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“ “charm.

. “We'd all go to'a Chinean restaurant and 20 of us

would order dinner for 10,” Aldo sald. “Then we'd
¢ put the bill in tho middlo of the table and blow,
=" Whoever the bill landed in front of had to pay.
~:+ “Those were fun times. No one had any airs
then.” '
As nowlyweda, things woro tight. Their first
homa was a pataeirs; thoir first aut
" bile a rather unrelieblo 1936 Chevy. .
*Their matrimoninl union was partly forged in
atrong lnbor backgrounds. Aldo's father worked in
* . the factory at Ford Motor Co.; Loin' dad was one of
the sitdown strikers in the 19302,
*. They wers the firat in their respectivo families to
goto college. .
* Aldo, who went to law achoal, worked for tho
Congress of Industrial Organizations that later

- -became the AFL-CIO, After n carcer that included

. being cditor of the Eestside Shopper, Loia pro-
duced publications for the- American Federation of
-+ Tenchers until her retirement. .

Suburban family .

.. A few addresecs and four children later, the cou-
-* ple sottled in then Farmington Township in 1960

where thoy immediately became active in the

PDemoeratic club.

B ‘When we came out of the war,
thore was a coming of age at the
time. We reallzed there was a lot at
stake in the world. We realized you
ha}m to glve bhack to your communi-
ty. ’ :
Lois Vagnozzi
—Farwtan Hills

ing of age at the timo. Wo realized there was o lot
at stake in the world,” she said. “We realized you
have to give back to your community.

“Fe was so much better at it than I was. He has
such a genuine concorn for people and I saw he
was 50 good at it.” . M

When Lois was diagnosed with cancer five years
ago, their lives changed. Aldo beecame more atten
tive, taking Lais for regular treatments at the Uni-
versity of Michigan Cancer Center and making
suro she had her proper rest. -

Through sickness ...

She undorwent 10 months of intensive
b 1

. As a Dem; Vagnozzl made twa ) runs

.for township supervisor. In the late 18608, he fin-
ished sccond and grabbed a seat on the Farmiog-
ton achoo! board. .

*Lais had been a big help in the race,” Aldo éuid,.

“I'd be sitting home and Lois would say, ‘Get out
there and campaign.’*

Walking door to door did the trick as he won by a
mere eight votes. g

Aldo since turned shoe leather campaigning into
an art form. He won another term on the achool
board and later terms on city council. ‘
. In 1996, Vognozzi became the Hills' first directly
clected mayor. Lois became accustomed to sharing
her husband with bis public duties,

“When we came out of the war, there was a com-

ipy. She's doing well for now, she said.

‘The 1y jovial husb
twinklo in his gyes turns serious,

« *It’s brought us a lat closer,” he eaid. *We don't
argue over tho little things anymore. You realize
there are moro important things.”

Said Lois, “Aldo, for as busy as ho is, he's a
warm, compassionate man. He's alwaya there.”

With Aldo attending functions and councit meet-
ings, Lois does her own things like gardening.

She also keeps close tabs on the family’s four
children: Steve (and Darleno), Paul, Nancy (and
Rick Pantalco) and Barbara (and Howard Fleeter).
ARogether, the Vagnozzis have seven grandchil-
dren: Michelle, 20, Angie, 18, Brent, 12, Alicia, 11,
Casey, 5, Justin, 4, and Abby, 2.
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A (ifetlme: Ala';a and Lois Vagnozzi met in college and were married three years
after they began courting. Here they are pictured on their wedding day 50 years
ago.

Lately, Aldo and Loia have taken up water acro-
bics and gone on trips sponsored through the Hills
Senior Center. At home, she will digest The New
York Timea and point out columns for her husband

to read. She also critiques his performance at |

council mectings, cspecinlly the fow times “he
crosses the line,” sho said.  ~ .o

Her husband is a great writer, Lois said, When
he's dono as mayor, sho'd like to seo him write a
book to eapture much of tho labor history that has

been loat,

As well 08 a talented nownpnpcx"wumnn. she's
gencrous, Aldo noted. He romarked how she
returned a $5600 monotary award, which has
evolved into a acholarship fund that allows people
from union locals to attend journalism conferences.

The compliments go back and forth. So do the
1ooks of love.

- ing order stapping district offi-
cials from making further allega-
tions and requiring removal of
such allegations from the school

B WALLED LAKE
' SCHOOLS

School principal Mary Biziorek
conducted an investigntion of the
two students’ claims. But Stern's
attorney, Berton May," a.nhl

e

tion, dniming the district turned dont)'Stuveh

Gaynor, who is
"

written statoments were token

the parental matter into an dth-
nic iasuo between his Jewish
client and the family of the boys,

s

records.

