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recording ideas and initinl drafta

the Creative Arts Center in Pon-
tinc, Stewart pries open any nar-
row interpretation of American
history. His painti i

African Americans whose contri- |

butions might not be well
known.
Xenowled

ge of history is like

t
the role of Buffalo scldiers in set-
tling the western frontier, the
vnparalleled  skill of the

“Taskegee airmen during World
War 11, and the soulful render-
ings of blues musicians, who
Stewart presents with a vivid
mitlancholic catharsis.

In the tradition of awirling
grandeur made famous by leg-
endary painters of the wild fron-
tier Frederie Remingten and .
Churles Schreyvogel, Stewart
reconjures the cavalry battles of
Henry O. Flipper, the firat black
graduate of West Point, and he
vecrentes the daring flights of
‘the Tuskegee airmen amid his
trademark emotionally charged
sky.

Stewart’s miesion is not only
to present an acsthetic righ-

food,” snid Stewart. *History

“gives worth and meaning to peo-’

ple.”

Tha soft-spoken retired Detroit
public achool teacher daecan't
court contreversy, although he
hasn't been a distant observer of
social change.

As o student at Southern Uni-
versity, Stewart protested segre-
gation by sitting steically at tho
“whites only” lunch counters at
in Baton Rouge, La.

“You ¢an never really stop edu-
cating people about the past.”.

Handed down
Artist Joe Dobbins, Jr. recalled
his carly childhood when his
fricnds were playing as he sat
with his pad and sketched thom,
He still carrics a sketch pod,

of his colorful, geometric paint-

ings with distinctive African . ty,

themes, :

“I want my work to be posi-
tive,” uaid the younger Dobbina,
a design sculptar at the GM Tech
Cenler in Warren.

From one goneration to the
riext runs a style of deop rever-

ence for African customs and-the *

dramatic socin! changes of tho
last 50 years.

Joe, Sr. migrated to Detroit
from Missisalppi in the early
1930s. He attended what is now
known as Centor for Creative
Studies, na did his namesake.

And like his son, Joe; Sr.
enrncd a living working for Gen-

‘eral Motors, and found time to

paint after he put in a 8-to-6.
Both,Dobbins have a loose geo-
metrie style and use bright col-
ors. Subject matter for the elder
Dobbins tenda to be the deep rit-

uals of African culture. whereas-

tho younger Dobbins has a loos-
er, more contemporary qemibili-

Thoy both, however, 'clearly :
honor their ethnic heritage: .~ °
“If you'ro sclfish with your art
— it's anly about me -— who ben-

efita?” snid Joe Jr. :

Stark truths

Like hor bold, sensual paint-
.inga, Gigi Bolton is a rush of
energy.

Becduso of the diverse range of
styles she omploys, Bolton ia
worried that critics might think
of her as o “ficklo artist.”

-Her mediums include acrylic
and collages of paper, glass and
magazino clippings. Bolton's
atyle ranges from highly cubist
to reuliam to impressionistic to
surrcalistically dreamlike.

In tone and temperament,
Bolton's subject matter reveals
the many sides of her'life as a

aingle mother trying to make a .

live ns an ariist. . '

In tho early 19805, Bolton
accéptod a buyout from
Ameritech, where she worked as

a graphic artist. Since then, -

‘attitude’ that I am who I am,”
she said.

Master painter
In ¢ontrast to representational
inters, the late Norman Lewis’

she'a led the | life, mak- -
ing a living from the salca of her
paintinga.

Sho can prosent a respectful
homnge of her grandmother's

abstract paintings presont a cru-
cin! link in the evolution of 20th-
contury painting.
Lewis® work is infused with a
warm playfulness and Bubtle
dntions of color. -

world in the realistic and com- |
forting painting, “Grandma's
Visitor.” :

Yit Bolton is also starkly
truthful about her desires in the
sodsuel depictions of women,
mdhy of whom appear less than
ficklo about what they want.

A naked woman smiling
sheepishly as she sits noxt to a
maan sprawled on a bed {8 one of
Bolton’s favorite printings.

“People say, ‘You paint naked
people,™ sho said. “It's not about
that. I want to open people's
minds.

“Yeah, certain pieces have that

"." Perhaps his most engaging

puinting, “Morning,” is clearly o
transitional picce that blura

_boundaries among abstraction-

{am, abstract expressionism and

* minimnlism,

In *Morning,” tho abstract
forma on Lewis’ eanvnss seem to
emerge and dissolve into a dork
brown background.

And as tho work of the five
African American artists with
February cxhibits demonstrate,
there are many different shades
of brown.

Conversations ropuc:
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with what Stan Kenton began in

the high schools and colleges and
.~ his idea of having music in the
~schools.”

‘Lymperis remembers the
-.crowds Kenton uscd ta draw
back in the mid to late 1940s
when the Farmington Hills resi-
dent played hits such as “Inter-
mission Riff,” Kenton's theme
song “Artistry in Motion,” and
Gershwin's “Rhapsody in Blue”
with the band.

~#Back then the Big Bands
were hot — Ellington, Kenton,
Cbunt Basie,” said Lymperis,
who joined Kenton’s band at age
18, “We were stars. You'd come
out the stage dour and they'd
want your autograph.”
- Lymperis traveled all over the
~country with Kenton playing
theaters, dance halls, and
amusement parks such as the
oldl Eastwood Garden at Eight
Mile and Gratiot. Life on the
_rond could be grueling. At the
‘Parnmonnt Theater in New York
City, the band performed five to
six showa n day from 11:30 a.m.
to midnight. Any free time was
ypent in the recording studio.
Lymperis was recently surprised

to find some of those old tecord-
inga at Borders in Birminghnm.
“We'd do two weeks. of one-
nighters then do a week aé a the-
ater,” said Lymperis, “We uscd
to fly a lot especially when we
did concerts for the army. One of
the guys wouldn't fly so.we had
to wait for him to catch up.”
Lymperis didn't play in.the
original Clarenceville series but
did take his daughter backstage
to meet Kenton during one of his
concerts, She'd heard all of Lym-
peris' stories about Betty Grable
and Harry James watching tho
Kenton band playing the Holly-
wood Palladium, Mel Torme nnd
Bob Hope used to sit in regularly
with the band back then. :
“Stan was a gentloman, casy

to get nlong with,” said Lym.

peris. “He was known for being
innovative. We were the first
band with five trumpets and five
tromhones, His lato? yeors, he
was into progressive jazz.”

Jerry McKenzie jeined the

band after Lymperis left, Off and
on between 1958 and 1972, the
West Bloemfield drummer per-

formed and recorded with Ken-

ton, receiving back to back

Qrammy Awards for “Adven-
tures in Jazz” and Kenton's
“West Side Story,”

“I'm thankful, I waa able to
work with him and thankful T
was able to have those memo-
ries,” seid McKanzie, “Some of
the most memorable experiences
were when we recorded two
tracks with Nat King Cole. We
also wore on.the samo bill with
King Cole. Another time, it was
Johnny Mathis. We also did Dick
Clark’s Bandstand.”

© McKenzie knew from age 3

when he saw Gene Krupa on TV
that ho wanted to become o
drummer. McKenzie was'fortu-
note to seo and hear all the great

. Big Band such as Dorsey, Basie

and Miller all in the comfort of
his living roomt. Those days arc
gone. Today's kida have fow
opportunitics to hear live Big
Band music. The Feb, 21 concert
will not only allow the next gen-
eration to experienco-the sounds
of Kenton’s music but gives bud-
ding Benny Goodman's at Harri-
son an opportunity to.perform
before an audience of jazz lovers.

The 16-piece Harrison, High
Jazz Band, one of two in the
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For information call
-7342.

