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Surf-rocking Th

By CHRISTINA FUOCO
AT WRITER
cfuocoBoo.homocomm.net

- The instrumental surf/rock
band Tha Volcanos {a all about

setting a mood.
T opening track of “Finish
Line Fever,” The Volcanos' second
- nlbym for Bellingham, Wash,,-
based Estrua Records, is a ton-
sion-buildi hot rod numb
appropriately called “Finish Lino
. Faver”
s *Doheny Dawn" is a beach-
tombing, watch-tho-sunset song.
*San Andreas Fault® ja'bumpy
and bashy just ke an earth-
quako, The beat gocs on through-

.
out tho 14-song album releascd
in November 1888,

. “We just try to sot a mood with
music, That's the challenging

part — getting the mood acrosa to

peoplo. It's & bit mure challeng-

ing than just playing music,” -

said Chris Flanagan, guitarist.

“Finish Line Fever” was rccord-

ed at the Jempermill studiv in
Ferndalo with producers Dave
Feeny, a Livonin natide, nnd Jim
Diamond, The album was record-
cd live throughout 1998,

“We don't work-like a band

‘who is working for o big label..

We ¢o in and record three songs
from start to finish. We go in and

just run through the song uatil
wao get one that wo liko. It gives
it more of an accurate represon-
tation of what we aro live,” said
Flanagan, a Troy native who
now lives in Oak Park.

Working with Diamgnd snd
Feeny was a relaxing effort,

“Jim's  nice guy, a profession-
al engincer” Dinmond, he 8aid,
has tho ability to pinpoint a

song’s awkward moments and

foul comfortable cnough to dis-
9 cusa ways of improving it.
Originally, the Voleanos =~ gui-
tarist/ songwriter Rick Mills of
Clawson, drummer Bill Bowen of
Ferndule, and bassist Dave Fra-

gale of Hamtramck, (ormerly of
Birmingham —~ wanted to make
“Finish Line Fover” in tho same
vein as classic surf albuma. They
were hoping to alternats between
instrumentol and vocal tuncs.

“But we didn't have enough
songs with vocals,” he said with
alaugh, .

Hé and Fragale have written
songa with vocals, however, to
perform live,

“We use those aongs live to
break up the set. We will proba-
bly put some on the next record.
Most of the songs that mada it on
the album wers too good. We did-
n't want to leave any off,” he sald:

‘Here’s a vote for the power of the arts
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P computer that
pormits me to
access informa-
tion from around
the world, cdits.
me as I write
ond corrects my
spelling  and
grammar, it's
tempting to give
technology much
of the credit (or
R blame) for how
America has unfolded in the 20th
century.

But here'a a vote for the arts as
o major factor in shoping our
nntion and the way we live. After
al), technology may have allowed
us to walk on the moon, but few
of us would bo motivated to buy a
condp there,

The arts have demonstrated a
uniquo ability to change tho way
people feel, and inspiro them to
change the things that aren’t
working. Specifically, the art of

photography has produced
- images that not only chroniclo
the times, but charge the emo-
tions whenever wo see them, Not
having lived through it, would we

ANN
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really feel the same about the ~

Great Depression without the
works of New Deal photogra-
phers like Dorothea Lange and
* Walker Evans? More recently,
how did disturbing images from
Vistnam and.the Civil Rights
- Movoment atrengthen our
‘renclve to achievo poenco and
racial equality?

'was those Depression-era
philtoa that launched the creative
journey of Gardon Parks, whose
multi-media contributions are
being exhibited at the Detroit
Inatitute of Arts, and celebrated
iantho next edition of Backstage
Baskon Detroit Public Telovision.
.,Barks credits the photos he
. witpessed in 1937 of dust bowl

fugees caught in their confu-
slon. and poverty with his diacov-
of the power of film in

S
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T “THE BEST AND
1 MOST ORIGNAL

-

addressing social issues. Hia per-
with indi

grn_phi.c.nchicvumnnla, is his

sonal !

and bigotry transformed hia
work as an artist, rovealed in the
DIA's “Half Past Autumn: The
Art of Gordon Parks.”-

As impreasive as the unforget-
table imnges of his carly photo-

Fdokok!
ONE OFTHE BEST .
FILMS OF THE YEAR

and skill for bringing
his vision to other media. In
1968, Parks became the first
African American to direct a
major studio film with “The
. Learning Treo.,” He has also
. made scveral documentaries far

public television.

The Detroit Dance Collective
will perform in the atudios of
Channel 58 in a Backstage Pass
edition, niring Sunday, Feb. 14,
and repeated Thuraday at 5:30

Now that swing and ska have
had their 16 minutes of fame,
Flanagan hopes thot instrumen-
ta) surf music will be next, He
added that someday the clean,
melodic riffs of surf will be con-
sidercd a true form of Americon
music.

d to set the mood

*We nced soncone in pop to s
fuso it with whatever they're
doing. Chria Isnak did somewhat

with thé guitar in ‘San Francisco - -

Days. Mnybe Quentin Tarantil6'
con do another soundtrack. Hé:
gave it the original lift. Ho gﬂt's" Lo
Dick Dale another career” = 7% -

*We just need to
spearhead it. It's nlready gotten
some notoriety, like with Dick
Dale, although he'a getting more
and more off the track,” he said.
“Loak at swing and now big it is
now. Brian Setzer was already o
well-known person. (His involve-
ment in swing) brings it to
another level.”

The Val, perform Fridgig'
Feb. 12, at the Magic Bag, 22950
Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Doo.;a,’
open at 8 p.m. for the 18 af g
older rhow. Cover charge is $4-
For more information, call (248}
641-3030 or visit http:11 wuilf
themagicbag.com. Estrus Records
can be reached at P.O. Box 2125;

Beilingham, Wash., 96227, 1
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p.m. and Friday at midnight on
Detroit Public Telovision.
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