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o When Farmington Public Safe-

‘ty Director Gary Goss saw i tele-
vision newa veport about tho 16-
year-old Royal Oak girl arreated
for armed robbory to support a
heroin hakit, he was shocked.
“What really struck mo about
that is, when they aho\vcd her

the:u:' marching orders
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Setting an exmnple

“Do you joke about your party-
ing? About your weekend recov-
crios?” asked Estraleo Michael-
son, director of Safe & Drug-Free
Schoala for the l‘nnmngv.nn din-

. of zero

effect of community dialogue.
“My message tonight may bo
interpreted by some as a minis-
ter preaching to the choir,”
Dwyer said. "But it's my hope
(that) if we all sing the message
1 tonight, pro-

trict. “Watch cars surr

moting it to other mombers of

you becuusvsh}‘::mor is nu::; the M il oxpand
dmnken epmodn and become stronger ...
plored the audi- “Pleaso nak yourself, ‘What

picture on TV ... I tt . ‘My
ch that could ba my dnughmr,
" gaid Goss, during last week’s
Call to Action coalition-building
it. desi d to kick-start

community cfforts thwarting the
use of substances by children. “It
could be your daughter ... This
ixsun can touch any one of us.”

- Goss ~ who noted that vmuul-
ly every violent crime cor

once to: use accurato information

" for the basis of talks with chil-

dren about the perils of sub-
stances, talk to thom at as early

an ago as possible; and to.

enforce rules clearly and logical-
]

ly.

“The bottom line is aleohol,
tobacco and other drug use by
minors m.:l!tgol dangerous nnd

in 1988 in Farmington in one
way or another stemmed from
drugs or alcohol — then zeroed in
on the evening's ultimate mes-
sage.
“I believe we need to nurture
in them (youth) an attitude ¢f
intolerance,” Gosa said. “This
goes. beyond ‘Just Say No.’ It
means, ‘I won't stand for it.” "

‘Throughout tho sccond annual
summit, an audienco of about
120 school and community lead-
org, parents and students at
Farmington Training Center
received the same marching
orders:

8 Unite as a community to
take a tough, but caring, stance
ngainst the usc of aleohol, tobac-
co nnd other drugs;-

B Communicate in non-judg-
mental fashion about what
behavior is or isn't expected of
kida;

- 8 Bo positive role models, both
regarding actions and words
around young people.

wrong,
“If we do our job right we can
change attitudes and we can
change behavior.™

Foarmington Hills Polico Chief
William Dwyer began the sum-
mit by listing a number of so-far
offoctive initiatives by the
department in curtailing the
problem of alcohol and drug use
among youtha.

Get in tune

These ‘include: T.H. 1 N.K.
(Teaching, Helping, Involving,
Noticing Kids); locker drug
searches in schools; the atation-
ing of police liaison officers at
Harrison and North high
schools; an “open houso party”

di with 48 h
cited over the past threo years
for hosting parties where aleohol
was consumed; random aleohol
and tobacco sting operations,
targeting retailers for sales to
minors.

Dwyer then called on those in
the audionco to start a ripple

What to say to your

Adults must “send intolerant,
but caring messages” to children:
when they joke about things
such as partying, said Estralee
Michaelson, Farmington Publie
Schools' director of Safe & Drug-

Free Schools, during the Call to
Action summit.

Some ways to deliver such
messages arc listed here:

8 “I am concerned about whnl
Yam hearing.”
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can I do to promote zero toler-
ance in Farmington and Farm-
ington Hille?™

Also during the summit, school

officials roported key survey

findings on use of aleohol, tobac-
co and other drugs among
youths, The Co-Operation
Honlth survay (of students in.
grades five-nine) was a collabo-
rative effort of the Farmington
diatrict and Botsford Health
Care Continuum. |

Somo of the fi about 59
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I d: Estralec Michaelson, Safe & Drug-Free Schools director for Farmington

percent of mnlhvgrndcrs report-
od having had a first drink
before age 15; about 28 porcent
anid they usod marijuana at
least once; about 21 percent \f
ninth- graders who answored the
survey reported they smoue
cigarottes.

