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Free PC comes with a price

Past ... hoy, PC

buddy... waat a
free computer? T

-Then head
over to Free-
PC.com
(www.froo-
pe.com) and sign
up. Thoy're
guing to give
away 10,000
Compaq Pro-
pario computer
syatems along
with free Inter-
net oceess.

. What's the catch?

¢+ "Well, for starters, you huve to
o demographically desirable.
No kids or genior citizens. You
heed to make enough money that
You could alford to buy one of the
sub-$1,000 machines.. And,
here's the biggest eatch of all in
iny book, you bave to bo willing
to give away your privacy..

At last count, I've received 93
e-mails from readers of my col-
umn or Internet ago asking mo
what I thought about this.much-
publicized Free-PC.com site. 1s it
for real, the o-mnils invariably
ask? Is it o good deal.

+ My answer is ... yes and no.

' Yes, a well-known Internot
promoter named Bill Gross real-
}y does plan to give away the
computer systems.

. No, I don't think it's a good
feal, That's becauss I am not
willing to giving up the personal
{nformation Gross and his online
cronies want,

To be cligible for ono of the
free Presario systems, users
must promise to uso the comput-
ers at least 10 hours per month
and to view advertisements that
will be displnyed constantly
down the right side of the 15-
inch screen, whetheor they are
connccted to the Internet or not.

Free-PC.com says it has fig-
ured out a way that lets them
track just how often the comput-
ors are used, what they’re used
for and, in particular, what

adverti users vond and
what products they buy online. *
The people beliind the promo-
tion say the marketing informa-
tion collected from users will bo
kept soparate from their actual
identitics, They explain that tha
dnta collected from 10,000 peoplo
is volunble to advertisers
because it allows them to mea-
sura carefully what online pitch-
og people best respond by actual-
1y buying.. .
-  Héw valuablo? You'may bo
surprised. The Compaq system
being given away rotails for
under $1,000, But can you imag-
ino tho price break Free-PC.com
gets when buying s0 many,
10,000 at one time? Thue, it
turns out that those freo PCs
aren't ay valunble as the demo-
graphic information collected. *
Gross as much as admits it.
“Free-PC ia the breakthrough
first product to start an
inevitable trend,” Gross enid in a

statornent, “Merchants will pry .

to reach you, so they cagontinlly
will subsidize the cost of the PC,
indirectly.” .

My question to you, dear read-:

er, i8 oro you so anxious to get
gomething for freo that you're
willing to be thus reached?

1 om smazed at tha valuo of
current demographic informa-
tion coll d from

ter how high the price goea,

* I'm not against advertising. I
sell ads on my site, ovon on my
nowsletter. Advertising is what
pays for the time it takea to put
together Web sites,

But the ability technology now
gives us to track and measure
and collect and store data on
Internet buying habits is just too
Egg Brothorish, at loast in my

k. .

So, as to the Frae-PC offer ...
sorry, P not interested. And I'
urge you to think it over, too.

. But, if you're willing to trade
your privacy for froe stuff, go
- ahead,

Hero aro aome other free sites
you may be interested in,

# Net Zero (www.netzero.com)

‘- This is an Internct Service
Provider (ISP) that that gives
you freo Internet access, The
company requires users to look
at o lot of ads and offor up demo-

graphic and buying information.
. roe E-Mail
(http/fiww iladd com

The Medicare Blue Enhanced Baslc option I;ncﬁudes '

proscription, vision and hearing care: i

< Prescription drug coverage} small copayments for
prescription drugs or refills (50% or $10 generic, $20 brand
name). $400 annual maximum ($100 per quarter).

