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Faded photographs help preserve the memonés
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1t could be something as seem-
ingly insignificant as a scrap of
paper, with a drawing or the
handwriting of a loved one, Per-
haps it'o a faded photograph of a
forgotten fumily member or
happy childhood excursion,

But too many puople throw
their memorics into a box, whero
they can loso luster and mean-
ing.

Enter Farmington Hilla resi-
dent and Creative Memories con-
sultant Amy Lazare, who helps
folks preserve yesterday and
today for tomorrow. Lazare
teaches a class at home to give
tips on how to make scrapbooks
that will stand the test of time,

» “I know somcano who only has
a p:eco of paper with her moth-
cr’'s handwriting on it,” Lazare
enid. “Sho carries it around in
her wallet ... It’s the only sample
of her muther's writing that she
Has. And 1 don't want that to
Hoppen to my kids. That's why 1
make these albums and toach
dmu classes.”

+ Lazare wanta other moma and
dnds to also get into the habit of
chronicling life. Meanwhile, an
aren schaol will benefit from
those who do.

Fifty percent of enrollment
fees (from Lazare’s March 20
gnd March 23 clagses) and
orders for scrapbook-making
materials placed this weck
through her office will be ear-
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Lazore, whose &-ycar-old
daughtor Cara nttends kinder-
garten at Wood Creck, empha-
sized, however, that tho ordors
must bo placed by Manday, Feb.

In her classes, participants
such as Dina Pinsky of Bloom-
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creato keopsakes that don't dote-
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“It's ono thing to put pictures
in a book,” she explained. “But to
tell the story behind the pictures
... the memory will fade if you
don't write it down.”
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as soon as photus are brought
home from the film developer.
But Creative Memorics is o
heartstring-tugging endeavor
even for those who never chroni-
cled each cpisode of their lives.
Pinsky wae at Lazare's home
recently, working on scrapbooks
for both of her daughters, includ-
ing Rachel, who graduated in

1998 from the Wayne State Uni-
versity Law School.

For the scrapbooks, Pinsky
was going back to when her
daughters were born, poring over
all kinds of photes and other
momorabilia.

“It's nostalgic looking back,”
Pinsky said. *It's probnbly more
fun to do it while it's |

. though.”
. During one of Lazaro’s clasacs,
Pinsky decided to “give cach a
. book, instead of o box” of stuff,
But Pinsky's also getting
‘somothing ot of it. Not enly is
‘ahe rocalling a big, important
part of her life, she's taking
'steps to make suro family histo-
ry is d d for future gen-

M@ther from page Al

BTAFY PROTO BY BILL BRISIZR
Presarvlng the memorles: Amy Lazare works on a scrapbaok while her son Jarett, 4 years old, looks through com-
pleted books.

erations.

Otherwise, “Yoy can have pic-
tures of family membors, nnd
you don’t know who they aro,”
Pinsky added.

For more information about
Creative Memories classcs and
malierials, call Lazare at (248)
489-0089.

about whether or not thiere was
some king of mix-up, “All I did
was make the identification.”

About Carol Thompsoen not
being notified, even despite hor
son having ID op his body, Hulet
soid, “The reasons. for that, I do
not know.”

According to Farmington
police, Carel Thompson filed a

missing person’s report on Feb.
2, Such reports arc broadesst to
all area, police doputmentu.
including Detroit’s.’

She didn't etop there in her
quest for an answer,

I called five hospitals asking
for his namo, plus (any) John
Does, nnd they had nothing,”
said Carol Thompson, a 46-year

Inner Peace through
Self Understanding

) diate A 1

Farmington resident.

Thursday, Jan. 28 was tho last
\time Carol Thompson apoke with
Larry — o roofer who lived with
her the past four years after his
divoree, “He was in good spirits,
he wasn’t dopressed.”

‘Then, about 4;20 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 29, Larry Thompson called
his ex-wife from a Royal Oak pay
phone, asking to be picked up at
6:30 p.m., police reports said.

. But Larry Thompson, who had
o history of drug and alcohol
ubuse dating back to his youth in
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failed to show up at
the appointed time.

His body was found the next
day, Saturday, Jan. 30, in a
motel room on Woodward
Avenue in Det.mn. Ho apparent-

at the Farmington Public Safety
Department on the following
Tuesday, Feb, 2, and went back
o few days later, asking police to
check their computera for any
match,
Even though Larry by that
time was already in the morgue,
with identification, nobody both-
ered to contnct her until more
than a week latér, on Wednes-
duoy, Feb, 10.

“Ho had ID on him,” she said.
*That's what makes me so upset

... Why didn't someono cali me?”

"The fact Larry Thompson was
a drug uber during his life
‘shouldn’t have influenced any
decision about noﬂﬁcntwn of hia
death, she h d. He was

ly died of an
of narcotics and alcohol, stated
police reports. Autopsy and toxi-
cology reports wero still pending
as of Friday.

Meanwhile, Carol Thnmpuun
filed the missing person's report

still’ a human being, & son and a
dad, dogerving of dignity and:
compassion.

“Regardless of what he did, o
what happened, why wasn't th
family notified?” Carol Thomp
son continued, “Ten days ... Ca
you imagine what we wenl
through in 10 days?”

Services for Larry Thompson
were held Friday, Feb. 19, at
Oakland Hills Memorial. In
addition to Carol, his survivors
include sons Larry and Derek,
sistor Pam Ross and grand-
daughter Ashloy, He is the son of
the late Ron Thompson and
brother of the late Mark Thomp-
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