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ere at SWOCC, we've been
working on the cable fran-
chisa rencwul process with
Titne Warner. The renewal pro-
xess gives overy, one of us the
opportunity to learn more about
Thow cable can serve as a commu-
ity communications tool in
nddition to just being a way to
Teceive TV signals. The renewal
process aldo allows us to give our
input on cable's performance
{past, present and future).
‘" Earlier this month, SWOCC
hosted focus group scesions at
the INFO TV-12 studio. Mem-
bers of the Buske Group (Dirk
Koning and Rika Welsh) con-
ducted the focus groups. The
Buske Group is n national eon-
sulting firm that aids cities and
access operations with cable
franchising.
‘Buske Group Consultant Dirk

Koning, who is
nlso exccutive
director for the
Grand Rapids
Community
Medin Center,
told participants
that "Future
tronds in the
industry foresee
cable as being a
multi-media
provider, to
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kilobits per second.” ’
Because of digital integration
made posaible by fiber optic
lines, sume cable corapanics are
planning to integrate TV and the
Internct. So, while you're watch-
ing "NYPD Blues” on one part of
the ocreen, you would be able to
rescarch information on thelr
Web site, or participate in a chat
group about the program on the
ather part of the TV scrcen.

Progressive communitics and |

include voice,
video ond data.
“There aro a lot of cable com-
panies that are looking to
upgrade their systems to include
local and long diatance telephone
servicos as well ns high-apeed
Internet accens,” Koning said.
*“Cable has the potential to deliv-
cr between five and ten megabits
per second as opposed to 28.8

cable ulzo are looking
for ways to ahare new services
with residents for socinl applica-
tions as well. Communities that
have an Institutional Network
(I-Net) allow schools, non-profit
organizations and governments
to do shared programming with
voice, video and data over o sep-
arato cable connection.

For example, all fire stations

in Grand Rapida have I-Not.
This means people at overy sta-
tion can view o closed-cireuit
video training at the same time,
This savea costa in transporting
firb fighters to ane place for
training as well as ndded safely

benofits because they remain.

close to their fire trucks.

In the Farmingteon Public
School System, I-Net allows stu-
dents from all three high schoola
te participate in the samc
Jap and German |
classes via cloged circuit TV,
Equity in curriculum and time
saved in transportation of the
children make this worthwhile.

Schools high schools even run
homework hot lines on their edu-
cational accesa channela, Teach-
ors are in the studio receiving
phone calls from students at
home. They give advico on Web
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Each week, the Recreation Divi-
ston of Farmington Hills' Depart-
ment of Special Services presents
a synopais of upcoming activities.
For further inforniation regard-
ing programs, contact the recre-
ation office at 473-9570. Pre-
registeation is required for most
activities. For matters reg, g
Farmington Hiils City Councll
agenda items, call the news llne
at 473-9532. . '
DINNER SHOW

Enjoy an evening of captivating
ptorics from around the werld,
told by Adnm Mellema, His
words will bring atories to life in
a fascinating way, The event will
take place 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
25, at the Costick Activitics Cen-
ter in Farmingten Hills, Fee is
$9 for adults and $6 for children
younger than 12,

DAY CAMP

Week long caomp runs 89 a.m. to 3
p.m, daily Feb. 16-19 at Heritage
Park Day Camip. A field trip is
included, The cost is $80 per per-

son, Pre-regiatration is required. -

Ages 8-12.
ADULY BOFTBALL
‘Thoe City of Farmington Hills ia
accepting new adult team regis-
tration for Men’s, Women's and
Co-ed Softball. Registration is
based on a first-come, first-
served bnsis. Leagues will play
one night per week. For fees and
nights of play call 473-8570.
OPEN QYM
You can exercise at the Costick
ctivities Center in Farmington
Hills. Choose fram Adult Basket-
bail: 7:30-9:30 p.m. Thursdays
and 9-11 a.m. Sundays; Teen

