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Underground Railroad comes to life for Walled Lake students

BY "\;mm PLACINTO
jpmlnwonxommﬂ

nters to oxp whot it

lack History Month

toward l‘rcednm northward
to Cannda, -~
With background music
nncl nounrl cffects, Drowno
d to the

‘ joﬂ Drowno wnntud ygung-

was Jike, on an elementary
Jevel, to bo an African American
slave attempting to escape
bondage on the Underground

Railrond.,

S0 the Oakley Park Elemen-
tary media spocinlist dressed up
in period costume as Peg Leg Joo
‘and led classrooms of youngsters
~ on 46-minuts simulated versions

of the life-threatening move

SIavo songs: Oakley Park s

how Underground Railroad
workers would teach the
slaves the song of freedom
about following the drinking
gorge, or Big Dipper, north.
He prepared the youths
for tho long journey in
which they’d havo to stay
quiet to keep hidden from

H Toward the end of thalr-
Journoy, the chlidren
arrived at a Baptist chureh
in Detrcit where they were
given “freeborn” tags to

" wear on thelr shirts before-
they hopped in a boat
mads of tipped over tables
and towed thelr way to -
Canada,

- hunters secking to capturo
and kill runaway slaves. He

tudcnts sung the song “Go

-..Down Moses” before beginning their journey as

“slaves” on the Underground Railroad.

provided them with a fnw blan-
kets and garments for tha cold
northern climato and they even
hod to care for infanta of other
alaves unable to make the jour-
ney.

’I‘he lesson was ane of several
conducted’ throughout the
Walled Lake achool district in
obaervance of Black History

Carrying an oil lantern to light
the way through tho nightly
journoys, Drewno led the youths
through the media center which
was converted into fields,
swamps and places of refuge for
the slavea,

He investigated ench nightly
stop before the youths could rest
by day inside safe houses, seerct
areas of homes and barns of
thosc helping the slaves along
their journey.

*“You are very bmvu in coming
here this ovening,” Drowne told
the'youths, “All of you have been
working very hard, but now it's
time for you to go to freedom,”

He warned the children they
wotld not bo able to eat for sov-
cra) days and they would havo to
make the long journey on foot
while avolding slave catchers.

At one safe house, hidden
between two book shelves, the
slaves had a cloge call with slave
catchers who beat on tho doors.
They were told to stay quiet and
keep the babies silent so they
would not be caught.

They walked through swamps
to keep the hounds off their trail,
waited silently as Peg Leg Joe
gave o hoot and listened for a

* return hoot to see if the safe

houses were really safe, rested

and ate corn bread insido a
woman's barn. X

Townrd the end of their jour-
noy, the children arrived at a
Baptist church in Detroit where
they were given *frecborn” tngs
to wear on their shirts beforc
thoy hoppead in a boat made of
tipped over tables and rowed
their way to Canada.

‘When they arrived in Cana
they felt the cold chill of blusung
air conditioning and saw a wel-
como to Canada sign scrolling
ncross a projection screen. Before
departing to go their separate
ways, cach slave was given a
map of 10 aafe homcs in Michi-
gan they could visi

Kayla Vn]lnmn, 10 of Walled
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Rowlng to froedom: Oakley Park fourth-grader Jason Jaskicwicz lends a hand ”
rowing a boat load of “slaves” to freedom in Canada.

Lake, said she will romembor
that some of the alaves didn't
make it through the long jous-
ney. ack, 9, of Comme
snid he realized how difficult it
was to hide from olave catchers.’
“1 learned that they had to
stay low so that the slavo catehé
ers wouldn’t sea them,” said Clnj
Bartelt, 10, of Commerce. i

glng quiet: Oakley
Elementary media
specialist Jeff Drewno

ressed u, doaaPeg f

Joe, an

Railroad guide who led
groups of “slaves” through;
makeshift forests and ¢
swamps on their way to

freedom in Canada.
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Parents fight for right to chaperone students in Walled Lake

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
 BTAFF WRITER
‘ Jplacinto@oohomecontninet

|

Marshall Stern said he has
worked hard to remain active in
hia children’s education.

‘The professional photographer
opened a studio in his home to

spend more time with his three
children’ and has been a volun-
teer Little Lengue coach.

“That’s the way I've set up my
lifestylo — so I ¢an be available
to my kids,” Stern said.

But the Walled Lake schools
took away his right to chaperon
his 9-, 10- and 12-year-old boys
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on their school field trips.
Accused of hitting, kicking,
awearing at and smoking in
front of a sixth grader at Mead-
owbrook Elementary during an
April 1998 field trip, the Farm-
ington Hills man filed a lawsuit
that summer ngainst the school
district in Qakland County Cir-

FfGRAND

cuit Court.
In the suit, Stern denies the
charges and claims the district

ference in his family relationship
due to the accusntiona.
Stern is seeking domages in

excess of $25,000 and a restrain-

Tlonse oo CHAPERONE, AS

denied him equal and

dua process, and defamed, slan-

dered and discriminated against

him, and his wife, Jill. He nlso
da that he lost

ship, support and suffered inter-
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