“We are no different than
other communities,” Michaelson
snid. “And the numbers, in actu-
ality, do not matter. What mat-
ters is that our kids are using as
are other kids nationally.”

Tho audience thon broke off
into amall discussion groups, to
talk about four koy questions
about zero tolerance and coali-
tion building.

Where are they?

Following the program, par-
ents oxpressed hope that the
summit could be the catalyst for

. Plense seo ORDERS, All
. .
children:
.
® “It (use of alcohol, tobacco
and other’ drugs) is xllegnl nnd
dangerous.”
@ “That offends me.”
B “That scares me.”
B “I'd like to talk further with
ou.” ’
Michaclson alse suggested par-
onts hug or kiss their children
more frequently ~ but not just to

show affection. “Watch for odors,
‘We need to bo more attuned.”

Public Schools, and Betty Nicolay of . Farmmgtzm Families in Action applau
speakers at the Call to Actmn sttmmit.

summit ﬁ*f)m p>age Al

.
needs to be drawn up to embar-
rass parents and merchants who
supply or ssll substances to
minors.

*“I think embarrassment nwps
a lot of stuff,".safid Harrison
High School student Loreal
Burns, “What if paronte who
give their kids stufl are put ...

TV? 1 don't think thuy 1 du u
again.”

During thc breakout portion of
the program at Farmington
Training Center, students made
up one of numerous groups, who
discusaed what is and isn't being
done to contﬂbuw to zero wleru
ance.

Time to talk .
The moderator for thelr group

“ was Estralee Michaolson, direc-

tor of Safe & Drug-Free Schools
for the district, All of the groups
later summarized those discus-

n't know any of this etuff until I
came to this summit.”

Amanda and other students
concurred that the student code
of conduct.necds to bo rowritten
in their jargon, in order to help
them better know what behavior
is acceptable. Michaeclson nslwd

forums during school on subjects
such as zero tolerance and the
atudent code of conduct couldn't
hurt.

“It’d bo intereating to have
open forum discussions like
u:mght mqybo once a month in

thom if they would

being part of a “youth summit”

to do just that, beginning in
arch.

“It's dumb that we'ro gotting
consequences and wo don't even
know what thoy are,” Amanda
said.

According to student Michael
Zakalik, “kida make a big joke
out of it because they don’t

" . understand what it's saying.”

*The student code.of conduct,
T've never held one in my hand,”
added Aaron Cole, who sttonds
East Migdle Sehool, .

Even parents think mwrhmg
tho dent code. of:

siona before the.entire
ised of about 120

nity leaders, students and par-

ents.

“I think zero tolerance needs
to really be enforced in our
schools because I' don’t think
(it's} ever been mentioned,” said
Power Middie School student
Amanda Mergener; “Nobody ever
talks about it. Nono of the kida
oven knows what it means, I did-

-
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would be a positive atep.

“I open that book I get every
year and it's 'yada, yada,’ * snid
Cindi Helisck, who brought son
Aaron to the summit. “It's full of
words that T don’t understand, 1
don't want to understand.

“To write the bock in a lan-
guage thdt kids understand, to
ait with them and go through
that book and literally have
them sign it as a contract ... is a
wonderful idea.”

Another view
Brandon Brown, a Harrison
student, said rogular open

don snid.

Seveml students said zero tol-
erance efforts are short-circuited
by some parents, who.aren't the
kind of positive role models they
need to be,

“Wo need to pmmow stronger
standards for our parents,”
Brandon said.

Use of substances by teens
*“does have to do with peer pres-
sure,” said Rana Zaya. “But it
also has to do with parents.”

Aaron Cole said cigarottes are
“far too accessibla in the commu-
nity ... and to get from parents.
{Cigarettes) shouldn't be out in
the open” o kids can take them.

Meanwhile, tougher enforce-
ment of the student code of con-
duct would bo a good start to
solving what Harrison sopho-
moro Dave Kinchen called a
“scary” problem,

“Zevo tolerance, we need to
have that enforced,” even
through measures such as in-
uchool drug searches, Dave aaid.

. This problem hnn to be
awppod .
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