Wooddale students celebrate appreciation of

How much do they love her?
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" berg, also in fifth grade.

& The best review came from a
a

ow much do Wooddale Ele-
mentary School pupils love
their principal, Lasenia
Jones? Let them count the ways,
® “She likes to solve prob-
lems,” said fifth-grader Ben Har-
ris, 10, “She’s very nice and she
helps out the kids a lot.”

8 “If I have a problem, she'll
ask me if there's something
wrong," noted another filth-grad-
er, 10-ycar-old Ryan Podges.

# “Once my ride wasn't here
and she waited outside for 20
minutes until my ride camo,”
said 11.ycar-old Gury Fursten-

£ ; Id Eriko
Mori. “Mys. Jones is the best
principal ever. She's real nice,
and if you get in trouble, sho
talks to you, but not in a mean
voice”

Eriko, pressed on the subject,
acknowledged that she never
was in such hot water herself.
But sho has a friend who was.

Those youngsters, in the class-
es of fifth-grade teacher Debbic
Wilson and d-grado teacher

ly Orban and Amanda Amish display their tribute to
lementary principal Lasenia Jones.

i Principal's Weck and Valentine's
Day. (The tribute came carly.
Principal's Week actually doesn’t
begin until today. But Farming-
tons Public Schools are closed for
the midwinter break until Mon-
day, Feb. 22.)

" On one particular doy recent-
ly, students from both classes
united to work on a picture-filled
scrapbook, to have been present-
ed Friday.

“We brainstormed all her
dutica and what she likes to do,”
lnined Wilson.

Carolyn Kugler, were hard at
work over the past week or so,
crafting special tributes to Jones
- to celebrato both National

Blood drive to ~help “

Rouge employees

National Donor Day is Satur-
day, Feb, 13, and Saturn of
Farmington Hills is partnering
with America's leading donor
organizations to obtain blood to
help the Ford Rouge employces.
The event, which is open to the
public, will take place from 11
8.m.-3 p.m. at 24730 Hoggerty
Road. .

Visitors also may receive a free
blood pressure check provided by
Providence Urgent Care Centers
of Livonin & Farmington Hills
Corporate Health Service.
Lunch is being offered to those
who register by Taste Bud's
Cafe, Benn & Bogel, Arby's and
Motor City Bagel.

Assess from page Al

you're grossly underassessed,
we've caught up with you.”

The city asscsses property val-
ues to determine tax rates.

Property owners pay $1 of tax
for every $1,000 of state equal-
ized value, which is supposed to
be half the market value. For
example, the ownor of a home
assoased at $160,000 would have
an SEV of $76,000, which means
he'd pay $76 for each tax mill
levied.

Some older propertics were
falling short of the 50 percent

there’s a mixture of new and old
homes - such as Greening Streot
and the southern part of the city
— will see the biggest difference.

People who live in neighbor-
hoods where housing is the same
- such as Kendallwood or Kim-
berloy subs — will likely sce a 6
to 8 percent rise.

“We've done it,” Babb said. “A
lot of peaple won't notico the dif-
ference. The;more diverse the
neighborhood, the bigger the
swing (in reappraisals).”

City smﬂ'spcn!? 1/2 years on

mark partly because of dep!
tion.

Under the old system, houses
were deprecinted 1 percent for
each year to a moximum of 66
porcent, regardless of market
value. Thus a.home built in 1943
had maximum depreciation.

Under the new system, a home
would have had to be built in
1920 meet the maximum depre-
ciation.

Those who live in arens where

reapy inl proper-
ties in 400 ncighborhoods,

When compared with actual
home sale prices, the new
assessment figures came within

49.9 percent, Babb said. The 24~

month study took place April
1996 to March 1998,

*When you to take the SEV of
50 percent and double it and
then asgk, is this your houso's
actunl worth on the market? In
most cnses, wa'can say yes.”
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She said her son did well in
recent medical tests on his lungs
and heart and “sccma to be fine,
now. ... But this will leave men-
tal and physicnl scars for the
rest of his life.”

