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BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAYY WRITER

Mort Crim cruise
mixes sun, wisdom

" Clinton scandal rather than

covering issues closer to their

Moaort
Crim, for-
mer news
anchor on
WDIV-TV,
will play
host to n
AAA Michi-

cruise April
26 to the
Eastern
Caribbean,
providing a
bit of wis-
dam aolong .

with the sunshine.

Crim will host a trip on the
Grand Princoss, April 26 to
May 2, with atops at St.
Thomas, St. Maarten and the
-private Princess Cay. The cost

anges from $1,418 for an
inside cabin to $2,622 for a
mini-guite with balcony.

“I've becn on cruises several
times before,” Crim said.
“When my wife (Renec) and I
were married, we took a honey-

mooen cruise.”
Crim is founder and chief
executive of Mort Crim Com-
munications Inc. Crim is also a
motivational speaker nnd the
; puthor of “Second Thoughts,” a
‘book of positive anecdotes
drawn from his nationally syn-
:dicated radio fenture, heard on
-|; 1,000 stations around the coun-

Cim

try.

“There will be a book auto-
- graphing of 'Second Thoughts.'

joke that is costs two grand
for the book and the cruise is
|| free,"Crim said.

Crim will be giving a speech
on board similar to the speech
that he gives to busincas
groups around the country. He
will address his deep concerns
about the news media and pub-
lic reaction to newa coverage.

“The public is discouraged,
. cynical and 1 think this is dan-
s gerous to democracy,” Crim
.anid, *I try to put things into
perspective.” :

He said the current political
situntion has fueled some of
the concern he perceives. He
snid many question the medin
about their coverage of the

Crim said he doesn’t regret
for a minute his decision to
leave his position as news
anchor.

“Not from day one,” he paid.
“I misa the people, 1 have
friends there. But it became a
question of been there, done
that. I waa ready. for o chal-
lenge. It was not done in anger
ar haste.”

He snid owning his own com-
munications company had been
a longtime dream. In the six
years since starting Mort Crim
Communications, he asid the
company has been growing
steadily and now has 25 full-
time employees and numerous
free lance writers working on
corporate videas, convention
planning and other projecta.

“I've lenrned a lot about busi-
ness and the same values that
make a good journalist or edi-
tor apply to business,” he said.

Crim said he would like to
turn his “Second Thoughts”
into a scrics of booka and is
currently at work on “Second
Thoughts About Sccond
Chances.”

On the uproming cruise,
Crim said: “Having fun is an
essential part of my phileso-
phy. If a person isn't having
fun in life, something is out of
balance. If we sct our minds to
it and understand how to do it,+
we can find something fun (or
at least mildly amusing) about
any job or respanuibility/ What
better place to share some of
my idens than on a cruise ship
- a place where practically
everyone ean have fun.”

The Grand Princess has been
referred to as “a floating
amusement park” and a “float-
ing feost.” The 835-foot-long
ship offcra plenty of options,

On the 18th level is Skywalk-
ers Nightclub suspended 150
feet nbove water and accessed
by a moving skywalk. There i’
a Voyngo of Discovery, featur-
ing the latest in virtual reality
rides and video games. For
more information, contact at
AAA Michigan travel agent or
call 1-(BODMIAAA-MICH (222
6424).
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February is national cruiso .

month,

When winter kas the nosth in
its icy grip, the iden of a cruise
through warm Caribbean waters
is very appealing.

In early December, Sandy and
Gary Milis attended a Cruise-A-
Thon Conference spansored by
Travel Trade Publicotions and
Cruise Lines Internationnl Asso-
ciation to learn. the Iatest about
cruise vacations, Sandy Milis
operates the Joyful Journey
Trave! Inc. travel agency out of
her Livonia home.

“People ¢an {ind rulnxnti;m,»

rejuvenation and excitement,”
suid Sandy Milis about cruising.

“There ure n variety of new des- -

tinations to go to, an opportunity
to sco many different ports of
call and the attractions at the
ports of call.”

At the Cruise-A-Thon, the
Milisea attended workshops and
training scesions, inspected
three ships - the Big Red, Carni-
vo) Fantusy and Disney Magic -

. and received an in-depth look at
the Disncy combined vacation
option.

“This was my first Cruise-A-
Thon and Travel Trade conven-
tion. I was surprised by how
intense and thorough tho train-
ing was,” Sandy Milis said.
““Thoy focused on different types
of tours, tour packages available,
how to increase market share in
the community, niche eruiscs,
home-based ngents, It's a grow-
ing trend to work from home and
belong to o consortium.”

Milis had nlways been the
family travel planner and
reunion organizer. She also
planned conferences for her
church. It seemed natural to
make a move toward doing trav-
ol arrangements professionally.
In 1997 she responded to o news-
paper ad about a seminar in Ann
Arbor.

“Within two weeks, I decided
thig wis what I wanted to do

idhmy husband took me to
raining sessions while I was in

a wheelchair and on crutches
.. from foot surgery,” she said.

On June 11, Sandy and her
husband will escort a multigen-
crational cruise on the Disncy
Magic. L

Milis was impressed and
inspired by Art Radney of Disney

k-

Brew spot: The Common Grounds coffee house is one of many eating places on the

Disney Magic.

who spoke passionately about
how to sell cruises. The Milises
ot an intensivo inspection of the
Magic with Matthew Quimet,
exccutive vice president of Dis-
ney Cruise Line.

