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_If movies were culumry treats,
pu would not find “Simply Irre-

';’s';ahhlu in any moat-and-pota-~

ioes category. It is no loaf of
-bread. It is no jug of wine, It {a
not oven & box of chocolates.
Instead, it is a big, niry mouthful
-of cotton candy, sort of pretty to
?nuk at and distractiog enough
while it lasts, but ultimately not
dalivering much more than air
and sweotness.

*/Still, there's somothing to be
Baid for spun sugar, and a piece
of fluff can hit the spot now and
then. Especially if you're living
on love, and locking for o cute
“date movie” around Valentine's
Day, you might find that “Simply
Trresistible® will suit your taste

and plense your palate, down to
the last, loopy love scene.

Sarah Michello Cellar (of TV'a
“Buffy, the Vampiro Slayer”)
plays Amanda Shelton, owner of
a small Manhattan restaurant
that's about to bite the duat,
There arc two good reasona for
this: (1) Tho landlord has just
raised the rent on the place, and
{2) Amanda can’t cook,

One day, while sl ing for

chitchnt before going their own,
very scparate ways,

But what noither of them
knows is that their meoting haa
boen nrmngud purpcsufully by
uomabodycu ing
1y, who's posing as a l:rnb vendar'
at tho market. Also what they
don’t know is that this O'Reilly
guy (Christopher Durang) ia a
blg. angelic Cupid, and one of the

ho aells to A d

tho restaurant at an outdoor
market, she mecets Tom Bartlett
(Scan Patrick Flanery), a young
hotshot who's about to open a
cushy new d!ninu apot inside
Fifth Avenue's Henri Bondnl.
The two exch

m hia crafty aide.

Soon - this timo poaing as a
New York cabbie — OReilly gota
the couple togather again. The
acene is Amanda’s restaurant,
Southern Crosa (nnmnd fnr tho

glances and some nirtn!(onu

da is in the kitchen with hur

sous chef, Nolan {Larry Gilliard
Jr.), and Tora ia seatod at a table
with his snobby date, eagerly
awaiting tho Crnb anoleon he
has ordered.

The only problom: Amanda

has no idea how to prepare Crab
Napoleon, and neithor does
Nolan.
" But all that, as if by magie, is
about to change. In fact, her
whola life , as if by magie, is
about to thnngn

Vailal She's concocted the pe
fect Crab Napoleon, We don t
know exactly how, and neither
doos she or anybody clse. But
this is romantic comedy, so don't
think about it too much. Her
new talent seems to have some-
thing to do with the aforemen-
tioned crab, who is now in the
restaurant’s kitchen, hiding out
beneath a lettuce leaf.

In any case, tha Crab
Napol looking 1

Rhett, disappenring- into
jeland fog. Once, when they

love itsclf and festive as Chmt-
mas (if nothing else, this movie
will make you ravenous) is
sorved to the anticipatory Tom.
Ho ig, of course, done for at firat
magical hlw. (With ench  appar-

kisa, their feet actually leave tho
ground and their heads bump at
the ceiling, as Amanda trics a
line from & Disncy movie to
break the spell. It's all a little
bizarre, and it's certainly

ently 1. Flan-
ery docs a not-bad, lower-keyed
version of Meg Rynna memo-
scene in *When
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rable
Harry Met Sally™)
Before long, Amanda and Tom
sro so strongly smitten that
many of their surroundings turn

into a land of *dréamy dreams,”

just like in the movies. They
could be Fred and Ginger,
whirling and twirling across a
mirror-lined, zebra-striped stoge.
They could be Scarlett and

ly silly. But it sort of
moves along, anyway (deapite
aomae lines that fall ﬂat now tmd

Love story.
Sarah s
Michelle Gelsi.o
lar as Amanda
and Sean
Patrick Fla
ery as Tom in.,
“Simply Irre-
sistible.” .- -

E.C, DAnxy

Iins and vanilln orchids are the
order of tho day, there's a chanm-
ing bit with a paper airplane
and, oh my, ain’t lovo grand, oven
when it goes all gushy and goooy.

Gellar makes a bewitching
Amanda. Flanery comes ncross
a3 a bit of a dork now and then,
and it's not alwaye possible to
tell if it's his character or him
thqt we're seeing. Dylnn Baker is

then) in that b
loges-girl, boy- nots-gu-l wuy, unﬁl
it all culminates in a foast for
the gods, only it'a served to mere
mortals on opening night at the
new Henri Bondel restaurant.

.Amanda is at the helm in the

kitchen, her trusty sous chef
(and that persistent crustacean)
by her side. Her Prince Charm-
ing is waiting in the wings, vio-

lightfully uptight Jonath
Bendnl, who's efficiently seduced
by Toem's assistant (Patricin
Clarkson), wialding o couple of
heavenly caramel eclairs.

Victoria Diaz is o Livonia free
{ance writer who specializes in
movie and theater reviews. You
can reach her by voice mail at
953-2045, then press 1854,

‘Message in a Bottle’ well cast,
but doesn’t keep story afloat

BY ANNIE LEHMANN |
SPECIAL WRITER

Two ingredients are key to
making a movie worth seeing: a
solid story told by evocative
actors. Eliminate cither of theso
clements — and the result is o
film forced to limp elong on one
leg.

Such is the caso with “Message
in a Bottle,” a much-promoted
Kovin Costner vohicle which,
despite offering a high-octane
mix of talent, is unable to keep
the leaden story afloat. Bosides
Costnér, the film featurea Robin
Wright Penn and distinguished
veteran actor Paul Nowman.

Bascd on Nicholas Sparks’
bestselling novel, *Message in a
Bottle™ tells the story of Thoresa
QOsborne (Wright Penn), a wound-
ed divorcee who quiotly devotes

STREET SCENE

her lifo to hor son and work as a
researcher for The Chicago Tri-
bune. While on vacation she finds
a bottle that has washed ashore.
In it is a stirring letter written
by a man ‘unable to ghake his
consuming devotion to a loat lave,
Intrigued by 'the romaince,
Osborne sets out to find tho writ-
cr of this eoulful lettor.

Qarrat Blake (Costner), a
North Carolina boat builder, has
been unable to find tho balance
that was once his life sinco the
doath of his artist wife Cather-
ine, Helping him is his father,
Dodge (Newman), who, having
confronted somo uphill battlea of
his own, cares deeply about hia
troubled son.

Qaborne's research leads her to
Blake, and a predictable love
story unfolds. The couplo ahare
campfires on tho beach, salmon-

colored sunaots, night sails and
battles with marshmallow
"ammo." And while the cine-
matography is beautifully
wrought by three-time Qacar
nominee Caleb Deschanel, the
dinloguc is nmhnrmumgly hoavy
handed, with Dodge urging hils,
son to "take a risk,” and Blnfm
desceribing his wifo'as someono
who "could brighten up a whole
room ... a whola town,” This con-
tinucs for over two houra,

‘Wright Penn is well cast and'
docs n commendabla job of trying:
to rescue the hard-to-swallowi
plot. She cannot, howaver, gonldr-
ate enough heat to make her pds

- sion convincing, especially st

Costner seems s0 stilted dnd
uncomfortable in his role. New-
man is winning aa the life-worn
fathor whose quipa offer some
sweot moments of comic relief.

The Cardigans leave ‘retro’ sound

MEa  “Lavefool” in
ell its ‘805, pop
charm was a
certified smash
for tho Swedish
band The Cardi-
gans. But aftera
yoar of touring,
The Cardigans

CHRISTINA
Fuoco

felt it waa time
to put that
“rotro” feel
behind.

“I think it's much more inter-
esting to take another step from
album to album,” said drummer
Bengt Lagerberg via telephone
from his band's Malmo, Sweden,
rehearsal space.

*It's been two years sinco weo
recorded 'the last album ('First
Band on the Moon’} and that
means a lot of touring, and that
definitely influenced tho new
etufl. Also, we falt that before we
sounded kind of retro. Now it's
more up to date or medern, We
thought we couldn't take it any
further with the retro sound.”

So vocalist Nina' Persson, gui-
tarist Potor Svensson, bassist
Maognus Sveningoson and key-
boardiat/ ncoustic guitariat Lasse
Jobansson hoaded to Country
Holl studios with longtime pro-
ducer Tore Johansson to revamp
their sound.

*Gran Turiemo® marks tho
firat time that The C:

kind of platinum success that
“First Band on the Mcon” had in
the United States. Nonctheless,
it has given The Cardigans tho
respect it longed for clsawhere.

*Actually for the firat time
we'd doing really, really well here
in Sweden, We used to be like
the band that got really really
great reviowa but didn’t sell any
albums. Now it's bath -~ great
revioews nnd we sell a lot of
albums. For the first timo we're
playing arenas here”

“That’s because of a lot of
things. I think one big thing is
tho Swedes have seen that we're
vory successful outsido of Swe-
den as well in the States and the
U.K. That has an influence on
the Swedes as well. [ think also
the whole scene is getting more
into the kind of music that we're
making.”

The Cardigans have

h 4

sco what happens,

The Cnrdngnnn nnd Kent pen
form Friday, Feb, 12, at S
Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congresys
Detroit. Doors open at 8 p.m. for,
the oll-ages show. Tickets are
$13 in advance, For more infosa
mation, call (318) 961.MELT &
visit http:// www, 961melt. com, ™,

Capitol Records is celebrating
tha release of the “Divas Exotica™
compilation disc with ~ what else.
; the search for the ultimede

rag queen, The prancing
at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Fcb.beﬁ
Backstreot (15606 Joy, Detroit),
followed by the final round at 8
p.m. Sunday, Feb, 21 at Menjo's
(928 W. McNichols, Detroit).

Contestants, ages 21 and older,
will perform songs off tho “Divas
Exotica” album, which featurcs
songs by Marilyn Monroe,
Suphu} Loun, Ann-Margret,

for three weeks to prepare for ita
.S, tour.
“On tha previous albums and
previous tours we were trying to
mnke something completely dif-
forent when wo play live from
what you hear on the albums.
This time it's the opposite. We're
trying to almost cepy the album,
which means that we bring a lot
of electronic atufl, scquencers.
It's geing to ba a lot more heavy.”
llét‘snming to ayne livn muslc

and Toro Johanason have used
computers in the recording stu-
dio, “Gran Turiemo” switches
gears irum drenwy, vthereal fop
to hard-driving rock, to slick pop

“Gran Turisme” hasn't had tho

wi d samples
has been a foat in itself, he aaid.
“We've had a lot of (miutnkeu)

ing
water nbuvu our honda but wo'lI

Maya artha Kitt and

Jayne Mansfield. Both nights

will ba hosted by drag queen

Amanda Col For more infor-

mation, call Backstroet at (313)

372»5959 or Menjo's at (313) 863-
934,

+o« Now that it is close to scll-
ing out two shows at The Palace
of Auburn Hills, ‘N Sync is mov.
ing on to bigger things - namely
the Pontiac Silverdome. Tho
group along with follow teen
heartthrobs FIVE and formor
New Kid on the Block Jordan
Knight will play the Silverdome
on Soturday, July 31, Tickets,
$32,60, go on gale at 10 a.m.
nurdny, Fnb 13, at all Tisketmas
ter outlota. To charge by phone,
call (248) 845-86686. i