» Vision Care: an annual eye exam for a $10 copayment plus
an annual discount on-frames and lenses for glasses:

« Hearing Care: an'annual hearing exam with a $10

copayment

" Medicare Blue covers everything Medi

for no monthly premiuml

) = There are lots of advertising-
supported free e-mail sorvices.
This site lists more than 650 of
them.

o Reminder Service
(https/fwww.rememberit.com ) -
This site lets you store
reminders about birthdays,

i i wries, whateve

I have a free ¢-mail newslotter
that I mako available through
my Web site. Right now, I have
some 2,600 subscribers, Once a
month, I send out some Internet
and computer nows,

Hardly a week goes by that I
am not cantacted by some mail
order compnny interested in buy-
ing the list of my subscribars,

“Those names are worth a lot,”

lained one }
“because they aro qualified, Peo-
ple responded to your subscrip-
tion offer and you hava their cur-
rent and valid e-mail addresscs.”

This marketer offered me $3 a
name for every nzme on the list.

1 didn't sail, nor will I, no mat-

er. You get an e-mail reminder
as the date approaches. They
promise to keep your name confi-
dential but they collect demo-
gruphic information that can be

shared.

Mike Wendland ‘covers the
Internet for NBC.TV Newschan-
nel atations across the country.
His “PC Talk” radio show airs
Saturday and Sunday afterncons
on WXYT-Radio AM1270. Hix
latest book, "The Complete No
Geck Speak Guide to the Inter-
net,” is available in bookstores or
through his Webd site at
htp:! fwww.pemikecom

Residents will get tax cut in 2000

BY TIM RICHARD -
BTAFP W
Trichard@ochomecomm.not

. Michigan residents will see
their pereonal income taxes. cut
us the year 2000 opens,

“You'll need this magnifying
glass,” seid Sen. Chris Dingell,
D-Trenton, as he passed out tiny
magnificrs to the press gallery.
His point: Democrats would have
cut taxes even more by raising
personal exemptions.

: He got public disagreefent
from Clif Braloy, a Midland
truck. driver who won the nick-
name of “the 39th senator™ for
his letters advocating the Repub-
licane’ across-the-board tax rate
cut, N

* “In theory,” Braley said, the
Democrats’ idea of raising
cxemptions is good, but “in prac-
tice it is nothing more than the

distribution .of tax burden on to
those whoa re trying to get
shead inlife”~. .~

The House on Feb. 9 and the
Senate on Fob. 10 split up a
package of bills and gave final
passage to Gov. John Engler’s
1998 proposal to cut personel
income tax rates from the cur-
rent 4.4 percent to 3.9 porcent
over five years, 0.1 percent a

ear,

The Scnate votes were 83-1
and 36-1. Lone dissenter was
Alma Wheeler Smith, D-Salem,
who argued that both parties’
plans would cut revenue and
cause universitiea to hike
tuitions. .

Misaing the votes was Sen. Bill
Bullard Jr., R-Milford, who had
an excused’ absence. One Senate
seat is vacant due to the resigna-
tion of Michael Boucherd, R-

Rirmingh q

newly appoi
Oakland County sheriff,

" Houso Rep'ubllmiil'sixét down

a sories of Democratic amend-
ments on nearly party-line votes.
Without debata, both chambers
gave the bills immediate effect;
otherwise thoy wouldn't becomo
‘law until April 1, 2000.The
House votes were 96-11 and 95-
12, .
Here's how Eccentric area rep-
resentatives voted:
YES - Mike Bishop, R-
h Patricia Godch
R-Birmingh Bob Gosseli

o
R-Troy; Ruth Johnson, R-Holly;

John Pappageorge, R-Troy;’

Nancy Quarles, D-Southfield;
Andre! czkowskd, R-Farming-
ton Hills; Marc Shulman, R-
. West Bloomfield.
NO - none.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

- Farmington City Council
23000 Liberty
8 p.m, Monday, Feb, 16
{248) 474-56500

- Agenda items include the fol-
lowing: .

@ Public hearing, regarding
City Recreation Master Plan —
1999-2003.