“Disncy is aiming ot firat-time
cruisers, seven-day packages
with 3-4 days ot Disney world,
then cruise,” Milis said. “They
provide a seamless experience.
You're met by Disney folks at the
airport. At the hatel you get one
key that fita your room and your
cruise cabin. You are transport-
ed by comfortable buses and
taken over to tho port (Port
Canaveral), Because you've
alrendy been checked in, you go
right to your cabin.”

Milis aaid this “scamless”
approach is aimed ut getting
land travelers to go on cruises.
Diancy has created a-cruise ship
that's nostalgic and family
friendly, two key ingredients to
the famous Disncy theme parks.

“Disncy Magic is a modern-day
ship with the looks and style of &
traditional line of the '30s and
'$0s. 1t's o' 'steek, ¢lassic ship,”
she said. o .-

Pasacngera aro welcomed into
a throe-story atrium. From there
the ship is divided into areas
with appeal for different mem-
bers of the family. One deck is
daovoted to children. .

The children’s deck is divide:
by age group. The Oceancers

Club is for children 3-8 yenrs old,
tho Oceaneers Lah is for children
9.12 years old. Common Ground
is'a coffechouse for teenngers 13-
17 with computers, a CD wall
and games. o

- *The children’s aren was really
impressive with a computer ata-
tion, playground and Disney
characters to meet them,” Milis
said,

Boon compan-
fons: Sandy
Milis of Livo-
nia receives
some travel
tips from
Minnie Mouse
on board the
Disney Magic.

The trip planned by Milises
will include the regulnr five-year
reunion of Sandy’s family and
her parent's 50th anniversary.
But thero aro epenings for the

* public’starting at $899,

Milis is nlso working on an
Alnskn cruise.

For more information, cnll
Milis at (734) 622-3304.

YOUR STORIES

We want to hear from you!
Where have you been, what have
you been doing? Have you scen
the pyramids of Egypt or the
Parthenon in Greece? Have you
_taken a cruise or hoed in

“By lowering the cost of airfnre
throughout the state, more
Michigan travelers will be able
to afford to fly to destinations
where they vacation and do busi-
ness.”

“Fly Michigan" fares apply to

the frozen north? We want to
know, to share your stories and
pictures with your neighbors.

-travel within Michigan only. All
of Northweat’s Michigan mar-
kets ore included in the reduced
faro program: Detroit, Knlama-
zo0, Be'nton . l‘_Hnrbzr,

' Call Hugh Gallagher at

' 1734)953-2118 or c-mail at hgal-

;" lagher@ oe.k net
LOWER FARES

Gaov. John Engler and North-
west Airlines announced a new,
reduced intrastate fare structure
called *Fly Michigan.” The “Fly
Michigan” program offers o 14-
day andvance farc of $69 cach

Flint, Grand Rapids, Lansing,
Marquette, Musrkegon, Pell-
ston/Mackinac Island, Traverse
City, Alpena, Sault Ste. Marie,
and Soginaw/Bay City/Midland,
Advance purchase fares requiro
a Saturday night atay, and other

way for travel b outstate
Michigan and Detroit, a savings
of 356 percent. Walk-up farcs
between outstate Michigan and
Detroit are $139 cach way, or a
savings of up to 40 percent. “Fly
Michigan™ also offers low intra-
Michigan fares of $10 more each
way when traveling via

“This iz great news for the
travel industry in Michigan,”
snid Susy Avery, newly nppoint-
ed director of Travel Michigan.

reservations

call
{313) 568.8600

DETROIT
A8 resen add
Jaanuvel.
RENAISSANCE CENTER
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In my family, learning
is everything.

«2‘:.-3« oy
Books don't just enlighten.
They empower. Our children
are Enwing up knowing
this, A good education is one
of the most imgormm things
we can give them. And we
will, with the help of US.
Savings Bonds.
Through the Payroll Snvir:i;s
Plan, we put aside
something with every
payday. Ani little by little,
1t will add up to college for
our children.

Ask your employer or banker
about saving with US. Savings
Bonds. Forall the right reasons.

,..&r TOSAVINGS £\

restrictions may apply.
Northwest Airlines and its Air-

link partner, Mesaba, operate

more than 520 flights daily from

Detroit Wayne County Airport to

dostinations throughout the

world,

TRAIK TRIP

The Bluewator Michigan

Present this coupon at

$8.000

@' for

discount or on carryout, Hurry in} Expl

Chapter is spensoring three-dny,
all-inclusive excursions to Sauit
Ste. Marie for the Algoma Cen-
tral's Snow Train, Saturday-
Monday, Feb, 6-8 and 18-16. The
excursions leave by motor coach
from Dearborn and Royal Oak
and include all transportation,
the Snow Train, resort hotel,

the purchase of
two adult entrees!
t valid with any other
res March 34, 19¥!
Ington Hills
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1 Valid Mondays through Thursdays. No!
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baggage handling and all meals
including two on the train, one
at the Sugar Bowl in Gaylord
and one at the Bavarian Inn in
Frankenmuth,

The fare is $326 per person
based on double occupancy. For
tickots or information, contact
the Bluewater Michigan Chop-

ter, National Railway Historical
Socicty at (248)541-1000 or
(800)594.5182 or write PO Box
296, Royal Oak, M1 48068.0296.",
ROLLER COASTER T

Busch Gardens TampulI4
Luilding a new double wooden
roller coaster, “Gwazi,” sched-
uled to open in summer 1999:




