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.- Celtlc heart: White gold heart

endant with diamond, Yanke
f)esigns in Franklin ($975).

Ask the
Jewelry Lady

. Thn Jewclry Lady voices her educat-

'ed and heartfelt opinion on Valen-
tino gems, apprafsers and face-
slimming jewels.
* Dear Jewelry Lady,

My girlfriend is trying to loso weight,
a0 I suppose giving her a box of choco-
lates is out of the question. I don’t think
that sho'd like heart-shaped jewelry for
Valentine's Day. What do you suggest?

Sophisticated in Southfield

Dear Sophisticated,

The Jewelry Lady applauds your sen-
gitivity to your girlfriend’s diet — and

' your concern about her taste in jewelry.

You just might be n suburban Renais-
sanco man. Howover, your aversion to
heart-shaped jewelry is mystifying. The
hentt shape is aa much a classic as the
round or teardrop, bath of which are
open to the wild imagination and inter-
pretation of the jewelry designer.

That aaid, there is really no reason to
confine yourself to hearts when there is
8o much else out there in the jewelry
design universe. Amethyst is often a
favorite Valentine's choice, as it ia the
birth gem of February — as woll as ruby,
for its heart-red uppearance, While these
are all great ways for jewclera to pro-
mote tho holiday, there ia nothing to pre-
vent you from buying any color or design
you wish, So bo o sweatheart and get out

“there and buy something already!

Dear Jewelry Lady,
« My insurance company informed me
that I need to hnve my jewelry appraised

in order for.it to bo properly covered,
~How do I find an honest jeweler — and ~
“‘what'a n fair price to pay for an
-appraisal?

Concerned in Clarkston

Dear Concorned,

The Jewelry Lady has a strong convic-
tion that despite popular belief (and
many Dianc Sawyer speciala), moat jew-
eclers arc honest. However, if you happen
to do business with the odd duck who is,
shall we sny, ethically challenged, it can
be & less-than-plensant experience. To
avoid this problem, start by asking
around. Do any of your friends or family
members have a favorite joweler? What
about your accountant or your dector, or
better yot, your lawyer?

Try to find a jeweler who has been

lished in the ity. Another
clue is affilintion. American Gem Society
(AGS) members have to meet a high
standard of business ethics in order to
join and maintnin membership. (Howev-
‘or, Inck of AGS membership by no means
indicatea n Jack of cthics,) Next, visit a
fow atores to got a feel for each store and
appraiser.

Once you are comfortable with your
choice, you will probably find the
appraisal charge to be reasonable. A
quick survey of local jewelers roveals
that there is no sot way to chargo for
appraisals. Some charge by the hour,
others by the pieco nnd yet othera by the
carat weight of the diamond. Some
include photes, others charge extra for
this service.

So if price is a big insue, shop nmqnd.

Home is
where
the art is
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BY LINDA BACHRACK
PHOTOS BY JERRY ZOLYNSKY

This ia the first in a continuing series of personal atyle profiles. We want to
know how you express yourself. Are you the woman who ncver leaves the house
without her signature hot? Do you collect funky shoes or inferesting cycglass
framea? Maybe you're the guy with the zany tic collection. What about your
‘home? Docs it shout, "Hey, this is Ann’s house ~ the woman whose handpainted
furniture fills cvery room?” There are lots of ways to let your personality shine.
Let us share your stylin® secrets. Send your personal style ideas to Malls & Main-
streets, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham, M1, 48009 or fox to Linda Bachrack ot (248)
901-2567. The E-mail address is at the top of this page. Hope to sce you on these
pages soon.

t has been just ono year sinco Carolyn Krieger-Cohen walked into a ho-hum
house in the burbs and fell in love deapito its rather drab interior. Of course,
it did have an incredibly aybaritic queen-sizo maater bath with a hugo
Jacuzzi tub. But beyond that, it was the “possibilities” that appealed to Krieger-
pol;;n. She made an offer on the home with her husband over
inside.

Krieger-Cohen is not a compulsive shopper. She doesa’t have the time. With
two young children and a thriving public relations business, this woman of the
millennium oves-achedules each and every day, But sho does have wildly ere-
ative ideas and she was determined to bring them to fruition in redecorating
her new home. Tho challenge was to furnish and accessorize on a budget, and
she wasn't afraid to use a little elbow grease,

“T.J. Maxx, Marshall's, Target and Michael's became my obscssive haunts,”
says Krieger-Cohen. “Unfortunately, I could only drop in for 15 minutes
between clients or on my way to pick up the girls from dance class” She mado
ﬁ;t:;a }15 minutes count, however, and her style aavvy ia evident in every room
o e house. .