Ico skating at Founders-Sporta
Park is available: 7-8:50 p.m.
Tuesday and Friday; noon to
1:60 p.tn. Saturday; and 3:30-
6:20 p.m. Sunday. $3.60 resi-
donts and $6 nonresidents,
ADULT S8KXATING SESSION

Ages: 16 years and older, 8:30-
10:20 p.m. Saturdays, $3.60 resi-
denta and $6 for nonresidents.
DROPN HOCKEY

Drop-in hockey will be 11 p.m. to
12:60 a.m. every Saturday. Fee
$7. Ages 16 and up. Full hockey
pear must be worn , including
helmota, Under 18 years of age,
face mm‘ik must be worn, ID

ball: 3-5 p.m. 8

and 1-3 p.m. Sundays; Adult Vol-
leybali: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sun-
doys; Family Gym & Swim:
12:30-3 p.m. Saturdays. Cost to
participate for residents 17 and
younger is $2, nonresidents $4.
Residents 18 and over $3 and $5
for nonrcaidents. Call 473-9570.

PUBLIC SXATING
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STICK HANDLING
Stick-handling will bo

canopy or the Heritage Park
sheltors starting Monday, Feb. 1,
at the Recreation office. You
must poy rent and doposit when
you reserve, Call 473-8570 for
sheltor capacity and fees:

SWIM LESSONS i

Lessons from parent/ tot to
adults are available beginning
the week of Feb. 22 at the
Costick Activities Centér pool.
The pool's temperature is 86
degrees. The scssion will run for
soven classes. A $35 pre-regis-
tration fee is required at the
Recreation Office.

EUCHRE

Sign up as an individual or as a
team for an evening of playing
auchm‘ at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 19.

11 a.m. to 12:50 p.m. every Tucs-
day and Fridoy. Helmets
required for all. Practice puck
handling and passing skills.
SHELTER RESERVATIONS
Farmington Hills and Farming-
ton residents can reserve the

LASIK Vision Correction is now
available in Farmington Hills!

Thousands of people have traveled outside the United States {a experience the

life-changing miracle of LASIK vision correction. This painfess, prvvmd
h dress, any
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Aichigan.

Mrs fean K. Weston
Kindergarten Teacher

1 wore glasses oll my life,

Perrie Knorr
School Psychologist

correcl

The Fannington Laser Eye Center now ! hmﬁ Michigars most advanced LASIK
C Fiander, the cenler’s Medical Disector, is

Here's what 2 fesv dlear-visloned fricnds have to say:

1 wone hard contads since 1971, § could not even drive without commedive lenses before LASIK. After
surgery my eyes adjusted very easily, and my vision is steadily improving. it is wonderfull

and trifocals for the last 12 years ! wus 20 X 350 in one eye! Now I cun gel bﬁv
day without glasses My 21-year-old daughter is going to see Dr. Fiander for LASIK as soon us possil le!

most expetienced practitioner ol

facibty to yout Dr. Donatd
msl K eye surgery in

all

and prizes ara
included as part of the $12 per
team or $6 per person fee. The

K ‘Let us know what's
important to you
regarding your current
cahle service and
potentlal future sor-
vices.

Caren Collins
—SWOCC exceutive director

pites to got the information.
Sometimes' the Wob sites aro
brought up “live" on the channel
for students who don't have
access to tho Internet.

With major advances in tech-
nalogy, the pessibilitics are end-
leas. Wa thank those who partic-

Franchise renewal: It’s time to express your opinions

jpated in these focus groups
beeause we necd your commenta
as to how best to serve your
wants.

The now franchiso agreement
will extend into the next centu-
ry. This is the timo to expreos
your concerns and commonts.

Lot us know what's important
to you regarding your current
cuble servico and potential

" futuro services,

You can call, writo or e-mail ua
at SWOCC. The tolephone num-
bor is (248) 473.-7266. Our
address in 24021 Research Drive,
Farmington Hills, MI 48336.
Qur ¢-mail addresa is ccollins@
ci. farmington-hills. mi. us

Caren Colling is the executive
director for the Southwestern
Oakland Cable Commission.