Walled Loke Schools denies
the charges and will sBoon ask
that the lawsnit be dismissed,
according to the distrlet's attor-
ney Bob Lusk, .

Stern supervised a group of
four students, including his son,
on a sixth grade field trip to
Chicogo lnst year. Two of those
youths, he said, were difficult.to
cantrol ond ran off several times
when they entered different
buildings.

“As a chaperon, our P i X

claims.

Stern is accused of striking
one of the boys in tho head, kick-
ing him in the back, g at
him and smoking around him.
Tho other youth backed up those

Stern denies thosa allegations.

“At no time did I do anything -
out of line,” Stern said. . * . .

But becausc Storn didn't for-
mally report any problems and
the children snid they saw him

k's probe was i

who are Chald

and binsed, - .
That bins, May said, was
domonstrated in soveral ways
ineluding the diffe in timo
spent interviewing the parents
— two hours with one of tho
alleged victim's mother versus
30 to 45 minutes with the
Sterns, of which Biziorck horself
wag-allegedly present for just 10
minutes. The rest of the time,
her secretary conducted the
interview and taok inaccurate

hibi

he w:
bility was to keep them ina
group,” Stern aaid. “Thesc boys
took off and we were chasing
them.”

Stern said he denied some of
the boys' requests to do things
apart {rom the rest of the group,
and said their continual disobe-
dient actions brought him to
tears.

After returning from Chicago,
one of the two boys told his par-
ents of Stern's alleged physical
and verbal abuse. The boy's
mother, in turn, contacted school
officinls who conducted an inves-
tigation.

Since that time, Stern said,
word of the allegations has not
only spread around Meadow-
brook and his neighborhood, but
has snowballed. He soid he’s
even heard of youths calling him
a child molester.

“This is too far-fetched for
even me to deal with,” Stern
uaid. “I've never been accused of
manhandling a child, I've never
been accused of abusing a child,”

SEARS

On the back cover of the
Scars Presidents’ Day Sale
Inscst in this Sunday's
February 14 newspaper,
The sale dates are Incorrect.
Theo comrect sale dates are
Sunday, February 14 through
Saturday, February 20.
We npologlze for any
Inconvenience this may have
caused our customes.

o

Specializes In reglazing your
bathtub, ceramic tile, fiber-
glass enclosures, kitchen

' cabinets and countertops in
any cviur.

28 p
going on ficld trips for the next
three years.

d from notes, the Sterns said.
May snid the lawsuit also

includes charges of discrimina-

The suit claims the school dis-
trict disposcd of the matter ltoo
quickly in order to avoid a situn-
tion they fearced would turn into
an ethnic-based conflict, :

*“I don't think it waa race-relat-
cd to start with, but I think it
beeame an ethnic {ssue because
the principal didn't nip it in the
bud,” May said, .

“That’s absolutely false,” said
attorney Bob Lusk who repre-
sents the district. "The gentle-
man who made the final decision
8 (then assistant superinten-

Jewish himself.
In thoir depositions, the Sterns
anid Gaynor did not nct biased
toward them, Lusk said. But
May said Gaynor testified in &
deposition hearing that he didn’t
conduct an independent investi-
gution, relying inatead on infor-
mation pravided by Biziorek.

“It’s our position that she was
discriminatory in the way she
handled (the investigation) and
his decision was wrong because
it was based on biased informa-
tion that she provided,” May
said.

Lusk said a full investigation
was completed, and verbal and

from the Sterns and their eldest .
son by school officials before any_
docision was made.

However, Stern said the prin-
cipal, who had only been at the
‘school throe months at that
time, should have contacted the
former ‘principal to find ot the
backgrounds of himself and the
two children. RN

Lusk said he is planning to file
a mation for dismissal of the case
in the next fow wecks.

“We have taken several deposi- ~
tions in this case,” Lusk said, “I
am convinced there’s no merit at
all to the lawsuit.”

Here’s how to get
some quick re

ief.

Relax...while your
insured investment
grows ata

guaranteed rate.

WATH A 25,000 MINIMLIM DEPOSIT
NUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD

a stable, short-
termn investment

" witha guaranteed

Now you can open an 8-month
Certificate of Deposit from Standard
Federat Bank, with a guaranteed APY of *
5.00%. So while the stock market is

taking a ride, your money is parked in

return, And that
gives you guaranteed peace of mind.

So stop by any of the convenienty
located Standard Federal Banking Centers.
Our CDs will give you quick relief. And

who couldn't use a little of that?

Helping You Along The Way.”

Standard Fedural Bank
Member ABN AMAO Group

$00/643-9600
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