MIRRORED IMAGES

For instance, Krieger-Cohen points to
the wall-size mirror that graces the
entrance foyer. “My in-laws had threo
huge mirrors in their basement and I
grabbed the lot, knowing I could embell-
ish them and give them renewed life.” On
B the doy of the big January snowstorm,
¥ cshe walked the aisles at Michael's, filling
her basket with mosaic tiles and atones,
ribbons, moss, dried flowers and fruits,
She bordered the entry mirrer with the
4 glass and stone pleces, then set her sights

on the dining room mirror, giving it a
swag of ribbons, hydrangeas, dried apples

{ sive projects that provide eye-catching
impact. L
d Krieger-Cohen decorated her living
room sround a camel-and-white-striped
chair she discovered at Gorman's outlet
store in Southfield. With the chair in
mind,she painted the walls a toasted almond color, hung wood blinds in the bay
window and ndded two faux suede sofas from Jennifer'’s Convertibles in Birm-
ingham. Antique roae floral pillows add touches of color, and a copper and wood
coffeo tabla lends a measuro of sophistication.
SMALL FEAT
But it's the little decorative nccessoriea that really excite KriegerCohen. “1
browso through ) often snippi then look for those ftems in
local shops where they're usually much less expensive.” Her rescarch shows in
tho living room's “little extras,” like the ctched stone eggs from Hagopian and
the wire dleaticks from Festiviti Birmingham stores, and an antique-
Jook metal urn and bowl ($9 each) from Silk Warch in Rock fini
itk and velvet pillowa cluster on chairs, $12 finds from JCPenney.

- Interior motives: Carolyn Krieger-Cohen shows off er dccarﬁting expertise in the living
room of her West Bloomfield home. The decoupaged buffet (left) is a Krieger-Cohen orig-,
inal, designed and completed on a budget.

4 and oranges. Both were simplo, inexpen- -

COHLA LA

Her pride and joy, however, are the reincarnated wall units inthe living room.
She took the old Formica cabinets and, with the help of her designer friend
Teresa Ligenza of DiCicco Designs in Farmington Hills, transformed them into
works of art using Ralph Lauren crackle paint, a little sand paper, some imagi-
nation and a few rubber stampa.

“Wo roughed up the cabinots, then applied a baso coat, When we painted on
tho crackle-finish topcont, it began to crackle before aur cyes. It really looks
authentic,” says Kricger-Cohen. She thon used interesting fonts to typeset
French words which she transferred to acetate and projected on an opaque pro-
Jector. With Ralph Lauren “Ballroom Gold” pnint, she artfully painted c'est mag-
nifique, je t'aime, les fleurs and other mots Francaise across the cabinets, The
?{n{}iunit hardware, n menageri of golden knobs, came from Target and Cargo

old. .

BOUNTIFUL BUFFET )

Krieger-Cohen's other major project took place in the dining room where she
turncd the shiny white Formica built-in buffet into an old-world mural. Finding
a still-life fruit poster, she mea-
sured, color-copied and
enlarged the image, called her
friond Teresn, and the two of
them figured out how to
decoupage the antiqued fruit
onto the buffet. “We cven
singed the edges of the paper
panels to give it a more
authentic feel.” Once the pan-
ols were varnished, Kricger-
Cohen rog-painted the gray
top. The fruits of her lobor
must be seen to bo believed,

Of course, the housc is n
work in progress. The upstairs
bedrooms of Krieger-Cohenls
two daughters, Alissa and
Alanna, are visions in pink.
Mom has added her signature
touches, including ribbon-

| trimmed mirrors and decora-
tivo finishes on tho walls. The
kitchen, guest bath and family
room also showcase her cre-

1 ntivity and originality.

“Il just be somewhere and
think ‘these will work perfectly
in my bathroom or in the din-
ing room,” saya the would-be
interior decorator. “And if it
costs under $40, I usually grab

it

Parislan panache: The
crackle-painted wall
unit was once a plain
Formica cabinet.
Krieger-Cohen added
French words and
funky kardware.

Check to see that your fewelry app
is accredited with the GIA (Gemological
Inatitute of Americn), the AGS (Amori-
can Gem Society) or the FGA (Fellow
Gomological Assaciation — of Groat
Britain), Also ask if they have a com-
plete gem lab, with all the appropriate
equipment and a sot of maater stones.