The stabbing victim now is try-
ing to catch up on school work,
having missed two montha of
cloasea since Dillard was
stabbed. His heart and a lung
were punctured in the attack,
when Ford plunged a knife into
his chest.

Ford had been paroled in
August 1998 for o previous inci-
dont involving a knife. police
said. Schutz said the fact he vio-
tated his parole “will plny o part
in the nctunl sentencing.”

According to -Farmington
polico roports, Dillard and four
other teens were in a car near
Farmington-Nine Mile when one
of them yolled obacenities at
Ford - who was walking with
another man. *

Obacenities were exchanged,
although onc of the teens in the
car realized that her verbal
tirade ngainst Ford was a case of
mistaken identity.

But the episode did not end
with an apology from the girl.
Instead, the parties moved over
to the Clark gasoline station,
where Dillard was stabbed, Ford
waa arrested on the nearhy M-5
embankment.

The scrapbook project received
2 big assist from Wilson, who
took “on-the-sly” photos of Jones
during the school year. From

N

those picturea, kids created the-
matic pages, including decora-
tions and poems,

For example, fifth-grader
Laura Anne Mihalke, 16, and
second-graders Elana Cocke, 7,
Katie Plummer, 7, and Chelsea
Licbowitz, 8, collaborated on a
page about Jones, dirccting traf-
fic inside and outside of the
Farmington district school,

The page featured a phato of
Jones, smiling as always, arm
raised in the nir, taking care of
that task. An accompanying
poem read “Directing traflic is
your job. When; you do it, you
never sob.”

“We had a picture of Mrs.
Jones and we had to cut her out
{from the extraneous part of the
photo) and draw around her,”
said Lourn Anne. “And then, we
had to make a poem up that goes
with the picture.”

Dressing up another scrap-
book pngo was the teani made up
of Ben Harvis, 10, Alex George,
7, Nathan Pitluck, 10, and Tyler
O'Hara, 7. Their page deals with
Jones in the role of school judge,
with an appropriate photo aug-
mented by the, words, “She has
good judgment.]

“She's a gw& principal,” said
Tyler, the son of Wooddale PTA
President Jill O’Hara. “She helps
ua get along. She helps us learn
and we have fun, too.”

Other pages delved into Jones'
fashion sense, citizenship, "and
how she greets every day with o
smile,” Kugler said.

The acrapbook wasn't to bo the
only gift for Jones. Students also
were to perform “She's
Got the Whole School in Her
Hands,” to the tune of the obvi-
ous standard,

‘What would prompt an entire
school to go to such lengths?

their principal -

TV Rk :

Let's thyme: Ben Harris and Tyler O'Hara work on
poetry to honor principal Lasenia Jones. .

I‘WehadapldureMMri.Jonenmdwehadto:

cut her out (from the extraneous part of the :
photo) and draw around her. And then, we had to
make a poem up that goes with the picture.’ -

Lau

*It should be shared what a
wonderful principal we have,”
Kugler said. "And that they don't
nlways get the credit they
deserve. She probably knows 250
names (of students).”

That’s not all. Kugler noted
that Jones doesn't hesitate to

ra Anne
—Student

supply Band-Aids to students
who need them, while also lend-
ing an understanding ear to
kids. i
Other grade levels at Wood-
dale made presentations to
J’anu earlier last week.
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‘Women's Shoes.

Jacobson's own paparstraw oversized shoulder bag with ornament closure
and zippered inner compartments, From a collection. Made in Italy. In

pirit is. woven through:all you:do

Kick around with casual elegance in calfskin footwear from Sesto Meucct.
Mado in Italy. Full and half sizes 6%/2-10 N, 5-11 M.
Closed-toe, Yow-heel stings, In natural, dark tan or white. $122.
Open-tos, mid-heel slings. In dark tan or black calf. $130.

natural, chocolate or black. $75.

Handbags.

y Siiver Gift Box

Jacobsons

Birmingham e (248) 644-8500 Livonia  (734) 591-7686 Rochestor « (248) 651-6000

SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-9 ¢

Gift C C

OPEN SUN AT NOON

Jacvbun's Chargs
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