Co-Sponsored by:

presents

Super Summers for Kids:

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1999
11:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

Birmingham Public Schools
Corporate Training & Conference Center
31301 Evergreen Road in Beverly Hills

Free Admission - Families Invited

. Meet representatives of local and national ‘
“summer programs who will help you choose the right summer experience

for kids, 3 - 18

« Day Camps * Overnight Camps * Specialty Camps
« Year Round Cultural Programs
n » Teen Adventures and Tours .
« Academic Enrichment « Summer Employment

elaine S. events |

school’s music department, has
performed in the Montreaux-
Detmit Jozz Festival fivo times,

.-ond in,Europe as part of World
War II' commemorations on tho
_G0th anniversary in 1896.
They'll play a range of music
from traditional Count Basie to
Jjozz funk,

“It’s a real honor to be asked to
play,” said Mark Phillips, Harri-
son High director of bands and
orchestras, *For tho kids it's nice
to play to n homo crowd but it's
exciting to play for a real audi-
ence that haa an understanding
and appreciation of jazz.”

Phillips' effection for Kenton'a
music goos back nearly 20 years to
his student days at Wayne State
University. At that time, Kenton's
assistant director Dick Shearer
was instrumental in setting up
what was then the new jazz pro-
gram at the Datroit university, .

*Dick Shearer had just come
off the rond with Kenton,” snid
Phillips. *It- made me develop a
love. for Kenton. Stan Kenton
was a real innovator in jozz and

always taking a lead throughout
the 60 -yeurs he was leading
bands” - . :

Ask the experts:
Mod Chuck 8Breid

an prt fair, they were told to
look elaewhere, sho said.

Nurturing the arts? Who's
l‘nol\ng whom?

A 5,000-seat theater may or
may not be the answer. But

Sugrue, among others, wonder -

if city officials understand that
“culture” isn't morely entertain.
ment, but an appreciation of
cultural
A qultural center, sho said,
shduld be like a modern-day
town hall.

*Is the naturo of art another
performanco of ‘Cats,’”” won-
dered Sugrue.

On the surface, a now theater
with' Broadway and Off-Broad-
way shows could be a crown cul-

‘tural jewel in Troy.

But the implication of a new
theater on the broader cultural

dcone-remains uncertain, A

sure sign that a more vig

and artistic differences.

M On the surface, a
new theater with Broad-
way and Off-Broadway
shows could be a crown
cultural Jewel In Troy.
But the implications of
a new theater on tho
hroader cultural scene
romains uncertaln. A
sure sign that a more
vigorous debate Is
neaded.

You can thank Sugrue for
at,

Frank Provenzano can be
mehcd at (gfa)_ooz.zssz orat

debate is needed.
" Tho reviows aren't in, The

deal isn’t done.

for net

Or write la} The Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 E, Maple,
Birmingham, 48009,
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. ®
- Remodeling
A pénel of experts will telt you what you need to know

about major and minor remodeling for
kitchens, home additions, baths and financing.

ein, MAHB

" Architects
* Mike Harris, Harris Group

CALL®

 Fred Capaldi, Capaldi Building Co.
* Michael Gordon, Moiseev/Gordon Assoc./

« Charlene Hill, Cornish, Zack, Hill & Assoc.
 Dave Kellett Sr., Kellett Construction Co.
® Sam Kreis, Countrywide Home Loans

* Mike Sarb, Midwest Structures

DAi'E:
TIME:

#” Bring A Picture
Of Your Home -
And Get Ideas For A &9
. Whote New Look! &

Tuesday, March 2, 1999

6:30 p.m. Registration 1
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Program ! '

Andersen Windows

Apel Building Products  Equitrust Mortgage |

\, . LOCATION: Bloomfield Township Library
(243)'7-‘37 5477 * 1099 Lone Pine Road, Bloomfield Hills
R, Yo Register: (southeast corner of Lone Pine/
- 17 Mile Road at Telegraph Road)
S COST: FREE '
Sponsored By: The Burke Agency  Fairway Construction  Kenco Insulation

Don Brann Associates- Four Seasons Sunrooms

H.J. Oldenkamp.
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 @bseruer & Bouentic . PARENT

Hiome Improvemant Talk Radie

The Ohserver & Eccentric Newspapers

Riemer Floors, Inc.
Russell Hardware




