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New. The new hospice
stamps are now on sale
at the Farmington and
Farmington Hills postal
branches. /A9

Jobs: E‘ngler says he .
plans to split the Jobs
Commission./A13

MEAP: Engler’s plan,
unveiled in his State of
the State address, merits
some consideration./A14

Consumers: Massage ther-
apy is not just for the rich
and famous anymore. Spa
industry veteran Tamara
Friedman offers con-
sumers tips on what to
look for in a good mas-
sage./B1
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® An Oskland County]udgo ruled that
Farmington Hills wasn't out of line to ask
any to study

a gus and oil drilling com
potential health risks at drill sites.

BY LARRY O'CONNOR

STAPY WRITER
loconnor@oe.homecamm.nct
Farmington Hill

posed drill sito.

Hydrogen sulfide is a natural nccurrmg toxin and a

ity officinls believe n
recent Qakland Circuit Court ruling puts
teeth in its gas and oil drilling ordinance.
Oakland County Circuit Court Judge
Denise Langford Morria ruled the Farming-
ton Hills City Council wasn’t out of liny
when members nsked West Bay Exploration
to do more studies on the hydrogen sulfide risks at a pro-

| ‘ Oll_.- AND GAS DRILLlNG

= or HzS5 -~ ean bo deadly.

The Traverse Boy compony sued the city after council
turmed down its application to drill for oil in the Nine Mile
and Haggerty aren December 1997,

Council based the denial on its own city ordinance, which
allows them to withhold drilling permits if thers is a concern
over resident’s health and safety.

Weust Bay officials contend only o trace of HeS is nt the
site. West Bay officials couldn’t bo renched for comment
regarding the court ruling.

“Basically what the judgc has said is they filed the suit too
soon; They hadn't been ﬁnully denied,” City Attorney John
Donohue said.

West Bay wanted to drill two well heada in the area.-

byproduct of oil dn!lmg. In large y

gen sulfide

Please seo nmi‘ﬁnu, AS

Homélown | %
sy T S on
Putting you In touch
with your world

iomeTown Commustcations Network, Ino.

5\ Farmg vgtan

( Hl_a

10802 2
¥

Al

L _,l Proposed dillting slto [

ﬂ'% A

® Calendar
R Real Estate

" Home & Serviee J2 I
_Automotive 94
@ Opinion

Recycling: a
priority to
Hills folks

BY LARRY O'CoNNOR
BTAFF W
Ioconnnr(?oe homecomm.neT

When it comes to curbside recycling,
Farmington Hilla rcmdcn!s get off their
cans.

Recyeling and dnversmn is up in the
Hnlls nccordmg to Rcsoun:o Recovery and
Oakland
County ] nnmml rcpur! for last year.
Furmmgmn Hills is part nl'Lhc eight-mem-
ber , which i Fy
Novi, South Lyon, Southfield, Walied
Lnke, Wixom and Lyon annshlp

By rocycling, residents keep landfills.

cempty. That also helps save energy nnd
reduce poliution.as well as reduce pollu-
tion, RRRSOC officials said.

The diversion rate, which includes recy-
cling and composting, is up to 27.3 percent

Plense sco RECYCLE, AS

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
1998 Sol!d Wasto Diapos!tl:

Along the way, studenits are learning

money: Dena Nuccitelli of Power Middle School hangs a tropical bird on the rain
forest mural that symbolizes the students’ effort te raise money to adopt e school in Peru.
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| Students
‘adopt
Peruvian
school

BY Ty Sy
STASF WRITER
tsmit:Goshomocommanet .

1t lust wook, Power Middle Schac} -
students such as Michnel Welsh had:
a cheice: Buy another Twix candy bar
or goda pop for lunch, or.chip in a buck A

. toward "adopling” n Peruvian echool. -
Judging from the eolorful, construction”
poper rain forest roural affixed to a cofete-

= ria wall at the Farmington district school,
Michacel and most kids were making the
socinlly conscious choice, Slapped onto
paper trees — rising up from students’ con-
copt of the Amazon River — were nearly
400 paper animals and plants of the rain
forest variety. All were rescarched and
then crafted by sixth-groders in the Lan-

about the South American country and the rain forest.

