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+” Last year's parent information meotings

1about Harrison High Schaol'a then-pro-
iposcd mova to four-by-four block schedul-
ring were almost hostile.

. But as demonstrated during a vory low-
:koy info session held Tuesday, it's now a
- rnew world where school officiala and par-
1onts are almesat buddy-buddy,

+. *Wo'ro very happy,” said Harrison Prin-
\zipal Rando Horn, “We've had a long haul
Tivith the parents, but an enjoyable one.
sWi'va kind of como together and that's
ftviiat I think peoplo saw here tonight. We
[lipve a protty unified front.”

ZzParent Nick Waldecker said he's “abso-
Tulely certain it’s going to go through. Pm
it disappointed. I just want to maks sure
s(4 maximize the educational valuo once
38 implemented, With this, 1 feel much
+bedter than with the four-by-four.”
{-<aldecker was reforring to the new
‘Block plan, an altornating, soven-class
.. T el plus 1, quhxbckn ry
+feliich for now will not count as part of the
sinstructional day.
‘The length of the X-block remains to be

decided, with transportation and union
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&2 _ BLOCK SCHEDULE

contract issues still on tho table, But Har.
rison Assistant Principal Mary Brown told
parenta ot the session that she didn't
think tho board-approved version would bo
much difforent from the support council's
propusal. *There might be & littlo bit of
(financial) trimming.” ) :

1f the school day needs to bo extended to
accommodate tho plan, a memorandum of
understanding would probably be added to
the district's accord with tho Michigan
Education Association, Brown said. !

The support council’s proposal, to go to
the block at Harrison in 2000-2001 (and
North next fall), is set to be discussed by
tho school bonrd on Tuesday, Feb, 23, with
2 final decision expected at the hoard's
7:30 p.m. meeting on Tucsday, March 9.
The council is ised of ini

Harrison and parents join forces

and othor block models such aa Birming-
ham Groves' wero examined.

“Wo were nt differont places,” Horn said,
aftor the Bession, attended by about 50
residents, toachers and block scheduling
committee mumbers. *"When we finally sat
down at the table and werked it through,
we both realized that *Maybe they have
some pointy that arc valid.™

Horn said a telling comment was made
during Inst week's eession by Harrison
parent and committee membor Both
Grossman, one of the leading vpponents to
1ast year's four-by-four.

Grosaman was opposed for many rea-
sons, including worrics that AP students
would lose key instructional time due to
=compressed” schedules, that the music
program would be “obliterated,” nnd that
SAT and ACT scores would greatly suffer,

According to Grossman, who urged par-
eota to maintain an activo voico during the

tors, educators, parents and who

tation phase of block, parents on
tho came to the realizati at

discuss proposals with significant funding
attached to them, Brown explained. .
In the four-by-four, where students
wauld take four courses in one semestor
and move to four othors the next, parenta
woro worried that students might not
receive a8 much instruction time, and that
college-bound stu-
denta (such as
those taking
Advanced Place-
ment
would get
dorailed off of
their high-achiov-
ing track. .
Horn suid a
turping point in’
tho relationship'
between . the
school and par-
ents came when
both sides
stepped back and

block scheduling
Eomryr——— L)
denta, Four-by-
four oventually
was scrapped,
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courses) '

took a look at how

ents, and all stu. °

“the upper-ond student, unfortunately, is
not the only concern of our public high
school.” .

.. We needed ta put an the other hat

- ond say, ‘You know, wo have to give a

break to the parenta whose kids are not
being reached.... This i a public school,”
Brown began the meeting outlining
some of tho reasons why a block schedule
is being pushed for by tho district. Those
included: P vy lonal equity
all three
hrough a

Pr
and opportunity fnr' ntu‘denq of

Edgwater pa]

high schools; imp!
laxed school

In the block, she said, students would:
dovelop more h-nnd‘ron activities in clm‘w

more
havs more chances for complete laborato-
ries and lesgons in o session; benefit from
a lower teacher-pupil ratio.

Brown, answering parenta at the meet-
ing, said the type of atatistical-based eval-
uation of block belng done at Farmington
High School has merit. - .

Concurring waa Horn, afterward. “We
feel strongly that we need to do something
like that. But whather (asscsament is)
done internally or by an outaide firm has
to be determined.”
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These “prizes” for games o] c}mn(:e and shill on the
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bold colors. The chalkware is one of many callections
of Historical Commissioner Pam Correll. This show-
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. *Most of the propased
improvement changes are new,”
Richards ndded,

If appraved, the master plan
would bo active through 2003,

The MDNR als¢ requires cen-
sus and demographic data, geo-
graphic mapping and location of
facilitios, and description of
planning proccsses used in
developing the master plan,
according to a report from City

)
PREMATURE

B FARMINGTON
CITY COUNCIL

Manager Frank Lauhoff to coun-
cil members. .

Farmingtan City Hall ia locat-
ed at 23600 Liberty.
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