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Car-lovers find computer useful

. .
The hot Florida
sun baked
down on the
backs of the
three engincers
as they hun-
kered down -
over a bank of
laptop comput-
ors, atudying
screens with
changing dis-
plays of num-
bers, grnplw and ﬂickenng
:mngca

Fifty feet away, 29 race cars
screumcd post ot speeds well
over 200 mph,

Welcome to the converging
world of the geeks and the .
gearheads,

“Such was the scene last |
woek in Homestead, Fla. dur-
ing the'annual *Spring Train-
ing” session for the CART rac-
ing circuit. All tho big names |
in racing were there, Unser.
Andretti, Vasser, Even Paul
Newman. All the hottest open-

. wheel cars, too.

But while the car is indeed
the ultimate star, perhaps the
most unsung hero is the
microchip,

For chips, and the comput-
ors they power, play a huge
role in the pits and on tho race-
track. They control and moni-
tor crucial engine functions
that not only help the sleck
apeedsters run moro efficiently
but make racing safer. And all
that technological nesistance
eventually translates into more
eficient and safer family vehi-
cles,

“That’s why we race,” said
John Quigley, dircctor of rac-
ing for Vistcon Automotive
Systems, the Ford Motor Co.
enterprise that I watched last
week during the Floridn time
trials. “Think of the racetrack
as the ultimate proving
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" tion, water

tion. Radio signals transmit
duta on ignition, fuel consump-
and cil

Enduro, Formula One and
even tho Awmcrica's Cup sailing

pressure as the black and gray
No. 20 Visteon car circles the
track. The bank of Compaq
laptops in the pits instantly
crunch the numbers and spit
out detailed ropom and visual
displays.

Wutchmg the numbcra,
engineors can “coach” driver
P.J. Jones on adjustments he
can make from the cockpit and
what the pit crew can chango
a8 Jones wheels in from the
track.

Bob Schultz is an cnmneer-
ing technologist for Vistcon
racing. He lives in Waterford,
but pretty much from now
through tho end of the racing
season will spend moat of his
time on the mud or at race-
tracks,

And it pays off. Five years
ago, a Phaso 6 Engine Control
Unit was intreduced for For-
mula One racing. That system,
perfected in the racing environ-
ment, was later adapted for
mainstream use and is today &
regular part of Ford Motor Co.
production ears and trucks. It
processes some 10 million com-
puter commands per sccond.

Right now, auto éngincers
are looking with excitement. at
other innovative solutions that
aro being refined in racing. Jim
Katzen, a Visteon engincer
from Ypsilanti, was in Home-
stend showing off a Digital
Driver Display Wheel that fea-
tures, among a host of comput-
erized and technological
udvuncemenf.s a multipage

Visteon's race

center

enginecer is Kirk McNeil o!‘ Ann
Arbor. Working out of the pits
and a state of the art technolo-
gy trailer that provides race-
track support, he pointed toa
tablet-sized personal computer
that spits’'out data from tho
official Omega timing clock.
The wireless PC provides the
driver inatantanecus and
detailed information on his lap
times, standings in the pack
and averago speed.

Tom Neuhart is a marketing
specialist for Visteon racing.
He says the technology perfect-
ed on the track has given the
auto supplier a competitive
edge in the industry. “We're
working on hardware, software
and contml strategies to make
our racing and automotive cus-
tomers successful,” he said the
other day, shouting to be heard
nbove the exhilarating roar of
the engines, “This is like a top
gun school for our engineers.
This is the elite. This is whero

ground. It's a perfect perfor- - technology and training bring

mance model for our people, real results.”

our technology process and our Visteon also supports other -

products.” . mung forms, like thogo of the .
For 1 pro- ican LeMans Series, thu

vide critical y informa- National Hot Rod Assoct

that shows vital driving infor-
mation’on the steering wheel,

Dinne Creasy manages sales
ond ‘marketing for Visteon's
Global Techunology Develop- *

- ment division..

“Loak around you,” she said,
sweeping her hand i in an arc
ncross the track; shimmering
in the 82-degree hent. “This is
technology being pushed to the
Jlimit. And while racing is a lot
of fun and a great npprt, what
we're really doing is advancing
tho future. And Q.hnt's excit-

ing! ©

You can follow the story of -
Visteon racing on its Web site
(www.visteon.com), and on the
Web site of its racing partner,
Patrick racing (www.patrick-
racing.com). To leap up to date
on CART racing, check out ita
Web site (www,cart.com),

Mike Wendland covers tech-
nology and the Internet for
NBC stations and iz heard
talking about computers 4-6
p.m. Saturday and Sunday on
AM1270, WXYT in Detroit,

READING, RECEPTION, & AUTOGRAPHING FOR
DUTCH'S BRAND NEW NOVEL

‘BE €COOL!
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Meet Michigan's most famous writer as he
retums to Borders Downtown Birmingham to
celebrate the release of his new novel, Be
Cool. (Delacorte, $25.00)! Following the
success of Cuba Lidre-five weeks on the New
York Times bestseller list~Elmore Leonard is
back, and he's brought Get Shorty's Chili
Palmer along for the ride. An unforgettable
and hilarious insider’s look at Holtywood as
onty Dutch could write it, Be Cool also takes
readers on a back-side tour of Tinseltown's
othe big business--the music industry. Be cool,
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CARRIER OF THE MONTH

Mark Koztowski has been
named tho Farmington Observ-
or's Carrier of the Month for
December,

Mark lives in Farmington
Hills with his parents, David
and Borbara, and has three
older sistera, Kristy, Bridget and
Ellen. He is in ninth grade at
Brother Rice High School and
enjoys nlgebra and Spanizh,
Mark plans to get through high
school and collego before making
any long-term choicea for his
futuro. .

Earning his own money is
what Mark likes most about his
routo. It has also helped him to
learn how to deal with people
and handle money.

Mark Kaxiowskl

Assisted Living Residence

Gracious living & supportive care .

Waltonwood of Royal Oak
Opening soon!

. Thitteen Mile Road
' across from Williarn Beaumont Hospisal

3450

the finest in assisted living at Waltonwood of - |
Royal Oak. Our elegant apartments provide an ideal seuting
for pcrwnallzcd care and quality services. Visit our new - )
community in the heart of the city and sce why older adules ..
are anticipating our spring opening. C/nd' aut thae benefits:
# Private studio and onc-bed furni -
B Professional, courteous staff to assist with pcnoml needs
® Nutritious meals secved in an elegant dining room

8 Housckeeping and linens 2
] Bnu:y shop, gift slwp nnd mvmng common arcas
M Activities, outings, p and more.

For more information, call (248) 549-6400.
Waltonwood communities offer the finest
in independent living and assisted living.
R Call today for a-personal rour:
Rochester Hills  Novi as Tivelve Oaks  Canton
(248) 375-2500 . (248) 735-1500 _ (734) 844-3060
T {epening summer) - -
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