Plense see PERY, A4
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BY TiM SMITH
STAFF WRITER
tamith@oc.homecomm.net

At the end of ber morning route last
Thursday, Feb. 4, a Farmington Public
Schools bus driver went home for n
break before her next assignment.

Tho driver, a 24-year vet of tho dis-
trict's transportation department,
made the 10-minute drive from her Inst
stop, Highmendow Commeon Campusg.

But when she got off the bus at home,
go did a 6-year-old Highmeadow first-
grader.

Because the employee did not follow
school district policy, namely to walk
from the front to the back of the bus at
the cnd of every run to make sure
nobody is still on bonrd, she was indefi-
nitely suspended, pending an investi-

ation.

“It's part of their requirement, to g

to the back of tho bus,” said Bill Tous-

ley, traneportation supervisor for the
district. *... Tho bus driver feels terri-
ble, Nobndy wants to leave a child
f int
y or

tionally.”

According to both Tousley and
Cheryl Cannon, the nssistant superin-
tendent who oversces transportation,
the little girl was not harmed and sefe-
ly made it to Highmeadow last Thurs-

Child left on school bus; driver suspended

duy. ‘The girl exited tho bus at the driv-
er's hpme and went to a neighbor’s
houae, calling her mom from therc.
Tousley met the girl and her mom at
the school and discussed the epmodc
with them.

He described the mom as humg
“calm” during their discussion of*the
incident, “She just wanted to know
what happened.”

Plense sec BUS, AD

SMART

- Editor's note: This is the second of a two-
part series on block scheduling,

B\' Tm Sl\lml
umll.hﬂoe.homeccmm.nﬂ
It's apparently smarter for Farmington

It’s all about student choices

ngh Schoul st\:?cnw to got tho most out of *

well in math’ and doean’t go
get help, that's their,
choico.”

Whether or not top stu-
dents really do love the
SMART menu of enrich-
ment opportunities is open
for debate, however. In an

9:14-10: 38 a.m. blocks of use-ns-they-wish
time Tucsdays and Thursdays, aptly catled
SMAR’P for "Student Managed Academie

72.7% 15.5%

ovrcy: Rewouce Rocovers and Recrcie
o Soxtwest Cakland Courey (A

11.8%

 abany

JED [RINB4) RURTASR MM

i

Time.”

To get credit, and completion of SMART is
o graduation rcquircmont, students must
regularly attend sessions that have some
connection to their various classea and activ-
{tica. Beyond that 75 percent requiremont,
they can pretty much free-Jance. Those who
don't complete the mm:mum muat go to a
summer makeup program.

“Bottor students love SMART " said Farm-
ington High principal John Barrett, “because
they can take their seven classes and now
they can still go get time from their chom-
istry teacher, from thoir. math teacher, go
fve nnoiher n.-hcnruul seciion with their
band ... It'a ph 1 to seo 36
getting a mags tutorinl.

“Now, tho student who docsn't do'well in
math, who decides, ‘I'm just naot going to do

thei) SMART d. d of block scheduli
And xt's all nbout choices, whnlhnr to tako ot FHS by Greentreo Rescarch and Develop-
ibility and the ment Services, “high-achieving students gen-

erally prefer to spond SMART rccmvmg
nssistance from their own teachers.”

Ploase soe relatod stories, Pagos A3
and A7

F’m' all students, meanwhile, it's n kind of

act of inter-
eslu. responsibility and gotting any extra
help with leasons that they need.

Students have the chance to attend two
half-hour chunks cach SMART susnmn, fol-
lowed by a 14-minuto “core group.” In tho
latter, thoy can discuss with teachera how
thoy used the day or what they plan on
doing in upcoming seasions, Barrett said.

*“They’re brlngmn in receipts from where
they were,” eaplnined Barrstt about corc
group. “It's like n mini-home room, Thare's

PA announcoments, teachars talk to kids
nbout tho choices they made ...”

Ploase sco OPTIONS, A7

SMART: Vicky Pittman searches for college
scholarship information in the computer lab.

RTAry PIOTO BY BALL (RESLER

* ¥

Y



