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Farmington Players present ‘Fantastick’ production

Farmington Players prescitts
“The Fantasticks™ by Tom Jones
and Harvey Schmidt .8 p.m. Fri-
days-Saturdays, Feb.' 12-13, Feb.
19-20 and Feb. 26-27; 2 p..
Sunday, Feb. 14 in the Players
Barn, 32332 W. 12 Mile, Farm-
ington Hills, Tickets $14, call
(248) 663-2955. _ .

BY BOB WEIBEL
BrECIAL WRITER

The -Farmington Players’
charming production of “The
Fantasticks” by Tom Jones and
Harvoy Schmidt demonstrates
why tho musical ranks as ene of
America’s most popular during

the past 40 yenrs, Thia “Iittle”
musical haa no dancers, no {av-
ish sots and costumes, no need
for booming voices — indged
none of tha spectacle 6o in vo
today.

“The Fantasticks” is a simple
story, simply told ~— an adult
fairly-tale with o Romeo-nhd-
Juliet theme. .

Two naive young lovers

of

music under the direction of
Cheryl March is wonderful,
iall; strings

about as un onstago “prop-man”
providing whatever is necded to
lete the scene. Very the-

p 0
of tho harp. Nice touch.
James Morisi is excollent in
tho dual roles of Narrator and
seductive El Gallo. Early on, he
deseriben the basies of the story
— “A boy, a girl, two fathers,
and a wall” In a rich, melliftu-
ous voice ho asks, “Try to
R ber,” the song most iden-

duced by the ench

the moon in Act 1 become oldér
and e bit wiser in the ways of

.tho world undor the scorching

sun in Act 2, Director. Voe
Spindler and his engagihg
troupe capture. the spirit of tho

evening in splendid fashion. The .

. Dance from page C1

tified with tho show,

A Mute, played superbly by
Barbie Amann, sprinkles a little
magic dust, and we are whisked
away to an enchanted ovening.
Outfitted in top hat and black
tights, Amann cleverly moves

atrical, Very good.
* Stephanie Kapera (Luisn) and
David Sherline (Matt) aro per-
fectly cost as delightfully young
and innocent lovers. They con-
vincingly portray that brief
wistful time before adulthiood
we all remember - when the
future was only limited by the
extravagance of our dreama!
The young lovers have just
one problem — a wall crected by
their fathers to keep thom
apart. '
-Thomas Adams and Otto

Canis are hoot a8 the feuding -

fothers. It turns out the feud is
an nlaborute plot to assure the
kids do the opposite of the par-
ent's desires. They sing, “How
clever we are to manipulato our
children. A dog’s got to bark, a
mule’s got to bray, and children,
must have their own way.”

They end the feud by hiring
El Gallo to stage an elaborate
abduction, complete with sword
fighting in which young Matt is
allowed to think ho slays the
intruder, For this we noed &
couple of comic extras. Jim
Snidoman, as an old forgetful
Shakespearcan actor, and Jeff

Wagserman, as an Indian who

Ve
. !
specializes in dying, delivery.
funny and delightful perfor-{
mances, -

Things don't always go as
planned, however. Spring does- |
n't last forever, The lovers break .
up. Matt in off to see the world.
Ho comes home bruised and dis-";
illusioned. The Narratoer, dis-;
guised ae n bandit, captures
Luisa love thea leaves her bro; |
ken hearted. i

Winter comes, bringing snow |
nnd wisdom, and the young:
lovers are reunited to a reprise ;
of “Try to Kemember” — “Deep ;
in December, it's nice to remem- |
ber, without a hurt, the heart is |
hollow.” .

encourages students to confront
chstacles in their lives, whother
thoy are self-imposed or socictal
rejudices, .
Ultimately, the program is to
cncourage students to develop a
more positive sclf-esteom,
according to Ann Fitzpatrick,
spokesperson for Music Hall.

Opening up
Dance Theatre of Harlem has

scaled back since the late 1980s -

when they had 60 dancera and
could do “Giselle” at the drop pf a
hat, said Edward Scheelwer,
company manager. .
With 2 current group of 32
dancers, the nomadic New York-
based troupe must tour regularly
gince they receive fow subsidi

Dance Theatre of Harlem has
made rogular stops in Detroit,
Washington, D.C., Miami and
Cloveland. .

Schoelwer calls Detroit a “leg-
endary theatre town" with a
loyal audience. He is also
!.-ncuurngad _py the steadily

cither public funds or private

grants, )
Over the past several years,

“Many who come have never
seen theatrical dance,” he said.
“They come thinking they're

gaing to see flat shoes, then we
throw in a Balanchine piece and
it opens them up to the range of
dance.”

New dances

Each year, Dance Theatre of
Harlem offers two different
dance programs during’their
five-day performance at Music

all,
A trip to South Africa in 1992

to celebrate Nelson Mandola's
release from prison provided
inspiration for Dance Theatre of

Harlem founder Arthur
Mitchell.
The new dance, “South

African Suite,” will featura tho
premicre North American per-

music,” said Schoelwer. )

Anocther new dance, “Sasan- .
ka,” features the work by South |
African choreography Vincent :
Sekwati Mantsoc. o

The dance is a combination of +
animal-like and classical mave- .
meats, according to Schoelwer, .

of the String Y ber of a South !