B Request by Kimeo Realty
Corp. for ground sign roplace-

parking enforcement on Oakland
Stroet.

ment in the Contral Busi

District,

# Request for proclamation
from Commission on Children,
Youth and Families, for Parent-
ing Awareness Month.

B Request by resident for a

- change in signage and increased

M Consid ion for appi
regarding Requast for. Renowal
Propozal (RFRP) of cablo telovi-
sion franchise,

8 Consideration of adoption of
City Recreation Master Plan,
1999-2003.

| DES

. 4-6p.m.
© 0 8«7p.m.

3660

~=— Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

: " Publiic Meeting with
‘ DEQ Management Team
© ~ Tuesday, February 23

Top DEQ officials avallable for 1-on-1 discussion
Public meeting on general environmental issues

Madonna University
Kresge Halt

(For more Informatlon, cail 517-241-7397)

Schooicraft Road, Livonia

or, ch

care doss — and more —

the Premler option and for $30 a monﬂn" you get

Increased prescription coverage and an annual vislon -
: . }

1f you live in Michigan,* and are eligible for Medicare, then Blul'e Care Network
Medicare Blue is the health care plan for you! Medicare Blua's.network of
carefully screened madica! professionals in your community Includes more
than 4,000 doctors and 41 hospitals. Chances are your doctor's already part

of the plan

To learn more about Medicare Blue, come to one of our free
'edl_lctlonal seminars. Cait us to reserve your spaco:

4.888-333-3129
ext. 600 {toll free} -

TDD 1-800-257.9980
{for hearing disabled)

Berkley =
) Wednesday, Feb. 17°
; - 9:80am,

.-28239 Woodward Ave.

Birmingham
Tuesday, Feb. 16
- 2:30 p.mn.
at Original House of Pancakes
33703 S. Woodward

' . Bloomfieid
Thursday, Feb. 18
2:30 p.m.
at Blg Boy
6545 15 Mile Rd.

+ - . Clarkston
*-.. . Friday,.Feb. 19
o 230 p.m.
* " atBig Boy .
. .6440 Dixie Highway

Novi :
Thursday, Feb. 18
© 0 @30am,
" atBigBoy -
© 26401 Novi Rd. .

Oak Park
Thursday, Feb. 18
.+ 9:30am. |
at Baker's Square

... 26660 Greenfisld Rd.

o0 Pontlac
) Tuesday, Feb.23
ttam.
at Howard Dall Senlor Center
345 Edison St.

Thursday, Feb. 25 *
o t1am..
“"at Pontiac Public Libray
 B0E.Plke St.

. at Danny's Restaurant .- o

. Medicare Biue
Educational Seminars

Rochester
Wednesday, Feb. 17
2p.m. |
at Bill Knapp's - . -
- 3010 W, Waltop Blvd.

Roval Qak .
Monday, Feb. 22
3p.m.
at Royal Oak Public Library
222 £. 11 Mile Rd.

Southfield .
Wadnesday, Fab. 24
2p.m. .
. at Big Boy-
25555 Grodan -,

. South Livonla
Monday, Fab. 22
2p.m. .
at Bill Knapp's
32955 Piymouth Rd.

Froy
Tuesday, Feb, 16
2p.m.
at Denny'’s .
1935 E. Long Lake

Wednesday, Feb. 17
9:30 a.m.
at Big Boy
2995 E.'Long Lake

Waterford
Wednesday, Feb. 17
2:30 a.m.

atBigBoy .
5834 Hightand

Wednesday, Feb. 24.
9:30 a.m.
at Blg Boy
5834 Highland

LAY

Blue Care Network

Medicare Blue

* To becoma a Medicara Blus momber, you must
Iive In Wayne, Oakland, Macomb o Washtenmw
County. You must bo eligible for  Parts A
and B and continue 1o pay your Medicars Par B
pramium, You must recalve your cqaro_{rom a
Madicars Biue provider, mmwwm
cortain urgently needed care. \
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