alert” potential
abusers, Kohnert added.

After being told later about the
district’s change of heart about
notification, Jaske said she'd
beliove it when it happens.

*“I've got to seo it first,” Josko
said. *Actiona speak loudor than
words."

Mennwhile, the parents were
upaot cnough to contact 87th
Nintrict House Rop. Androw
Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills,
He ‘tolephoned Maxficld and was
told-that parents will be notified
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after all.

“He (Maxficld) reassured me
that would not be the case,” snid
‘Raczkowski, about targeting par-
ents of no-shows. *Just because a
student’s not there that day, or
paronts found it {the material)
offensive, I found it uncon-
scionablo for parents tv bo tar-
geted right off the bat.”

Maxficld also talked to parents
about the recent PTA meeting.

“Somebody auid thero might be
some suapicions of a child being
abused” if ho or she isn't in class
tho day the losson is taught,
Mnxfield said. “Give me a break.
We'ro not going to think that

way.”

Currently the state requires
that school districts notify par-
ents obout reproductiva health
and HIV lessons, State legisla-
tors, including Raczkowski, aro
working on bills that require the
same notification for curriculum
on sexun} horassment ond per-

sonal protection, which delves
into mattora such as child abuse.

That might evon include

ding the original notifi
tion bill, which Raczkowski
admitted “was written a long
time before scxual harassment
became a big buzz word.”

“The purpose of tho (PTA)
meeting was to just get their
input,* McElroy said. “We want-
¢éd to bear apinions from around
the district. Wa'll take them to
the committee and come up with
a plan for proviews and notifica-
tion.” .

She agreed that it's under-
atandablo that parents reacted
tho way they did after that meot-

war unfairly criticized, eapos
clally on tha warrant, As it
‘turne out, the'warrant is ona
aimilar to oncs vsoed bofore,
*It just scoms strange that
all those. misdemennors were
_quashed.”
Hills police, whith ruceived
the tip, joined Royal Oak and
‘Ogklend County Sheriff
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autharitios in oxecuting &
renrch warrant at-the jnvitas.,
tion-only party; Police seized
$220,000 cach snd playiog *
cards in what was described.
as a high-stakes gambling
operation. Lo
Police nlso arrested four
men on drugs and weapons-:
chargea. it

Community Band
sponsors dinner-dance

The annual Valentine Dinner

ing, because of the itivity of
tho topics. “As a parent, I'd want
to do the snme thing; that was
the whole point of the meating.”

what is scary, but it also hos to
be interesting.”

Price gets help from her male
colleagues in parks mainte-
nance. Parks technician Jos Gui<
bord, for cxample, puts up the
gatea apd bars and tombstones
for the Haunted Hike.

It is perhaps the expressions
on the faces of her creations that
are the most stunning and real-
istic ~ and all from Price's imagi-
nation. “I make do with everydny
things from life to make these
people.”

Money is an object. So when
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we've grown to aver 361,000 cir-
culation in Oakland County to
become tho dominant print
medin in that important arepa,”
Aginion said, “Wé have also
reorganized our

omeTown
Ncws%npnra ®‘lam
subsidiary, pleased
bringing the :
Northville that we
Record, Novi have such
Nown fiford qutstand-
South  Lyon Ing t?'“"t
Hergld under avalilable
the direction of
publisher :?rp;omo-
Grace Perry. on yrom
Jeanne's within'
appointment
will givo us the Steve
opportunity to Pape
market all ~-general
these award- manager
winning nows T
popers as o
cohesive group.” .

Jim Jimmerson, O&E produc-

tion manager and a 31-year vet-
cran of the newspaper business,
will serve as interim publisher of
the Observer newspapers, which
include the Livenia, Farmington,
Garden City, Canton, Plymouth,
Redford and Woestland
Observers. He replaces Banks
Dishmon, who recently resigned
to accept the position of presi-
dent of Mid-Michigan-Nowspa-
pers based in Mount Plaasant.

I am plenased that we havo
such outstanding talent avail-
able for promotion from within,”
Pope anid in announcing the
reorganization. “These changes
will strengthen our company as
we plan our strategic goals into
the new millennium. Justin
comea from a newspaper family
who owned the Rochester Clari-
on prior to its purchase by our
company; he was raisod with
printer’s ink in his veins. Jeanne
Towar's long history of communi-
ty involvement will cnhance our
preacnce in Birmingham,” he
added, “and Jim brings a wealth
of knowledge to the Observer
position. I look forward to the
benefits of expunded contribu-
tions to our management team
from all three of these dedicnted
staffers.”

HomeTown Communications
Network, headquartered in Livo-
nia, publishes more than 60
weekly and twice-weekly com-
munity newspapers in Michigan,
Ohio and Kentucky, including
the 15 Obnerver & Eccentric
Newsapapers in suburban Wayne
and Oakland countics. The cor-
poration also includea tho Michi.
gan Directory Company, which
publishes 26 telephone directo-
ries in Michigan and northern
Kentueky.

she is creating, Prico goes out of

. her way to use things that aren't

expensive. “You try to find the
chenpest things and things you
can salvage and make into some-
thing clse.”

Discovering talent

‘There are some people who are
betting that there's plenty more
talent in Price, who says she
wished she had gone to school to
study something along these cre-
ative Jines. But Prico also says
sho had no idea she had such a
creative talent.

“This isn't aomething you
learn in scheol,” said co-worker
and city naturalist Joe Derek.
*Sho just has talent.”

Back to her real job, Price —
you've probably seca her — is tho
ana gtringing lights on trees at
¢ity hnll for the holiday scason.
But sho doesn’t stop there.
Wroaths that decorate city build-
ing during the holidays are her
handiwork, And this woman
docs not work from & pattern or
a picture to get an idea of how
wreath should look.

“I am self-taught. I just try to

uge my imagination. I try to
come up with something that
I've never scen before,” Price
said.

Already Price is thinking of .

next year, How about pirates
and the front of their ship on the
Haunted Hiko? Or how about
trying to animate the figurines?

“We are trying to experimont
on how to make them animated.
We are trying different motors,”
Price said,’

Dance sp: the Farm-
ington Community Band will be
held at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb, 12,
at the ncwly renovated Glen
Qaks Country Club in Farming-
ton Hills, You can celebrate
Valentine’s Doy at this annual
ovent featuring the FCB Dance
Band playing for your dancing
and listening pleasure. Begin

with o cocktail hour at 6:30 p.m.,
thon experience the elnboraie
Glen Onks Bulfet Dinner and
then dance the night away,  _Z
Ticket prices are $35 per p
son for dinner and dancicg.
Tablea of cight may also be
reserved, To obtain tickets call
(73;) 261-2202 or (248) 489-
3412, .

Chamber cel‘ebratesé

The Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of C: will

mium open bar, dancing to-

host a special gala event to cele-
brate the Chamber’s 35 years of
service to the business communi-
ty. This event on Saturday, Feb,
13, will be at the Excalibur Ban-
quet & Conlerence Center,
Festivities will begin at 6 p.m.
and featuro a gourmet meal, pre-

as well as gaming
tables. Chamber membera who
have been active for the entire
35 years will be honored. D)

Fickets are available to mem-
bers of the public for $100 cach
and may be acquired by contact-
lngothe chamber office at 474~
3440.
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