:tion program offers you and
' yout.family pot an i

P etAPet program needs you

" 'Tho Pet-AsPot animal visita-

Pots should be friondly aind
well behaved, and must have
current inntion records.

!to start the new year by bring-

. ing happiness to others, Volun-
teers with the group make

ing homes, hospitals and hos-
piceanll aver the motro area.
Pet-A:Pot has been active in
the metro area for over 10
yoars and wag recontly the
- focua of an extensive journalis-
tic offort by photographer and
suthor Renee Egordi from San
- Diego, Culif. Esordi is compil-
-ing a book on pet therapy and
spent two weeks with Pet-A-
Pet, taking over 100 pho-
tographs. She returacd to tho
area for Christmas and is
: hopeful that tho book will be
hlished ime in August.

p will be at the Hi
Park Visitor Center, Pre-regis-
tration is required.
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* Volunteor oponings are
available in aeveral facilitics,
including the latest addition,
* ths Lutheran Home of Livonia.

. There is a $6 mombership fee..

monthly visits to schools, nurs-

" of the month

Viaits are acheduled once a
month and usually last-about
ono hour. If you are interested

in volunteering contact: -
' @ Botsford Continuing:
Health Center A

10 a.m. tho second Saturday

Estelle (734) 464-8006

M American House

10 a.m. the second Saturday
aof the month

Anita (248) 471-3695

W McAuley Center

10 n.m. the sccond Tuesday
of tho month

Cathy (248) 849-7185

B Greenery Extended Care
Center - .

10:30 a.m. the lst Wednes-
doy of the month

Lori (313) 533-0222

“You really ace a haven for my Mom, M. K., |

...and we love

A.F. - Plymouth

our Residents!

to Mom’s nceds. These words do nat adequately
define our feelings towards you and your

people...wha have lefe a positive, indelible
i ion.” D.T. - Northville

“There are no words that can tell you all what

I have been a physician foc 18 years and...the
: 2t Woodh ; 3

Special Note for Firefighters! nlmos;he:e" and the

I
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1 can’t thank you enough.”

1 both its home-like
i ') .

: of the t rooms  n wonderful job you do. Your Staff has always
Some firefighters have hicalth coverage for laser vision correction. and grounds, Whenever 1 am asked for n  been so cheerfui...careful and understanding.”
Contact your benefits manager for more Information. dation, Woodh will definitely be K. & A.H. - Livonia

*The dedicated people of Woodhaven shine by
offering themselves unequivacally — their talents,
their labor and their love.”

J.W. end M. & B.R. - Brighton

“On keeping with the holistic values of your
mission, you made Mickey's return from the
hospital both comfartable and ceassuring.

at the top of the lisel” Dr. M.M. - Livonia

“Words can not express my gratitude to all of you
at Woodhaven. 1 know my Mother received the hest
care thete, Please know your love (o your Residents
does not go unanticed.” L.S. - Farmington Hills

*Thank you for the loving care Mom received
at your wonderful facility from your dedicated

The first 1,000 paticats who schedule a consultation will receive LASIK surgery on both
eyes for only 52999 « méulnﬂy $4400! Includes pre- and post-operative visits.

L Call today for details.

888-747-1-SEE

Seaff.” R. . Farmington Hills  Thank you for the many smiling faces of your
(888-747-4733) “Please accept our appreciation for the sincerity of  veey hospitable Seaff.” EM. - Redford
: d purpose your Staff demonstrated when ministering
Farmington Laser Eye Center ADULT DAY CARE.
30160 Orchard Leke Road, Suite 100 . G@ e andes nalatis Breugh Tho Saror Atuce)

Farmingfon Hills, M| 48334
Visit our ivel Site of hitpfwwv.lasikdetrolt.com

transporiation, housekeepin:
and gc‘:xllua.. p 3

$3-54 par hour ]

WOMDHAVEN

INDEPENDENT LIVING with moals, 1
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