Dear Jowelry Lady,

1 have a round face and i'm wondering
what earrings I should buy to make my
face look thinner.

Big Cheeks in Roch

News of spoclal evonts for shoppers is included
in thiz calendar. Send information to: Malls & Main.
streets, c/o Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 805
East Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009; or fax (248)
644.1314. Deadline: Wednesday & p.m. for publica-

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

SCENT OF ROMANCE

Receive a chocolate heart or rose with any fra-
grance purchase of $36 or more at Soka Fifth
Avenue, Somerset Collection.

BE MINE ~ FASHIONABLY

tion on Sunday. .
"I‘UBDAV FEBRUARY 9 :
RRRR-OAD RAGE *

More than 45 million peoplja' vent their rage on the

Trunk Show of Hino & Malee with representative
Elaine Louie. Continues through Saturday, Feb. 13.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
DYNAMOS

road on any given day, to o study
ed by AAA. To holp tar:du the rage, AAA Michigan
a i P 4 0

Doar Cheeks,

To avoid looking lke n full moon over
Miami (or Rochestor, for that matter)
avoid large, round earrings, or any othor
shape that points or extends horizontal-
1y for that unattractive Bozo effect.
Chooso instead n design that draws the
oyo up or down your aarlobo. For exam-
plo, if you like hoops, choose a more
angular than round dosign, Keep in
mind that it's unroasonnblo to expect
your earrings to do tho wholo face-slim-~
ming job. It's The Jewclry Lady’s opinion
that some hair volume on tap of your
head will also help offset the moonbeam
look you're trying to aveid. )

Fax your Jewelry Lady questions to
048 5820223 or call (248) 542-4012.

P g Road Rage -
Angoer Management fo{ Drivers,” 3 p.m., Baldwin

*Now Odyescy,” a trio of gentlomen who perform
on 30 difforent instrumenta, porform at Livonia
Mall at 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Bop to musical

Public Library, Birmi Also , Feb, 10,
at 6:30 p.m, in Farmington Hilla, Call (248) 553-
8700.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21

ar from Becthoven to the swing era,
complete with camedy, special effects and lighting.
Livonia Mall, 7 Mile and Middiebelt roads, Livonia.

HEALYHY HEART

BEYOND COOL

Chili Palmer is back in Elmore Leonard's newest
book Be Cool, Join Chili in an unforgettabls, hilari-
oua insidors look at Hollywood as only Dutch could
write it. Moot Birmingham's own Dutch Loonard at
a special reception and booksigning, 7:30 p.m., Bor-
ders Booka & Musie, 34300 Woodward, Birmirigham

The book is being released in conjunction with th!l
booksigning.

INSTVE
Roz & 8horm hosta the complote Spring/S

Int ition of Heart Awaronoss Week, the
American Hoart Associntion, in cooperation with
Henry Ford Heart and Vascular Center, presents a
Health Expo at Oakland Mall. The expo includes
blood pressuro screeninge, cooking demos and activi-
ties for the entire family, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Call (248)
£67-8500 ext, 227 for moro information.

CINDERELLA 8TORY

Wonderland Mall and Helkon Puppets present
“Cindorella” a froe, live stage production, 12 and 4
p.m., Boardwalk Cafes Food Court. Performances

Sundm}'-‘ob. ldotl ond 4 p.m.

Tol-Twelve Mall offers shoppers gift-giving ideas
for Valentine’s Day in & special Valentine’s Da
Fashion and Gift Show at 1 p.m. in the South Mnﬁ
Corridor across from Old Country Buffet, Elite
Fashion prosents “The World's Most Beautiful Men ~
How a Lady Should Bo Treated,” a thoater-style
show featuring merchandise from mall stores. Music
by saxophonist Herbie Russ.

____ SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
LOVE AT LAUREL PARK .

For Valentine’s Day, Laure] Park Place expresses
ita appreciation to customera by distributing a freo
rosq to women who encounter the Valontine gentle-
men greeters, Also, visit any mall shop for a Valen-
tina Trivia form. Drop tho form in the entry box at
centor court for a chance to win prizos that includa n

kend Godiva chocol and a Victoria’s

Secret gift certificate.
BARBIE BONANZA
Calling oll Barbie colloctora, The “We Love Barbio™

Barbie & Friends Doll Show takes place at the Ply-1
mouth Cultural Center, 11 a.m.-4 p.m, Admission 3.'5'
and $2/kida ngea 4-12. The

e show is exclusively Bnr-i
bies for sele, old and new. 526 Farmey, Plymouth.