Quartet. African tribe, also plays drums ;
“The dance is indi for his mother, who practices ;
sounds combined with classical  tribal A

Favorite poem readings part of national

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAY? WRITER
IchomIn@oe.homecummunet

Read your favorite poem to
possibly become part of history
on Sunday, Feb. 21, and Satur-
day, Feb. 27 at the Plymouth
District Library.

- The readings are among the
hundreds taking place across the
nation as part of Robert Pinsky'’s
scarch for America’s favorite
poems. The Poct Laureate of the
United States started his
" .Favorite Poem Project lnst April
to create an audio and video
archive of America’s favorite

poems by the'year 2000, >« -

Readers will be allotted two
minutes to read the poem ond 1-
2 minutes to tell why it’s their
favorite. The poems do not have
to be published,

“We're trying to attract poetry
lovers of all ages, not necessarily
writers of poetry because we'd
rather they read other people’s
song writing and litcrary poctry,”
said Dixie Cocagne, librarian.

- Cocagne sent letters to middle
. 'and high school English depart-
 ments in Plymouth and Canton

public and private schools, local

literary groups, coffee houses,
bookstores, and Schoolcraft Col-
lege's poetry magazine to encour-

‘ege people to read aloud their

.favorite poem and tell why it’s
their favarite. Readers will com-
plote o submission form which

Ext. 205,

“Favorite Poem Project”
‘What: Readings of America's favarite poems. Part of a project start-
ed by U.S. Poet Laureate Robert Pinsky last April to create an
audio and video archlve of America’s favarite peems by the year

0. .
When: 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb, 21 and 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb, 27.
Where: Plymouth District Llbrary, 223 S. Maln St. To register to
read or for mare Informatlon, call Dixle Cocagne, {734) 453-0750,

will be mailed to Pinsky who'll
select readers to record the poem
of their choice for the archive,
The project, administercd by
the Now England Foundation for
the Arts with a $500,000 grant

from the National Endowment

for the Arts, is a partnership
between the Library of Congress,
NEFA, and Pinsky's Favorite
Poem oflice.

According to Cocagne, the
poctry collection at the Plymouth
Library is very popular, tradi-
tionnl as well as contemporary.
Librarics, in general, have been
important to Americans since
Benjamin Franklin sot up the
first circulating library In
Philadelphin in 1731. :

“Poetry plays an extremely
important role in our culture,”
said Cocagne. “Poetry is so very
personal, Everyone at some time
in their life has written poetry in
their life whether it's a love note
or a tribute to a family member
who's died. We may not identily
with the circumstances of tho
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writer but respect the writer's

very intimate feelings.”

Poetry's influence
4!(anﬂeen Ripley Leo, medera-

tor for the Plymouth

M, hiield

School in

believes poetry impacts us in
ways we've nover thought. A
poet, fiction writer and edueator,
Ripley Leo spends much of her
time giving poetry workshops at
such schools as Holmes and Coss
clementaries and serving as
poet-in-residence at Webstor
Elementary in the Livonia Pub-
lic Schools district because she
believes poetry teaches children
metaphorical thinking nrlld
horoft 1 blom solv-

and another high school in Whit-
more Lake. - .

“The readings will give a show-
case for the favorite works over
the ages that have somehow
inspired people,” said Ripley Leo,
who reads from her five books of
poems at a fund-raiser for St.
Mary of Redford School today at
Laurel Manor Livonia, “What
poets say impact across the
demographic area, They impact

project

poems. At a young age, we start .
with nursery rhymes filled with
‘wisdom and beauty of life that ;
introduce people to language®
Dolores Musson is encouraging -
everyone who loves poetry to .
read at onc of the library ses- |
sions. The Canton resident reads |
her favorite poem “Composed on
Westminster Bridge” by English .
poet Willinm Wordsworth on !
Feb. 21, Musson learned of the ;
pmégct while substitute teaching

our ibility an

ing ekills. This March she scrves
08 poet-in-residance at the’

_experionces that’s why it's

impurtgnt to pay attention to

at P h Salem High School |
_ where one of Cocagne's fliers was |
“posted, v

Fome Appliunces

5' 5 l

New shipments
arriving every day!

Come in and see our great selection
of home appliances, all at terrific low
prices. You're sure to find just what
you've been looking for, from washers
and dryers to refrigerators and more!

THIS WEEK'S SPECIALS

Four Days Only

SEARS

One-of-a-lind, out--<Carton, dr3ontinued, Used, ratcied and dented merchandms. lems PIUTed are [ust & tew eLAMDies of the hundreds of great valuss.
Met shown I3 Actual varies by stora

%OF

Regular retail prices
Excludes special purchases
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SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
12001 SEARS AVE.

LIVONIA
1 MILE WEST OF MIODLEDELT
OFF PLYMOUTH RO,
PHONE: 422.5700
Now mora weys o buy al Soars
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PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED

Open 7 Days :

Mon, & Frl. 9:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m. i

Tues., Wed,, Thurs. & Sal. 8:30 8.m.-8:00 p.m. H
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 p.m. H

.




